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The iron manufacturers of the Cleveland
District are taking preliminary measures for
baving the wages question reviewed, with a
view to a reduction, by the Boar@of Concili-
ation and Arbitration.

. The London engineers resolved, at a meet-
jng held reccent ly to ask arise of 2s. per
week on their wages, and if this is not cén-
ceded, to cease work in all the workshops on
the 1at January.

The Greenock house- -joiners agreed on Fri-
day night to reqiest afl increase of wages from
1at April next ; but a larger meeting is to be
called before presentmg the memorial, which
aska payment of 3d. instead of 7d. per hour.

One thousand five hundred men, employed
by Messrs. John Brown & Co., Sheffield, in
the Beesemer steel department, have received
notice of a roduction of 10 per cent. in their
wages. 'The reason of this is that Continental
makers are underselling English 10 per cent.

The strikein the central districts of Belgium
has now teminated to the advantage of the
sworkmen whoses organization proved more
powerful than the employers had anticipated.
The agsistance derived fron gocieties in differ
.ent parts of the country contributed grea.tly to
bring this result, for the Belgium workingmen
are daily realizing the importance of helpmg
each other throughout the whole country, in-
Yiead of limiting their cfforts to merely local ;4
struggles.

The example of the strike, or rather lockout,
set by the housewives of Cassel, promises to
be followed .in many Cerman towns. The
women of Cassel, it may be remembered, in-
dignant at the extortion practised on the daily
market, corabiped to taboo that market alto-
gether, and now puchase butter, eggs, and all
sorts of victuals elsewhere, wherever they can
_get them, or do without, till the market ver-
.dors shall reduce their prices to a fair standard,
“The women of Dortmund have now resolved
40 take the same course ; moreover, in order

- togive greater force to o united effort, they

have convoked a woman’s congress to their
-eity.

At a special ineeting of the Machinists’ and
. Blacksmiths’ Union, No. 1, of Comnecticut,
*held in Tyler's Hall, New Haven, on Dee. 27,
the following gentlemen were elected to fill the
offices for the ensuing year : Mr. James Mawn,
‘President ; (leorge Hadley, Vice-Pretident;
John Flecther, Treasurer; George H. Thomas,
Recording Secretary ; Jobn Bulger, Financial
:Necretary ; James Minty, Conductor. This
Union enters on the third year of its existence
in a flourishing condition.  Meetings:
gecond and fourth Thuarsdays of the month.

A mecting of tlie Leicester carpenters, was
held on Monday evening December 1st, at the
Temperance Hall, at which a goodly muster
.attended, The cause was well advocated by
:several members, which amounted to this:—
About eight years ago, the standard wages
‘here were 20s. per week of 36% hours, which

- g0 remained until the commencement of 1871,

-when an agitation commenced for a reduction
.of time to 54 hours, and 63d. per hour, amount-
‘ing to only 3d, advance per week, namely 20s.
:3d., which was gained after a struggale of two

months. During the past summer, much dis-
satisfaction has been expressed, bub no steps
taken un bout three months ago, when 4

‘meeting was held in the above place, which
ended in an adjournment for threo months.

“This meeting has decided to send - to the em-'

ployers for an advance of 1d. per hour, to com-
mence on the first Saturday in Aprl, 1874. A
committee of six non-society men, three Amal.
gawmated, and three General Union men were
chosen fo carry ont the above object.

“In Simin, notwitbstanding the confusion at-
_tendant on the present grave politicnl disgen.

- tions, the trades are still presevering in their

G oﬁ 9tts to obtain better wages. The federation

ﬂl the scctions of the dyers which forms |c

- .oné-of the Lranches of the ‘“Union of the
Spnmsh Manufactories,” has recently held a
' -congress at Sausg in Cetalenia. Hereresolutions

of a purely bnsiness character were at first
“discuseed aud sdopted all tending to knit the
the bonds of ution more firmly. Awnother con-
‘gress has aleo been held at Barcelonia convok-
. ¢d by the federation of the “threo steam sec-

txons » This is a name glven by the Spamards

"vto the workmen omployed in preparing, spin-
ing, and weaving cloths, etc. The chief
:matter of debate related to the mumerous

stiikes which’ have recently ocourred in this
"-tinde and’ especially the strike of the men em-

