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to be impressed upon the people more forcibly,
and to have taken peeuliar hold of the national
mind. Let us consider what these peculiur
features of St. Patrick’s teachings were, and
we shall sce how they reveal to us what I pro-
posed as-the third point of this sermon, namely,
the merciful providence of God over the Irish
Church and people. They were the followiog :
Fidelity to St. Peter’s chair and to Peter's suc-
cessor, the Pope of Rome, devotion fo the
Blessed Virgin Mary ; prayer and remembranee
for the dead; and confiding obedience aund
Jove for their bishops and priests. These were
the four great promment features of Patrick’s
teaching: by the first, namely, fidelity to the
Pope, be seeured the uuity of the Irish Church
as living member of the Church Catholic; by
she second devotion to the Blessed Virgin, he
secured the purity aod morality of the people;
by the third, care of the dead, he enlisted on
the side of Catholic truth the natural love and
strong feclings of the Irish character; by the
last, attachment and obedience to the priest-

_hood, he sceured to the Irish Church the prin-
ciple of internal union, which 1s the secret of
her streogth,

TE PREACHED FIDELITY

and upswerving devotion to the Pepe—the head
of the Catholic Churclh. Coming direct from
Rome, and filled with ccclesiastical .kuowledg_e,
he opened up bofore the eyes of his new chil-
dren and reveuled to them the grand desigo of
Almighty God in His Church. TIlc showed
them in the world around them the wonderful
harmony which speaks of God; then risinginto
the higher world of grace, he preached to them
ihe still more wonderful harmony of redemption
and of the Church—the Church, so vast as to
fill the whole carth, yet as united in doctrine
and practice as if she embraced only the werm-
bers of onc small family or the inhabitants of
ouc little village; the Church cmbracing all
races of men, and leaving to all their full io-
dividual freedom of thought and action; yet
animating all with one hcart; gilding all with

the dictates of ome immutable conscience, and

keeping every, cven the least, member, under
the dominion of one liead. Such was the Chuch on

which Patrick grafted Ircland—* A glotious church,

without spot or wrinkle " a perfect body, the very

mystical body of Jesus Christ, through which “ we,

being wild olives, are engrafted on Him, the trae

olive-tree,” so that ¢ we are made the tiesh of His

Jesh, and boae of His bones.” Now, Patrick taught

our fathers, with trath, that the soul, the life, the

neart, the conscienceand the head of the Church is

Jesus Christ, and that Lis representative on earth,

10 whom He kas communicated all His graces and

powers, is the Pope of Rome, the visible head of

God’s Church, the Bishop of Bishops, the centre of

unity and of doctrine, the rock and coruer-stone on

which the whele edifice of the Church is founded

and built up. All this he pointed out in the Scrip-

tures, from the words of our Lord to Peter. Peter

was the shepherd of the fold, whose duty it was to

5 fecd both lanbs and sheep,” with “every word

that cometh from the mouth of God” Peter was
ihe rock to sustain and uphold the Church : “Thou
art Ieter, and upon this rock I will build wy

Church" (words which are the very touchstone of

faith in these days of sorrow). Peter's was the

¢trong unerring voice which was ever to be heard in

the Church, defining her doctrines, warning ofi’ the

enemies, denouncing errors, rebuking sinners, guid-

ing tae doubtful, strengthening the wenk, coufirm-

ing the sirong; and Jesus said, “Thou, O Peter,

confirm thy brethrem Datrick taught the Irish

people not to ba scandalized if they saw the cross

upon Peter's sboulders, and the crown of thorns

upon bis head, for so Christ lives in His Church and

in her supreme pastor; but he also taught them

that he who strikes Peter strilies the Lord; he

taught thom what history has taught us, * that who.

soever shall fall upon that stone shall be bruised ;

and upon whomsoever it shall fall it shall grind

him to powder.” He taught them that ia the day

when they separated from Peter they separated from

Christ, as did the foolish men in the Gospel : ¥ After
this muny of his disciples went back and walked no

more with him. Then Jesus said to the twelve, will

you also go? And Simon Peter answered Him:

