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THE HOPE OF LEASCOMBE ;
. OR,
THE CONSTANT ONE.

—

A TALE OF THE SEA.

—

(From the N. Y. Metropolitan Record.)

CHAPTER IIl.

Next day,a room adjacent to that of Mrs,
Desmond—a charming room brautifully furaished
—was given to Sophy, or Miss Lester, as che
was usually called. She had, too, a lady’s maud
placed entirely at ber orders. Her mother’s
apariment was selected as near ta her as possible,
Mrs Lester felt as if n a dream. Sbhe could
herdly be brought to uaderstand the truth at first,
s0 bewildered were the circumstances, Bathow
the poor widow rejoiced when she became a lit-
{le calmer 7 Her dearest hopes were more than
realized. and the future of ber Sopby was now
brilban! indetd.

Mrs. Desmond herself undertook the finishing
of Sophy’s education, They devoted nearly the
whole day to sludv m common ; and the widow
was surprised to find, that if she could teach
Sophy some things, sbe 1n return could teach her
many others. Inreturn for music and singing,
she mparted to her a taste for certain authors,
which bad itherto been to ber as sealed books.
It was daubly delightful (o read them since they
were Henry's !

Another lelter came from him, dated Calcutta,
saying that he was going a voyage as second
mate to the South Seas; and in this there oc—
curred the following singular passage: * Should
you have an opportunity, make ioquiries as to
tie health of a Sir Edwerd and Lady Temple-
ton, and their dauglter, Mrs, Desmond. But
a3 you love my peace and happiness do aot be-
tray my having evedenced any interest in them,
They were kiod 1o me when I was young ; but
T shall never see them again, for reasons konown
only to myself. Still, Tshould be glad to know
that they are well’ This paragraph caused
deep grief to all— to Sophy more thap any one,
as it seemed To denote a feeling somewhat diffi-
cuit to be conqnered, and a headstrong character
of rather unpromising tone. Still, they all lived
10 bope.

Sophy pursued ber accomplishments with ac-
tivity, taking a great delight especially in music.
for which sbe bad an excell:nt ear. She did
not meglect the children, although they bad, for
form’s sake, another governess, They were in
8 great degree a happy and woited family, though
anxiety for the return of the young Hope of
Leascombe caused mapy moments of pain and
sorrow ; the more that from that day they had
po more letters, por any tidings of the vessel
which Heory sailed from Calcutta. They made
every inquiry — they wrote to merchatts and
sgeats ; and then, at the end of sixteeo months,
the ship was reported missing. Again there
were sorrow and mourping in that house, No
ose gave up all Lope, but they could pot bave
much faith in the future. They began to fear at
last, that either Henry was lost, or that he was
captured by some of the roving privateers of the
French. .

CHAPTER 1V,

The schooner William Put left Caleutta
witb 2n assorted cargo, to trade n the South
Seas. It wasnot a large vessel, and bad few
bands. There was tke skipper, a mate, a second
mate, and four men, a boy serving as steward
and cook. They were well armed as they ex-
pected to deal witb the npatives, who were then
very apt to take violent possession of articles -
tende? for barter, Besides, they intended to do
a little smuggling on the South American coast,
if posstble—this being in fact the real, the other
rather the ostensible object of the voyage. But
this was known only to the skipper and anp illiter-
ate sallor, who owed his post of first mate to his
being the skipper’s brother. Harvey had been
taken more for his stientific knowlege than for
anything else. His place, therefore, was plea-
sant enough ; as the others, having to trust their
movements entirely tohim,showed him great de-
ference and attention, He had none of the kard
labor ot the ship-board duties, being, in fact,
more like the captain thau the owner hamsell.

They sailed from Calcutta just after tbe April
monsoon, along the coast of Sumatra and Java,
worked round by Borneo and then made for
New Zealand, touching at all these places; they
afterwards visited the Tonga and Marquesas Is-
lands—1the whole gecupying about five montbs.
At this junciure — they were about to sal from
ore of the Society Islands— the skipper called a
solemn cabinet council ; preseat himself, tus bro-
{ther, snd Wilham Harvey, as he was here called.