.{3‘?]“‘ by a notorious Carlist manufacturer

o’

the

named Puig y Llagostera. Twenty sections
were represented at tho congress and it was
estimated that there was about 1,500 men on
strike. 7The federation decided to support
them to the best of its 2bility. '
For the last six months the bottle makers of
Bordeaux have been contending against their
employers. These are the conditions for which
they at first stipulated :—1. Therighttoleave
work aftor giving & month’s notice. That this
rulo bo observed without the necessity of any
written engagement. 2. That the ornament-
ation of tho bottles should be paid extra.
3. That all bottles with a flaw should be
immediately hroken up. 4. The abolition of
the £12 caution money which the workmen
are now obliged to pay to the employers, They
further demanded the regular payment of
their salaries on the 10th of each month and
an augmentation of two pence half-penny per
kundred bottles. This propoesed regulation
was emphatically refused by the employers,
and after much discussion and geveral meet-
ings the workmen resolved tv moderate their
terms. They acquiesced in the necessity of
written engagements, but insisted on suppress-
ing 3 clause introduced by the masters to the
effect that two workmen conld work where it
has always been customary to employ three.
They offered to do ornamentation fo the extent
of three per cent. where they formerly worked
to the extentof six per cent. without extra
p*\.y They aba.mloned their clause with regard
hot They also consented
to contmuc paymg the £12 caution money,
and only demanded the merease of pay of 21d.
on bottles that hold 70 centilitres and upwards
Notwithstanding this very considerable modi-
fieation of tho original demand the employers
have not yet shown the sli-htest disposition tg
effect o compromise,

-

THE FACTORY ACTS:

The reports of Messts. Redgrave and Baker,
Inspectors of Factories, have just been issued
for the half-year ending 30th April last, sup-
plying us with a mass of interesting detzils as
to the operations of the Actslimiting the hours
of work of women and children in workshops
and factories, besides statistics of the number
and quality of the injuries to workers reported
in their respective divisions. Taking the last
mentioned portion of the report first, we find
that in the half-year there were reported
2,731 accidents to females, and 909 to males,
giving a total of 3,640. A largenumber of the
injuries were sustained by young persons and
chilidren, namely 1,425 of the former and 306
of the latter. A comparatively small propor-
tion of the accidents, however, were fatal, the
the total number of deaths being 154 males
and 9 females ; and of these, again, the greater
portion were adults. Though the totals are
high, Mr. Redgrave shows that the proportion
of accidents, in apite of the constantly increas.

lessening. Comparing the accidents which
occurred 20 years ago in cottoun, woollen,
worsted, flax, hemp, and other factorics, the
only kind of works which have been under the
Factory Acts for more than ten years, we find
that in 1830, though the number of accidents
was slightly less—4,158 as compared with.
4,230—than in 1870, the number of persons
employed in the last mentioned year was §92,-
106, as compared with 596,082, and the pro-
portion of accidents to persons employed 1 to
143 in 1850, against 1 to 210 in 1870. Thus,
with constantly increasing occasions of acei.
dents in the multiplication of workshops and
workers, we bave a steadily decreasing ratio
in the number of accidents. This is doubtless
duo to the strict enforcement, by the inspectars,
of the restrictions as to the fencing of machi-
nery, restrictions. which every day seems to be
more necessary, in order to keep pace with the
incroased speed and complexity of manufactur-
ing machinery. Mr. Baker observes that there
is a tendency to revive the practice once so

common and so dangerous, of allowing children
to pass between fixed and traversing partsof
machinery ; but several prosccutions which
he institutod will, he hopes, lessen the danger
from that source. Tho most interesting parts
of the reports are perhaps those which refer to
the observance or non.observance, of the
clauses of the Factory Acts with reference to
the employment of women and children. - The
number of informations lodged Quring the six