Lord, to whom shall we go? 'Thou hast the words

of eternal life.® Thus it was, my brethren, that He

‘bound thewm to ¥ the rock of ages” to Peter's chair,

with the firmest bond of obedience and love aud in-

fused into their souls that supernatural instinct,

which, for fifteen hundred years hias kept them,

through good report and evil report, through perse-

cution and sorrow, faithful and loyal to the Holy

Sce of Rome. It was a band of obedience and love

that boupd Ireland to Rome. Thus, in the begin.

ning of the seventh century, when the Irish Bishops

assembled to consider the question of cclebrating

Easter, we find the Fathers selecting some ¢ wise
and bumble men,” and sending them to Rome for
instruction, “as children to their mother;” and
this in obedience to a primitive law of the Irish

Church, which enacted that, in every difficulty that
might arise, * the question should be referred to the
Head of the Citics," as Rome was called. 'This de-
votion to the IToly See saved Ircland inthe day of
trial.

Tha next great feature in Pateick's preaching was
devation to the Mother of God. Of this we have
abundant proof in the numerous churches built and
dedicated to God under her name (Tempolll Mauire),
ot Mary's Church, became a familiar name in the
land.

IN THE FAR WEYT OF IRELAND,

where the traditions of our holy faith arc still pre-
gerved, enshrined in the purest form of our grand
old Celtic language, the sweet name of the Mother
of God is heard in the prayers and songs of the peo-
ple, in their daily familiar converse, in the sup-
plications of the poor, not under the title of ¥ our
Lady,;” or of the “Blessed Virgin,” but by the still
more endearing of (Maure Matheir) * Mary Mother.”
And so it was that Patrick sent hiis Catbolic doc-
tnnes home to the heartsof the people. e preach-
ed Jesus Christ undcr the nnme by which he is still
known and adored in that far western land: {(Hec
na Maighdine) * the Virgin's Son,” thus admirably in-
sinuating the great mystery of the Incarnation, and
preaching Jesus through Mary; and Mary herself
he preached, with all her graces and glories, as
-4 Mary Mother,” 'The example of her virginal
urity and maternal love he mado the typeof the
?rish maiden and mother: and s0 well did they
learn their high lcsson that they have been for nges
the admiration of the world, and the glory of their
afflicted country. The devotion f{o Mary sank deop
into the heart of the nation. So well had they al.
roady learned to love and to appreciate her that, in
8 few years after their conversion to the faith, whea
they would express their love and admiration for
tho first great Irish saint—St. Brigid—they thought
they had crowned her with glory when they called
her “the Mary of Ireland” This devotion to Mary
was & protecting shield over Ireland in the day of

her battle for the fzith, -~ .
~ The third great prominent point in St. Patrick's
preaching was the doctrine of Purgatory, and, con-
sequently, careful thought and earnest prayer for
1he dend, Ts is attested by the ordinances of the
most ancient Irish synods, in which oblations, pray-

ers and sacrifice for the dead are frequently men-
tioned, as evidently being the practice, frequent and
loving of the people. They were not unmindful of
the dead, " like others who have no hope” Every
ancient church had its little gaveyard, and the
jealous care of the people, even to this day, for these
consecrated spots, the loving tenacity with: which
they have clung to them at all tiraes, speak of tkeir
faith in this great doctrine, and tell w8 how much
Irish hope and love surrcunds the grave. ¢ Noth-
ing is our own except our dead,” says the peet, and
so these affectionate hearts took with joy the doc-
trine of mercy, and cmtied their love and their
prayer beyond the tomb into the realms of expiation,
where the dross of earth is purged away, the gold
and silver refined, and souls saved are prepared for
heaven, ¥ yet 8o as by firo.,” This doctrine of the
Church, so forcibly taught by Fatrick, and warmly
accepted by the Irish people, was also a great de-
fence to the nation’s faith during the long ages of
persecutiion and sorrow,

