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RAIL WAY APPEAL

Government Refuges t.
Went Jato Effect on Me

'PEAL May be made freni any judgment of the. Board
of Railway Commissioners ta the, Governor-ia-Council.

ougli the goverament has in the. past always refrained
i interfering, and in fact has rarely been app.aled te,
seme of the opposers of icreased railway rates ha're
led ta try ta secure a modification ot th~e rate judgment
ýunced last week, An effort was, i fact, madie ta have
stcivance postpeaed, but wlthout success. In a statement

ýon September 13 the government sid:-
"Telegranis have been reeeived from different parts et
country pretestiag against the. jutigment ot the Board
tailway .Commissioners grantlng a generali ncrease in
vay rates, and requestlng that the action of the. board
Id firut b. suspendeti aad afterwards set aside by the
rnment. Many of the wires recelveti have been sent
r misappreheasion as ta the position of the. Board of
way Commissioners and its action ta the government.
wlres, indeed, would ladlcate titat a bellot exista whieh,
at prevalent, ha at lest obtaied inl certain parts of
country, thut the Board et Railway Conissioners la

,ya departm.at of the governinent service, Titis is
the. casýe, andi it la important that the rigiit position b.

Rullway Coatrol Noa-1>olitical
"In 19>13 parleament decideti that the. coatrol of rail-
i wês ta b. removed frein direct <Iepartmeatal andi
ical interference andi provision was madie for a Boardi et
way Commisioners. The. board *was subsequently con-
tati and lias since diachargeti the. stututory andi judicila
tions assigneti te it ia a manner undoubtedly, on the
~e, in the~ publie iterest andi ta the, generai acceptance

ouglit to b. granted rather than to the clairn that no increase
should be made. The official judgment of the Inter-State
Commerce Commission of the United States lias, as well,
been available for reference. This judgment, it inay b.
noted, is now in,force. A perusal of titis judgnient disciosea
that more general, and, in many cases, heavier increases
have been granted to railvays in that country. For example,
on coal the Int.er-State Commerce Commission has increased.
the rata 35 per cent. in western territory, and 40 per cent.
in eastern territory. In Canada, the rates on ceai are in-
creased 10 cents per ton on all existing rates not exceeding
80 cents, and lncreasedi 15 cents per ton on ail existing rates
over 80 cents per ton and not exceeding $1.50 per ton; and
20 cents per ton on ail existing rates over $1.50 per ton.

Less Titan i United States
"It wli b. noted that the increase in Canada is very

considerably the lower. Coal constitutes a large proportion
of the total trafflc of Canadian carriers. The rates on sand,
gravel and crushed stone in the UJnited States have been
lncreased 40 per cent, for the eastern territory, 35 per cent.
i the western, In Canada no increase whatever is aiiowed.
On cordwood, siabs and Mill refuse used for domestic fuel,
the same increase bas been granted in the United States,
while in Canada the increase is held dlown ta 10 per cent.

"The general increases allowed in American territory
are reduced in the cost of niilk movement, the. increase ai-
lowed there by the Interstate Commerce Commission beig
20 per cent. In Canada no icrease whatever is aliowed.

"Over and above this the increases in the United States
are not limited as ta time ;n the manner as ta which. in-
creases in Canada are. The gen"rai increases ef 35 per cent.
in western territory and 40 per cent in .eastern terrltory
allowed by the. Canadien board are reduced, undiýr the judg-
ment, to :30 per cent. and 35 per cent. effective January 1
next, and, in addition, the. railway companies are bound to
subniit monthly staternents se tliat their earnings may b.
checked and reductions made in rates, i case the. rates ai-
lowed provod unnecessarily high.

"It should aise be noted that the increase ia passenger
rates is aise limited. In the. Amnerican terrltory the. increas.,
ia 20 per cent.; in Canada the increase ie 20 per cent., but
in Canada thi. Increase is ta b. reduced ta 10 per cent, effec-
tive Jaiiuary 1 next, <and on July 1 next the. increase ia caa-
eelled aitogether, No limitations are madie in the. American
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