595,  Mr, Baker c;annot sy thati in his division
the restrictive clauses of tho Act are fairly
observed. The factories, he says, bave been

to some extent neglected, owing to the great

lincrease in workshop visitation—an argunent,

ing nnmber of factories and workshops, is|

months ‘was 800, and the nuwmber of couvictions

we should aay, for an increase of the inspect-
ing ataff. The prosecutions embraced nearly
all classes of violationa of the Factory Acts ;
children employed without proof of physical
fitness, or amongst dangerous wachines ; and
children emplayed during the night or employ-
ed without proof of attendance at school. In
somo cases the children were found working
after 8 o’clock at night on Saturdays; and, in
one case, proscention was instituted against a
master for employing a child only cight years
of age. No part of tho report is more sadden-
ing to read than this. In one case we find a
child ten years of age engaged in flower-making
from 8.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. ; in another, a boy of
twelve, working full time in a manufacturing
chemist’s workshop in Manchester, and, of
course, without any school attendance.
Birmingham, and the black country gencrally,
are spoken of as districts where there is a
areat neglect of education, Both masters and
parents scem to connive at the systematic
working of overtime. The number of children
who are working half time is increasing rapid-
ly in Manchester and Birmingham : but that
would not matter so much, if the free portion
of the time was directed to the education of
the children. This, kowever, is by no means
the case ; and we trust our own School Board
will take note of the fact that in Birmingham,
where in 1869 the children working Lalf-time
were numbered by hundreds, at the close of
the present year tbey will be numbered by
thousands ; and the vast proportion of them,
though employed on & system providing for
time to attend school, simply run wild when
work hours are over. Mr. Baker also directs
attention to milliners, whase case is peculiarly
sad from the fact that those who are victims
ol oppressive employers fear to come forward
as prosccuting witngsses lest they should be
dismissed from employrient aljogether. The
workers, says Mr. Baker, whed asked, uni-
formly protest against work.ng more thad teR
and o half houre a day, for, with few exceptions,
when these hours [arc excecded the gains go
entirely to the employers, who pay nothing
for overwork, but set it off against short days
in the dull seasop, when the aggregate hours
of work are not more than seven or eight.
The dificulty in $he case of the milliners is to
obtain cenvictions, owing as we have said to
the reluctance of the girls to give evidence.
Speaking on this point, Mr. Baker says :—*‘1
have myself had so many-letters and personal
calls by milliners’ girls who have been employ-
ed into the small hours of the morning, and
on visitanion have found the statements to be
correet, that I could fain have endeavored to
stop the practice by prosecutions; but such
was the fear of dismissal that I bave never yet
found one daring toYive evidence before the
Justices in consequence of the certainty of
being a marked character from day forwards,
and out of employmeat a3 s.on as it was con-
venient for her to be discharged.” One of the
most degrading instances of femalenight-work
is given by Mr. Sub-Inspector Fitton in con-
nectibn with the salt works at Droitwich,

where the men work nearly nude, and where
the women commence to work too often before
six in the morning. Mr. Fitton reported a
case to Mr. Baker as a matter for strictinvesti-

gation. adding, however, “I cannot produce a

witness, as every one of the twenty-four
women employod at the six pans declared that

she was not among the five stowed in the sheds
at 3.25 in the morning. Put I can swear, and

it is not denied, that J saw a woman stripped

and ready for work at that hour, and all ran

off and bid themselves as soon as I entered the
ghed ; one of them had a salt-box in her hand.

I shonld be glad,” says the Sub-Tuspector, *4if
the cmployment of wemen at salt work wae

altogether prohibited, as, altbyugn I by ne

means desire to see the employment of fumale
labor in factories g(nerully put an end to, J

believe that the semi-vude working at salt

factories is in every way bad for women, and

it ia ‘especially injurious to nursing mothers

and their infants, who are bronght intn the
steaming sheds -to be suckled ” This is a
picture of British female lifo that will match
nearly anything that can be prodeced of the
dogradation of women in tho most barbarous
nations, and wo cemmend it to the atientioh
of Sir John Pokington, the member for the
borough of Droitwich. TFrom the two reports
it is clear that a vast deal remains yet to be
done for the protection of women and children
in factories, and wuch, above 8], to enforce
the education of the kalf-time children, Bir-
mitgham, especially, i3 guilty with regard to
the neglect of her-young; but we have little

fear that by the efforts of the energetic men |

Inspectors will have a different story to tell
during the next three ycars.—ZEnglish Payper.
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CURRENT EVENTS.