Finally, tho great saint established between the
people aud their priesthood the firmest bonds of
mutual coufidence andlove, Inthe Catholic Church
the priest is separated from men and consecrated to
God. Tle duties of his office are so high, so holy
and supernatural, and require such purity of life and
devotion of soul, that he must, of nceessity, stand
aloof from: amongst men and engnge himself with
God ; for, to use the words of the apostle, he is ¢ the
minister of Christ, and the dispenser of the mys-
teries of God."—Hence, every Catholic looks upon
the priest as a supernatural man ; supernatural in
the unction of his pricsthood, in his office, his pow-
er, his life, his dulics, and most sacred in his person
as the auointed of the Lord, "This was the idca of
the priestbood which Saint Patrick impressed upon
the Irish people. The very name by which the
pricst has ever been known in our lapguage, and
which has uo corresponding word in the English
tongue, signifies ¢ a sucred man and a giver of sacred
things” Suchis the exalted dignity of the priest.
hood, such the kuowledge and matured sanctity re-
quired for, and the tremendous obligations and du-
tiea imposed upon it, that we generally find the first
priests of a newly converted people strangers; men
who in Christian lands were brought np and. edu-
cated for their high mission. It would seem as if
the young Christianity of a people, like a vine but
newly planted, were unable yet to bear such full
matured fruit of holiness., But it was not so in Ire-
land, my brethren. There we bebold a singular
instance of & people who immediately produced a
national priesthood. The prieste and bishops of
Ircland, who assisted and succeeded St, Patrick in
hig great work, were almost to a man Irishmen. So
congenial was the soil on which the secdlivg of
Cliristianity fell, that forthwith itsprang up into the
goodly tree of all holincss and power; and so the
aged apostle saw around Lim, in “the ring of his
brethren,” those whom he lad himself baptized,
anointed and consecrated into the ministry of God's
altarand people. Taken thus from the heart of the
people they returned to them again laden with
divine gifts, and, living in the midst of them, joy-
fully and countentedly ministered unto them ¢ in all
things that ate of God.” A community of joy and
sorrow, of good and of evil, was thus established be-
tween the pricsthiood and the people of Ireland ; an
intercourse the most familiar yet most reverential;
an union of the strictest kind, founded in faith, fidel-
ity and affection, and cemented by centuries of tears
and of blood

FOR MORE THAN A THOUSAND YEARS

the work of St. Patrick was the glory of Christen-
dom. The Virgin Church of Ireland,unstained even
by one martyr's blood, became the prolific mother
of snints, Strange indeed, and singularin its glory,
wns the destiny of Innisfail. The Irish Chnrch
knew no childliood, no ages of painful and uncertain
struggle to put on Christian traditions, Like the
children iu the early ages of e Church, who were
confirmed in infancy, immediately after baptism,
Ircland was called upon, as soon as converted, to
become at once the mother of saints, the home and
refuge of leurning, the great instructress of the na-
tions ; and, perhaps, the history of the world, does
not exhibit a more striking and glorious sight than
Ireland for the three huodred years immediately fol-
lowing her couversion to the Catholic faith. The
whole island was covered with schools and monaste-
ries, in which men, the most renowned of their age
both for learning and sanctity, received the thousands
of students who flocked to them from cvery land.
whole citics were given up to them ; ns we read of
Armagh, which was divided into threc parts—
“ Triun-more” or the town proper ; © Trign-Patrick,
or the cathedral close; * Trian-Sassenagh or the
Latin quarter, the home of the foreign students. To
the students the evening star gave the signal for re-
tircment, and the morning sun for awaking, When
at the sound of the carly bell, says the historian,
& two or three thousand of them poured into the
silent streets and mnde their way towards the light-
ed church, to join in the service of mating, mingling,
as they went or returned, the tongues of the Gael,
the Cimbri, the Pict, the Saxon, and the Frank, or
hailing and answering cach other in the universal
janguage of the Rorzan Church, the angels of heaven
must have loved to contemplate the union of so
much perseverance with so much piety.” And thus
it was, not only in St. Patrick's own city of Armagh
but in Baugor, in Clonard, in Clonmacnoise, in Mayo;
of the Saxans in Tagmahon and Bog-Erin, on the
Slaney; in famed Lismore, on the Blackwater; in Mun-
gret, on the lordly Shunnon ; in the far-off Islands of
Arran, on the Western Ocean ; and in many another
sainted and historic spot, where the round tower,
and the group of seven churches, still remain, silent
and eloquent witnesses of the ranctity and the glory
of Ireland's first Christianity. The nations, behold-
ing and admiring the lustre of learning and sanctity
which shone forth in the holy isle, uaited in confer-
ring upon Treland the proudest title ever yet given
to a Innd or n people; they called her ihe Island
of Saints and Doctors.”