' Now, messmates,’ said he, ¢ il your panni-
kins, and stand by tor a bit of a yarn, - You see,
we've been knocking ahbout these five month,a
dPlng just-pothing at all—but that’s pesther here

“hor there, It gin’t “cost much for vicluals, a3

LP've done 2 pretty good trade with the savages,
But now I've got fresh gronnd. I'm a going to
do a stroke of serious business. The Spaniards
arn’t easy to trade with, because they have laws
and a hogo ! don’t understaud ; but 1've got a
good cargo below of tobacco, silks, tea, coffee—
things as will do, some for one place, znd some
for another. But if I goes and pays duty lor
these things, it ai’t worth my while, T might as
well sal for Lugnun. But now, my boys, |
once was a mate io a slaver ~ but that’s nnt now
—and [ learned 2 deal at that trade. 1 know
one or (wo nice little bays, where we can run in
and lie snug, and do a little busicess. Here is
my brother speaks Spanish better than e’r a
Don of them. So what say you, Wilham 1—
Will you go with us, and lead the men !’

I will go myself, and aswer for the men,’ re
plied Harvey, quickly. ¢ I’m not fond of any’
goveroments; and I can see no harm in domg
business against thelaws of Spam.

¢ Spoken like a mam, say 1! exclaimed the
skipper, by name Red Thorn. ¢ But why are
you so confident about the men 7’

¢ Because they would follow me anywhere.—
Dido’t I mck the crew myselt? They’d throw
you overboard if T told them to do so, said
William Harvey, quietly.

! The duece they would "’ eried the startled
skipper. ¢Ha, ba, ha! T hke thal though;
hang me 1f I don’t, You’re the sort of a chap
for us, So, now, just push off the course to Val-
divia. Haoged 1f I know where it 155 but I
kkoow 1t when I see it.”

¢ Very good, sir, sard William Harvey quietiy,
¢ I'll see exactly to-morrow. How?’s her head 7’
T'ins was shouted to the man at the wheel.

¢ Sou-west, sir,?

¢Puc ber at south uotl midnight, and theo
south east,' replied Wiliam Harvey.

¢ What 2 head he has got!’ exclaimed the
skipper, holding up bis bands in amszement, and
opening his eyes wide ; for he himself, Harvey
was already aware, knew nothing of navigation.
This was his first voyage ; and bow he ventured
out under such circumstances was a mystery.—
Harvey bad shipped mysteriously. e had left
his own vessel from some difference with his
captain, and was doing nothing, when one mght
a mae called upon him, and declared bimself to
be 10 want of a second mate who knew naviga-
tion well, and could, in fact, take charge of a
vessel at need. ~ He had heard that Wlliam
Harvey was his man, and offered him good wages
tor himself and any four men who would jon.~—
He wished, ke said, to sail secrelly, to avoud
certain formalities and dues ; so be lay conceal-
edin a creek, known only to himself, If, then,
the young man accepted his offer, he must come
on board at midnight.

Harvey agreed at once. The aflair pleased
bim. He was pleased at the secrecy, and even
by the suspicious aspect of the whole matter, it
looked piratical. But sicce the young man,in a
fit of passion, had thrown off the yoke of discip
line, he tried to blind himsell to his owa errors,
by throwiag the blawme on the captain, the gov-
eroment, the laws—on anytbing rather than his
owa headstrongness, He took a kind of fierce
delight n defying the law. At miduight, he
was at the boat with four of his comrades, whom
be bad tempted away from the sbip he bad him-
self left. Thoey found the skipper waring for
them. No words passed; they entered ihe
boat, and pushed of. The four men began at
once to pull, wlnle the stranger steered. ar-
vey, who bad taken a brace of pistols under his
top coat, sat near the skipper. It wasa dark
and windy pight; but the man seemed to know
s way. For four hours be advanced, until at
last be bade them pull gently, and suddenly en-
tered a narrow creek, the eotrance of which vas
all but invisihle. It was very narrow indeed.—
Tbey did not proceed far befere they saw a light
and then heard a cry,

¢ Who goes there ”’

¢ Red Thorn, replied the skipper, ¢witha
Joliy crew. Al right,’

In an instant they were alongside a schooner,
which rode with bare poles 1n that secluded spot,
surrovnded by trees and jungle. They were glad
enough to get on board; and as soop as they
bad enjoyed a hearty supper, they retrred to
rest, At a very early hour, bowever, they were
roused up to haul tie vessel out of its strange
dock. T was eflected with some difficulty ;
but all was happly got over, and at length they
were n (he open sea.

The ship boy was about sixteen, asd a greater
stave pever trod a deck. The captain was
brutish m his maoners, but evideolly a coward;
so he lavished his ferocity on the poor lad, who
was driven bither and thither by his master like
a patient dog. He worked night and duy, aod
never grumbled, The captan would constantly
threaten to shoot lhm hke a dog. Willsm
Harvey pitied him ; but he knew himself. He
knew that it he interfered, and the captain besi-
tated to acquiesce in his desires there would be

a scene and a quarrel, and be could not trust dis

own temper; so he shut lis eyes to the other’s
bad conduct, and cootented himself with the
feeling, that he was exercising a laudable selt-
demal in pot inlerferiny with the captain, whom
be bad no right to school. He was himself uni-
formly kiod to the lad, by whom he was beloved
as by the men.

