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Ottawa is dulI. Mr. Mitchell's motion for particulars of vice regal

expenses Ilis not dead, but sleepetb." The debate on supply bas ex-

bausted itself. The talkîng brigade bave addressed their constituents at

the public expense-througb the med ium of Hansard, which is neyer

read. Divers small brochures containing the "great speeches"I of the

would-be Irepresentatives wvill inundate the II free and independent

electors " during the ante electoral mionths, outvying lu numbers the

hordes of the potato bug! Will aIl these disinterested (?) appeals be

read ? We fear not. Life is too short for the effort. We sigb for the

years of Methuselah-if wc are to keep pace w'itb the reported verbiage

of the great law-making machine at Ottawa. Wheni will men learn to

say what they have to say iii a few plain wvordî ? Wlien xvill innocent

figures in indignant protest, refuse to lic at the bîdding of eacb incip-

ient statesman ? The electors control the answers. Let us bave

honest, intelligent, truthful mcei, xvedded to the public wýcal, hefore

party wviles. Look down from the Speaker's galiery on that boly

hatted crowd called the Canadiani Commnons! No Nestor liolds the floor.

Be content that A's say "lyoa," and B's would say Il nay," for unless

there is a Ilrow on," the scene is as tamie as an ordinary sermon. What-

ever is said is gainsaid, and trutb is crusbied between. Do not attempt

to lîsten. The brain migbt not stand the effort. Notbing for bours

enlivens the scene but the ingenuous coiqgb and the vicarlous slanming

of desks. Thon coînes the division, and Just before it the memibers are

called in front the corridors and the restaurant. l'le scolie bristies up

a little when a cbieftain takes up the talk, for there is little speech-

rnaking in the truc sense. Shall our rcpresentatves risc out of this

slough ? Let us have a littIe sharp incisive argumenit -and reason, at

times. It is said an opportunity for such will arise wvhen anl amend-

ment will bo made to the motion to go into Comimittee of Supply,

involving the constitutionality of the sack of the DeBoucherville Minis-

try and the responsibility of the Dominion executive therefor. Mean-

whilc the days corne and the days go, and the opposing camps keep)

vigils at the public expense. But is it aIl monotony ? No, there is an

occasional brusb betwvecn the leaders w~ho miidly insinuate Ilyou're

another," aftcr which the faitbful bencbmcn take up the strain and

exhumeé the countless jobs that stain the pages of Jegislative history.

The Hon. Peter Mitchell had a case, wvben ail is counted, as to the

matters of Rideau Hall and Earl Dufferîn's journeys through the remote

provinces of the Dominlioni. It was difficult for him, as ut would bc

difficult for any one to speak of it fully. For His Excellency is de-

servedly popular. It lias raroly fallen to the lot of a Governor-General

to do sucb service for the country as the Earl bias donc for Canada. He

has spoken well on ail occasions ; lias been genial in demeanour,
adapting bimself to our social customs and modes of living, lu a way

that bas charmed aIl Canadiauis b as bden liberal in purse as in senti-

mtent; a splendid representative of H-er Gracious Majesty, the Queen.

The attack of the Hon. PeterMitcheîl was not on the Govemnor-General

at ail, but on the presenit administration. Be it remembered ; the

Conservative party proposed that the salary of the Governor-General

sbould be $5o,ooo. lu amendmnent, Mr. Mackenzie proposed, Mr.

flolton seconded, that it should be $3 5 ,ooo-wbich ameudment was

carried in the House. This the British Goverument looked upon as a

breacb of faitb under the British North American Act; the House

yielded, and tbe salary was fixed at $50,000. Mr. Mackenzie and bis

Party made it a special stipulation that that amnount sbould cover al

eXpenses lu connection witb Rideau Hall, and as a matter of fact and

history, objected, some two years afterward, to a charge of $1 5 for seeds

and flower-pots for Rideau Hall, exacting a promise fromt the Ministr>'
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in the Senate that it should flot occur again. The Reform party got
into power, pledged to carry out ail possible retrenchment, but the
Governor-General has cost the country, over and above bis salary,
$2 50,000. Some of the items in thc expenditure are strangely and
unaccounitably extravagant-unaccountably, that is, until we remember
that the owners of horses and vehicles in Manitoba, and other remote,
places, found His Excellency's visit a fine opportunity to make money.
Without saying a word that could detract from the worth of the
Governor-General, it seems as if Mr. Mitchell had some reason for bis
enquiries. ______________