The voice of history clearly and emphatically pro-
claims that the intellectual gupremacy and guidazce
of the Christian world belonged to Ireland from the
sixth to the ninth centuries,  But, although religion
may flonrish in the Lalls of the university, and be
fuirly illustrated in the peaceful lives of the suints,
yet, there is one crown, and that, indeed, the vory
countersign of faith,~— Victoria gquce vincii mundum
fides "—which can enly rest on the browsof a church
und a nation which has been tried in the arcna of
persccution and war; and that crown is victory.—
The bay-trec may flourish by the riverside; the
cedar way rear its majestic head on the mountain-
top; lcaf and fuir flower, and the fulness of fruit
way bae there ; but it is only in the dack hour, when
the storm sweeps over the earth, and every weak
thing yields to it, and is carried awny by its fury,
that the good tree is tested, and its strength is
proved, Then do men sce whether it has struck its
troots deop into the soil, and se twined them about
the hidden rocks, that no power can tear them out.
The good ship may sail beforo the prospcrous gales,
znd % walk the waters” in all her beauty and wme-
jesty : but it is only on the morning after the storm,
when the hurricane has swept over the faca of the
decp,when the angry waveshave beaten upon bier, and
strained to its utmost cvery element of her strength
—sceking to destroy her, but in vain,—that the
snilor knows that i can trust to the heart of oak,
and steep securely in his noble vessel. Thusitis
with the Church in Ireland, Her beanty aud hor
sanctity were known and admired both of . God and
man; but her Lord was resolved that she should
wear such crown of victory as never was placed on
a nation's brow; uand therefore, at two distinct
periods of her history, was she obliged to mect and
conquer & storm of persccution and of wur un-
cqualled in the world's anmals, Thé first of these

the ninth century, when the Northmen, or Danes,
invaded tho country in mighty force. They came
not only as the enemies of Ireland’s nationality, but
much moro of her faith; and we invariably find
that their first and most destructive fury wasdivect-

ed against the churches, monasteries, and schools,
THE GLOONY AND TERRIBLE WORSHIP OF ODIN

hundred long years the whole land was covered with
bloodshed and confusion, the pation fighting with
heroic courage and perseverance, in defence of its
altars and homes; until, at the close of the eleventh
centwry, Ireland rosc up in her united strength,
shook off the Pugan and fierce invaders from ber
virgin bosom, und cast them into the sen. The
faith and religion of Christ triumphed, and Ireland
was ag Cutholic, though far from being as holy, at
the end of the eleventh century. Now we can only
realize the greatness of this result by comparing it
with the history of other- nations. Behold, for in-
stance, how completely the Musselman invasions
destroyed the Chiistianity of those ancient peoples
of the East who had received the faith from the lips
of the apostles themselves; how thoroughly the