T'bis was the stale of affairs at the mement
when they turned their heads towards Valdivia,
a place they were never destined to reach.

CHAPTER V.

A few davs later, the wind suddenly increased
to a gale, aud (bhey fouod themselves obliged to
take in pearly all s'il. It was clear to Wilham
Harvey from the first, that they were ahout to
pass through a severe storm — and he told the
skipper so. Thorn turned very pale. Although
an old sailor, he was obviously a coward, at least,
although he had scarcely ever showo any un-
manly fear before, during the whale of this voy-
age he seemed to be afllicted by a suddeo and
unaccountable hmidity. ¢I leave it all in your
hasds,’ he said quickly.

I will do what isin my power,’ replied Har-
vey.

Thorn did not reply, but went below with his
brother, drank with him pervously whole goblets
of raw rum, and then they both turned in, leav-
ing everything to our young bero, the four men,
and the hoy.

*A  bad-lockiog sky, s’ said the boy,
timdly. He was standing by Harvey on the
quarter-deck.

‘Very bad, Bob: I don’t half Jike it; but
please Gad, we'll get over 1t.’

¢I don’t know. I mever thought we’d ever
end this voyage well) musad the boy,

¢ Why so, Bab #

¢T den’t know.
But 1 pever did.’

¢ Nogsense. Because you got blowed up a
bit, you think it must end bhadly. Mind your
Lelm, Peters ; keep her straight before 1t.”

The gust mcreased, grew more violent every
momen?, and soon became almost a hurricane,—
The sky was black as night, alhough furid
fiashes of lightning 1llamined the scene every five
minutes, seeming to burst from clouds aver tteir
heads. The sea came rollng on now in vast
billows, then breaking in short wares. Some of
these swept the deck, and forced all to lay hold
of the first ropes they could catch 1o preserve
their footing. The wind howled demoniacally in
the ngging, and came with sudden gusts or blavts
that threatesed to lay Ibe schooner every mo-
ment on her beam-ends,

William Harvey kept hi< eye about him every-
where, and fooked anxiously now at the masts
working wildly 10 their sockets, now at Lhe
shrouds apd stays. ¢ We must lie to close
bau'ed,” be said to Peters. At thatinstant, a
ware of vast dimensiwons came rushing madly on,
dashed agaist the starboard bulwarks, broke and
tell with awlul force ou the deck, bhnding Har-
vey for a noment, and forcing him 1o look only
to bis own preservatios. He shook bimself, and
stood erect to view the evil done. The main
mast was over tiie side ; the vessel had been af-
most submerged by the mere weight of the wave;
and Boh lay senseless i a flood of water by the
lee-scuppers. Havwing raised him up, his next
act was to rush with an ax to the larboard rig-
ging, which be cut away, so that the mast lay
completely free overdoard, drageing behind.—
He then turaed to Bob, who was recover ng
from the stuoming blow he bad received. He
laid him down on a spare sail, and examined biy
wound. |t was sumply a great bruise, but not
likely to be dangerous.

¢| know’d it, I kaow’d 1t,” he muttered, as he
recovered bmself. ¢ We shall never get bome ;
murder never prospers !’

¢ Murder! what mean you? cried Harvey io
a low tone.

I doo’t care if be does kill me—I will tell)?
groened the voy. *I've always wished to, bur
he swore he’d tnurder me too.’

¢ Peters, keep a sharp look-out. That puff
was, I thok, the worst of it, 1 sball go below
fur half sn hour with Beob in the forecastle.—
Call me if there’s the least change.’

' Ay, aj, sir!? said Peters. Harvey saw at
once that the worst of the gale was over. He
wished to have taken measures to have saved tne
mamn masl, but he deferred that uotil he had
heard the boys conflessicn.  He aided fam, thea,
below, and laywg him 1w his birth, bade him
speak, Aad this was the boy’s story .