Tt is said that Mr. Disraeli proposes to make
an American tonr next Spring.

The Over Darwen Co-operative Society has
a library of 2,400 volumes,

Mr. Nicholas Balline has established a co
operative atore and bazaar at Kharkof, in
LRussia.

It appears that the co-operators of Roch-
dale, devoted £1,000 a year to educational
purposos.

General Pavia, who led the troops info the
halls of the Cortes, and dispersed that body,
is to be tried by Court-Martial for rebellion,

The Spanish Government has been defeated
by a majority of twenty on a test vote, and a
new Cabinet, with Marshall Serrano as chief,
hay been formed.

The Duke of Edinburgh and his Russian
bride, the Grand Duchess Marie, will, after
their arrival in England, occupy apartments
in Buckingham Palace until the completion of
Clarcenco House.

In Mayo county, Ireland, intense feeling
has been excited by the suicide of a farmer
named Hurst. - He had been threatened with
eviction, and to avoid ruin he Arowned him-
self.

Contributions are being taken up in New
York for the families of the Jate Professor
Proniter, of Geneva, and the Rev. A, Car-
rageo, of Madrid,, members of the Evangeli-
cal Alliance, who were lost on the Ville de
Havre,

Mr.. Thomas Baring who died recently, has
left one year's salary to all the clerks and ser-
vants in the employment of the firm of Baring
Rrotbers, The sum which will have to by
peid under this provision, is upwards of £40,.
009.

The Royal Society has made a grant to Pro-
fessor Ferrier for the purpose of enabling him
to vonduct a series of experimnents npon the
brains of menkeys. Professor Ferrier will
shortly submit a paper to the society embody-
g the resulls of his investigations,

Colonel Gordon, R. Ji., the English delegate
on the Danube commission from Constantiople
to Egypt, has accepted the offer made him by
the Khedive to continue the exploration of
Ceontral Africa, began by Sir Samuel Baker,
and hes started on his perilous journey.

The Russian General Kauffinan is under tho
shadow of imperial displeasure for his manner
of conducting the Khivan war, especially for
his attack on the Turkomans, bis premature
publication of the treaty with Khiva, and
his wasteful and corrupt admiuistration in
Turkestan. '

Siy Lambton Loratine, Bars,, R. N., com-
mander of Her Britannic Majesty’ war ateamer
Niobe, has received an address from British
subjects resident in Central America, thank.
ing himn for the service herendered his fellow-
couuntrywmen by the prompt measures he adopt-
ed against General Streber in. Honduras.

We sce it stated that the Allan steamers
Polynesian and Scandinavian, in addition to
tiac Sarmativn, foymerly reported, have been
chartered by the British Government to actas
transports to the seat of war on the Gold
Coast. Thie price to be paid for their services
is given at £40,000 to each steamer.

Theo Peculiar people, an English sect, have
again come into contlict with the law, Xmma
BRarlow, of Plaistow, Ilssex, was taken sick,
and trasted in the Lord, but failed to calla
doctor, Her husband, who also Dbelonged to
the gect, would bave summoned a physician
had she requested it, and thie ' coroner’s jury
on that ground exonerated him from criminal | 2
respousibility.

A yonnyg Frenchman of Manchsster, N. H.,
wet a deaf and dumb and friendless young
lady from some where, and wooed and won
her. She could not even write ier name, but
hall to be fitted out with a temperary appel
lation to g0 through the marriage service with;
and the husband ‘ouly fomud out who she was
the other day, aiter two years of remarkable
quiet life,

The agents of the General Trans-Atlantic
Steamsbip Company receivel a despatch yes-
terday announcing that the French Admiralty
court has pronounced judgment in the Ville

4u Havre case, declaring the manauvre of the

the Loch Eam to have been the cause of the °

disaster. Captain Surmoant was eulogized by
the court. '

Steps sre being taken, says a recent rq)ort
of the Leeds Industrial and Co-operacive Soe
ciety, by the educational committee by means
of lectures at the centre and various districts,
by opening rcadisg roome, forming branch
libraries, &ec., to bring the co-operative educas
tion of the membera on a level with and even
superior to their material prosperity.