the Christian faith of the North of Africa—the
Alexandria of St. Alatk, the llippo of St. Augustine
the Cartliage of St. Cyprian. History attests that
nothing is move subversive of the religion of a peo-
ple than long-continued war; and of this great
truth we have, without goiug to the East or to Africa,
& most melancholy proof in the History of England.
« The Wars of the ltoses,” as the strife between the
House of Lancaster and York was called, cover a
space of only thirty rears from 1455 to 1485. This
war was not directed at all against religion, but was
simply a contention of two great rival Houses strug-
gling for the sovercignty; and yet it so demoralized
the English people that they were prepared to accept
almost without a struzgle, the monstrous form of
religious error imposed npon them at the so-called
Reformation,—an heretical Church with a tyraat,an
adulterer, and a murderer for its head. Contrast
with these and many other such terrible examples
the glovy of a nation that emerged from a contest
of three hundred years, which was really a religions
war, with faith unimpaired, and untarnished by the
least stain of superstition or infidelity to Ged.

It was necessary for us to-day torecall the =ad
events that followed the Danish invasion of Ire-
land. The crown of empire fell from Ireland’s
brovws, and the Leart broke in the nation's bosom.

« The emerald gem of the western world
Wus set in the crown ot the stranger.”

Tt is, however worthy of remark, that although
Ireland never was united in her opposition to her
English invader, as she had been at Clontarf, still
the contest for national existence was so gallantly
maintained, that it was four hundred years since the
first Norman invasion, beforc the English monarch
ventured to assume the title of “King of Ireland.”
It was in 1169 the Enclish first landed, and it was
ou the 10th of June, 1541, that the royalty of Ireland
was first transferred to an English dynasty, and the
Lordship of the Island of Saints conferred on one of
the most wicked and inhuman monsters that ever
cursed the earth, King Henry VIII. And now a
new gra of persecution and sorrow opened upon
Ircland, The nation was commanded to give up
its faith aud religion. Never, since the begiuning
of the world, was an all-important guestion more
solemnly put ; never has it been more trinmphantly
asd clearly answered, The cuestion was: Were
the Irish people prepared to stand by their ancient
faith, to unite in defeuce of their altars; to close
with the mighty persecuting power of Engiand, and
fight ber in the cause of religion? Sclemnly aad
deliberately did Treland take up the gage and ac-
cept the great challenge. The issne scemed scarcely
doubtiul, The world refused to Lelieve that a peo-
ple who could never be usited in defeace of their
national existence wonld unite as oneman in de-
fence of religion ; or that the power which had suc-
ceeded in breaking Ireland's sceptre and wrestling
her crown shou!d be utterly defeated in its mightiest
and most persistent eftorts to destroy Ircland’s an-
cient faith. Yt so it was to be. The ¢ Island of
Saints and Doctors” was destined to bea land of

land's nationality was destined to be saved in the
victory which crowned her wonderful and glorious
Lattle for her faith. This is not the time nor the
occasion to dwell upon the details of that terrible
struggle in which the whole strength of ecarth's
mighticst people was put forth against us; which
was fought out on a thousan:d battle-ficlds: which
deluged Ireland with the best blood of her children,
and reduced her fuirest provinces, over and over
again, to the condition of a waste and descrted lund.
RUT THE CELT WAS ENTRENCHED

in the citadel of God ; the light of divine truth was
apon his path, the power of the Most High nerved
his arm, and the spirit of Patrick bhung over him,
like the fiery cloud that overshadowed the losts of
Israel upon the plains of Edom and Madian.