As was to be expected, the late difficulty between His Honor

and bis advisers at Quebec lias created a great deal of interest, and
much discussion throughout the wbole Dominion. Before the ex-
planations that were made on behaif of the new adýiinistration by
Mr. Laframboise, the public, apart fromn ail partizanship or factions in
the House, were quite prepared to suspend their judgment upon the
high-banded act of the Lieutenant-Governor. Iu fact, the people
seemed stunned. The thing wvas new. Nothing like it hiad ever hap-
pened before. Flow did it corne about ? It was flot donc in a moment
of irritation, but mîust have been carefully premeditated and planned.
The Lieutenant-Governor must have sought the best possible advice.
It cari scarcely bc imagincd that he did not consuit the Governor-
Gencral of thc Dominion before procccding to such unpreccdcnted
mecasures. Tliat constitutional righit xvas on his sie there can bc no
doubt ; and if constitutional usage xvas against hlmii, that is 11o

proof that hoe w'as wvrong. Without doubt, thc D liotiîchervillc Govcrn-
ment had no positive warranty for introducing mlca'uires, affccting so
great riglits as werc touched by their kýail\\ay and 'Fax B3ills, without
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor. That ho liad the righit to
dismiss his Governmient tberc can be no question. But bis action since
bias complicated matters. Hie withhield bis sanction to the Railway
Bill fromi the old administration, and lias not yet vetoed the Bill under
the new Govcrtnment. That should have bcen donc at once. Since it
wvas not, it looks like timidity on the part of the prime inover in the
coup d'etat. The movemient may be found to lack brains; if so, it will
be a calamity. Meantime M. Joly sbould make bis appcal. to the
country at once, for now bis opponients can play thé role of martyrs,
and utter a cry ad inisericordiam. We do flot see the end of this yet.
If the De Boucherville party is to remain uncbanged, then no man
caring for the province can vote for it; if it is going to change the tout
ensemble, and to depart from the old methods of working, let thcmn tell
us wliat their plans and purposes are. At present the interests of the
province are dcpending upon M. Joly and bis party. We know what
the De Boucherville Government bave done, and are glad they are
turned out of office. The Joly Government promise retrenchmient in
matters of expenditure. Wbat do the others promise ? This is no
mere question of politics, and can in no wvay affect the relation of
voters to the Dominion Parliament. We are concernied to save the
province. De I3oucherville bias almost ruined it. Can M. Joly
save it front Ultrarnontanism, that is to say, batikruptcy-fanaticismù
-chaos ?

The epidemic of rowdyism bias spread to the west. Toronto bad
a touch of the disease last Monday evening; and the next morning
haif a mile of Queeni strcet west looked as if an invading army had
passed that way in the night. But Toronto is soniewbat intolerant of
the rowdy ; and by this time soute score samples of the lawless
fraternity are effectually disqualified for any breacb of the peace for at
least a few weeks to corne. The charge of a column of muscular men
in blue, ninety strong, staff lu hand, was a demonstration sufficiently
forcible to vindicate the dlaims of law order in the space of a very few
minutes, when it was once seen that the mob meant mischief. Law-
lessness bias been effectually checkmated in the capital of Ontario, for
tbe time being. The foolish people wbo invited O'Donovan Rossa to,
lecture bave not gained rnuch by their motion. The Fenian agitation
lias contributed several tolerably ridiculous episodes to modern history ;
but none, heretofore, one-half so ludicrous as the spectacle of the
IlSecretary of the Skirmishing Fund" alighting head first in a
mud hole wben attempting to evade imaginary foes by throwing
bimnself front the train sorte bundred yards short of the Toronto
station.
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