The rea} name of the schoover, William Pitt
was the Ganges, and she was vsuully devoted
to the coasting trade, She had been bult fur
commerce between Calcutta and Bombay, and
was the property of one -Mutttew Finlayson,
who also, like a thrifty Scotchman, commanded
his own vessel. He had made 1w his lime much
woney, and purposed rehiring shortly from aclive
business, and giviog up the concern to Thorp,
the mate, Bot it seemed ths did oot smt rhat
worthy’s purposes,  He koew that Finfays mn al.
ways kept his cash about bim, and concewved a

I suppose it’s osly nn 1dea.

desire to obtain possession pot ooly of the other’s
vessel, but bis fortune. Feor this purpose, he
alhied himself with his srother, who was always
bis companion, and together they determiued to
effect their purpose, no matter by what means.
The Ganges was fitted out lor the voyage to
Bombay w the creek already alluded vo—her
conduct not being exactly withw the strict letter
of the law—and Ler crew was already chosen,
and had received orders to join their vessel at a
certain fixed date. Three days before, Thorn
rose early one mormng and went ashore, accem-
panied by his brother. They made for the cabin
inbabited by Matthew Finlaysca, and kaaocking
were admitted. The boy rose himsell and let
them in, while the skipper asked them what they
wanted.

¢ You!” said Thora giving lim » sudden blow
upon the head with a heavy shick, that stretched
him hieless on the floor. The brather zave him
a second blow as severe, and the victim never
moved afterwards.

¢ Tet us kil the youngster,) said the brother,

¢Nn! 1 want lnm. He’sa good cook,” said
Thorn. ¢ Now, you yvoung rascal’ added e,
“ pune of your nonsense. If ever you speak of
this, I’il serve vou as [ have served him.

The boy vowed 1o be true and fanthfu), fright.
ened ag he was, and then weat on board with
them. Thorn set out immediately for Calcutta,
while his brother remained bebrmd to guard the
ship and the boy. The sext night the new
skipper returned with her crew,and the schooner
sailed.

CHAPTER VI

Willlam Harvey sat like one n a dream when
the boy had finished his story. And this was
the end of his youthiul career 7 His headstrong
folly had brought hitn 1n league with robbers and
assassips. He was liable al any moment to e

takeo up. act only for being in a ship without
papers, satling under a false name, butas a pirate
and ‘hiel. His whole hie flished before him :
his fonlish defiance of his venerable and really
kind superior officer - his guarrel with his father
— his sbandonment of home—his second guarrel
with the merchant captan ; and he felt mck.—
But he resolved cow, right or wrong—and here
he acted with his ucual impetuosty—Io have no
future conuection with such ruffiaos as those by
whom he was now commanded.

« Come on deck. Bob) be sad to the boy,—
 You feel hetter now, But tell me, il 1 defend
you agamst tms man, will you be true to me

« Mr. Harvey, T will be your slave,’ began
Bob.

¢ 1 don’t want a slave: I want a gonod and
obedient bny,? said Harvey. ¢ Noa follow me
and go call the caprain.’

The voung an went on deck, followed by tke
trembting boy. Shorily afler, Harvey went
quictly below, and armed himsell with a cutlass
and a pair of pistols.  He then sternly bade the
men go do the same. They asked no questions,
but all, save the man at the wheel, did as they
were bil,

¢ Tell the skipper and his brother,’ smd Wil-
ham, ¢ that they must ccme on drck instantly.’

The sturm still raged, but with somewhat less |.

fury than before. the mnd having abated some—
what, but not the waves. The sky was siill
dark and glonmy, clouds gtill coursed along the
heavens, and lighimng occasionslly Gashed,—
Nowhe.e was there the shightest agn of land or
of human aid, and the schooper was all bat ths-
abled,

At this juncture, the skipper and his brother,
uttermg horrid ocaths, came (umbling up the
COMPAnIOn-way.

* Why, whai’s the matter now, that a fellow
must be roused oot of e sleep 7’ began Thorn.

* T'he matter is, that I arrest you both as mur-
derers and pirates P said Harvey, collariag the
skipper, and clapping a pistol 10 s breast, while
the men instinctiorly imitated him,

¢ That’s you, you young serpent I’ exclaimed
‘I'horn, who turned ghastly pale but offered no
resistance. ¢ Jack was sight—I should lave
cracked your head too.

¢ There, master, you bear,” said Bob retreat-
In L]

g What you have saw,) continued William
Harvey sernly, * is proof enough of whar I ar-
rest you for. My men, I tuke these two fellows
into custody for the wilful murder of Matthew
Fiolayson, and for runuing away piratreally with
nis ship. Al me fiest to secure thrm,and I
will then explain all.’