It is reported that the Hot Springs and Big
Valley Indians, some eight hundred men,
women and children, in Sisktyonu county,
California, are in danger of starvation in cone
sequence of their vogetable meaus of subsist-
ence being overran by cattle;'and we hear
that the U, S. Commissioner of Indian-Aflairs
has authorized o committee to act for the relief
of these poor Indians,

Mr. J. Arch, the president of the Agricul-
tural Laborers’ Union, had an interview with
Mr, Gladstone recently. According to a
correspondent of the Leeds JMlercury, the ine
terview was at the Premier’s request. Mr.
Arch narrated hisrecent Canadian experiences,
and informed Mr. Gladstone that the only way
to stap the threatened exodus of laborers from
that country is to concede houschold suffrage
in counties, and to induce landowners by
legislation or otherwise to improve cottages
and grant lenses of two or three acres of land
on the same terms as are given to farmers.

Lord Aberdare recently distributed the
prizes to the successful students of the Sehoo!
of Art at South Kensington musgeum, and in
the course of his remarks took occasion to
sommend the establishment of such institu-
tions as tending to promote the study of a
higher standard of art throughout the coun-
try. 3le waf much gratified that the Gold-
smiths’ company had out of its riches distri~
buted sums of raoney to artists for the beal

[ deéstang, End d‘\"ii‘.g the Iast year it “was noldi

worthy that nine of theso prizes had been
given. Out of these he was glad to find seven
hzd been won ‘cither by students of this school
ov those who had been its students in former «
times,

Tux Famise 1x Bexear.—The prospects of -
the spring crop are better, but the Tirhoot
planters expect worse times thaun in 1866.
There is distress in Sarun and Chumparum,
and the people are crowding to the Relief -
works in parts of Patna, Dinagepore, and
Rajshaye, but not yet elsewhere. The Cal
entta rainfall is 25 inches short. The native
press takes & gloomy view of future prospects.
English opinions are conflicting, Sir G. Camp
bell has admonished the zemindars to give
help to their tennntry, and Vestows praice
apon three large landholders who have done
so. The famine officially reported at Marwar
and Jeysulmere,

The New Haven (nion says :(—The Rhode
Island State Prison is rapidly taking rank as
a manufacturing institution. Last year, it
sold &10,0G0 worth of manufactured articles,
and the year hefore, $82,000 worth. As the
number of criminals was about the samein
both years, it would naturally follow the in-
crease in sales was owing to smperior work-
manship on the part of the prisoners. If the
State would ouly offer a little inducement for
crime, now and theu, so_as to materially in-
crease the number of involuntary workmen
und:r her control, she might do an immense
thing with her prison trade. The suggestion
is worth cousideration.

The strikes of the American railway engin-
cers, it now appears, are ended, or, with hardly
an exception, are under the control of the
several companies concerned, Now, would it
not be well for the railway companies gener-
ally, aud their enginecrs and other employes
w0 hold council together and enter into some
general agroement by which the iuterests of
both sides will Le secured with the interests
of: the public? Between capital and labor, -
surely, from all these disagreemcents, the
rights and interests of both sides can be moie -
c.hoap]y secured by reciprocal concessions than
by war,

S~ Bull Cards and Prbgu:hmei, Post-
ers, in plain and colored inks, Business
ba.rds, Bill Heads, Circulars, and every
description of Plain and Ornamental Job
Printing executed in ﬁrat-clahs ltyle at the
Wou\nu\ Oftice.

He who receives a good tum ll;on\d never

Ville du Havte to have leen blamoless, and

forget it ; he who doos ono, shonld noven-o-

who now cantrol our School Board, our Factory . ; holdi g the bal management on the part of | member xt,