They made no resistance ; they held dowa
their heatls, and suffered themselves to be mana-
cled without a word  Willam Harvey, cap-
furing them thus on the high seas, after co many
months, m a learful storm, seemed 2 kwnd of
judgment upon them for thewr sius; and they
felt already as if they bad the fatal rope rovand
therr necks. ‘

They were placed 10 a small open space in
ibe bold, wnere Bob and one of the men bad

previously tam, winle' Harvey 100k’ posseesion of
their cabin. He first nddressed’ the créw  a

briet speech, told the terrible tale that Bob bad
commumcated to bim, and then warned them of
the fearfu] consequences that might have ensued
hud they rendered themselves m any way the
accomplices of the criminals. He undertook to
take them hLome to Calcutta, there o throw
themselves on the mercy of the law, and to give
up the guilty to justice,

The men with one accord agreed to trust en-
tirely to him, aod to follow hun, if need be, to
the end of the world. .

Harvey thanked them, and expressed his-con-
viction that they would be rewarded instead of
punished for their conduet. e then directed
the mast, the storm having now completely
abated, to be fished up from alongside, so that
they mught try and replace it in some fashion,—
Tor this purpose, he proposed to put into one of
the islands they had left bebind them, and there
refit and prepare in every way for the journey
hime. The unfortunate sehooner was accord-
ingly fitted with Jurv-masts, and turzed in the
direction of the nearest island that ijts young
cotnmaader found on the map. i

The breeze was now warm and genial, and
brought to them pleasing feelings after the ex-
citement ot the last few days. The prisoners
were allowed to come on deck, with a strict
injunction to coufine their conversation to one
avother, s Hacvey feared that, with their wily
tongues and stores of gold, they might tamper
with the men.

Tlis order was obeyed with ~eluctance, as the
society of fellow criminals is never very pleasant
or agreeable. But Wiliam Harvey felt no
werciful feeliogs towards them. He could not
but feel ashamed of much in the past, but he
ahli} laid more to the fault of others than to him-~
gell,

They were but seven days’ easy sail from the
iland celected, and acecrdmgly o the sixth they
began keeping strict watch. It hod been agreed
that {wo men should keep watch w turp,al-
though, in the event of rough weatber, the pri-
soners,” under careful precautions, were to be
called oo to work for tieir Lives, There were
many necessary things, too, to do, that Harvey
ordered them to perform, under the penalty of
stopping their meals. They sullenly acquiesced,
utterly subjugared by the commanding tones of
the young officer,

He was oo deck with one man and the boy on
the morning of the seventh day, and had an-
nounced that about twelve he expected to see
land. At that hour, Peters came up with hjs
watch to dinner, which Bob was diligently pre-
paring.

* Bob I” excliimed the captain suddenly, who
had a telescope in Ins hand—fgo aloft.?

The boy rao up the fore-rigging with extreme
agihiy.

* Now look out about nor-west!” cried HMare
vey, pointing i that direction with his glass,

¢ Ay, ay, ar)]

*Do you ree anything

The men cime crowdiog up 1n astate of great
anxiely.

¢ No, s’

 Look agam.’

‘Loand, ho! T see it—a little bill popping uj .
like a cloud out of the water /> screamed th
boy with delight, while the three men whispere(
their admiration of their young commander’s ae.

curacy and abiiity,

‘Excellent, Bob! Now, come down, an(
give us dinner, after which, we’ll splice the main:
brace.”

Bob came down quite elated, handed out the
boiled fish and peas, which they were ahout to
est on the deck, took the prisoaers therr portion,
who sat amul-stips, smoking sullenly, and then
relieved the man at the wheel, n task he was al-
ways fond of. Ilarvey gave him strict injone-
tions to keep steadily his course, and then sat
quetly down to his dinner. He added a bottle
or two of some good wine that bad been usuaily
drunk at the captain’s table, and thus cautiously
helping bunself and the men, kept them talking
aud chatliog fora couple of hours. He then
rose 10 his feet, ’

‘There! the islaod, my boys,’ be said, as
they followed bis example. About five miles
distant, lay a small islagd, green grassy, but not
very elevated out of the water. There was a
bill in the middle, but not a lofty one, and ths
was covered wilh trees, It looked pleasant,
cheerful and welcome enough ; so the men haled.
their arrival with three cheers,
about 1ts inbabitents, continued .Harvey ;¢ s0-.
arm yourselves, and uncover the swivel, of which
I declare Bub the captain. But, now, mark me’
—no bad.conduct with the natives, or ‘we. shall;
get the worst of it.  'We are lew in number; and: |
must be very cautisus. You have behaved like:
men, and I hope I shall be able 'torepoit'the; |
same at bhome.” ' e o

Toe crew cheered him - beartily, promising :ta -
obey bvm stil}, and Harvey felt the advantage of. °
baving selected four steady . well-behaved, docaly -
men, He bad chosen them bécaude’they' wer(® - -.

¢] doo’t know.