Ireland’s preservation of the Catholic faith has
been a puzzle to the world, and men have sought to
explain in many different ways the extraordinary
phenomenon. Some ascribe it to onur natural anti-
patby and opposition to Lngland and cverything
English; others again allege the strong conserva-
tism of the Irish character, and its veneration for
ancient rites and usages, whilst linglish historians
aud philosophers love to attribute it to the natural
obstinacy and wrong-headedness which they say is
inherent in the Irish, T do not deny that, amongst
the minor and human causges that iufluenced the re-
ligious action of the Irish pcople, there may have
beena hatred and detestation of England., The
false religion was presented to onr fathers by the
detested bands that had robbed Ireland of ler
crown; it was offered at the point of the sword that
had shed (often treacherously and foully) the blood
of her best and bravest sons; the nauscous dose of
Protestantism was mixed in the bowl that poisoned
the last of her great carls—Owen Roe O'Neill.  All
this may have told with the Irish people; and 1
also admniit that a Church and religion claiming to
be of God, with such a divinely appointed head as
the sainutly Henry the Eighth—such a nursing mo-
ther as the chaste Elizabeth—such gentle mission-
aries 8s the humane and tender-hearted Oliver
Cromwell, may have presented difficaltics to a peo-
ple whose wits were sharpened by adversity, and
who were not wholly ignorant of the Christian char-
acter, as illustrated in the history and traditions of
their native land,

We may also admit to a slight exteut the con-
servatism of the Irish character, and its veneration
for antiquity, Oh, how mnch our fathers had to
love in their ancient religion! 'Their bistory began
with their Christianity ; their glories were all inter-
twined with their veligion ; their national banners
were jnseribed with the emblem of their faith, ¢ the
wreen, immortal Shamrock ;* the brightest names in
their history were all associated with their religion—
 Malachi of the collar of gold,” dying in the midst of
the mouks,and clothed with their holy habit on an is-
land of Lough Enncl, near Mullingar, in Mcath—
Brian, “ the great King,” upholding the erucifix be-
fore his army on the morning of Clentarf, and ex-
piring in its ¢mbraces before the sunsst—the brave
Murkertach O'Brien answering fearlessly the threat
of William Rufus—for, when the English king said,
looking towards Iroland, “I will bring hither my
ghips, and pass over and conquer the land ;" “ Hath
the King,” asked the.Irish monarch, “in his great
threatemings snid, *if it please God?” And when
answered, no ; “Then tell him, exclaimed the Irish
hera, #1 fear him not, since he putteth his trust in
man, and not in God"—Roderick O'Connor, tke last
“ High King” of Ircland, closing Lis carcer of disas-
tor and of glory rRmongst the canons of the Ablbey of

great trials cameupon Ireland at the beginning of |

Saracens suceceded, in & few years, in destroying '

heroes and martyrs, aud the sacred cause of Ire- !

Cong—salat, and bard, and hero, all alike presented
themselves to the national mind surrounded by the
E halo of that religion which the people were now
i called upon to abandon and despise. Powerful as
! was the uppeal of history and antiquity, I cannet
‘ give it any great weight in the preservation of Ire-
: land’s Catholicity., I do not belicve that adherence
i to ancient ueage Lecause of its antiquity is a- pro-
" minent feature of Irish character. We are by no

was to replace the religion of Christ; and for threc | means so conscrvative as our,English neighbors.

y It is worthy of remark that usages and customs
. once common to both countries, and long since
abandoned and forgotten in Ireland (Christmas
“ waits,” for instance, harvest-homz feasts, May-pole
dances, and the like) are still kept up faithfully
and universally throughout Englaud. The bells
which, ir Catholic times, called the prople to early
Mnss on Sunday morning, are still rung out as of
old, through mere love of anclent usage, although
their ringing from Protestant towers in the carly
morning has no mesning whatever, for it invites to
no service or prayer. And yet in the cssential
matter of religion, where antiquity itself is a proof
of tisth, the conservative English gave up the old
faith for the new ; whilst the Irish-—~In other things,
[ 80 regardless of antiquity—dicd and shed their

; blond for the old religion, rather than turn, for one
| instant, to the strange imposture of the new.

But nonc of these purely natural explanations
can explain the supernatural fact, that a whole peo-
ple preferred, for ten gencerations, confiscation, exile,
and death, mther than surrender their faith; and
. the true reason lics in the all-important circum-
i stances, that the religion of the Irish people was the
true religion of Jesus Christ, bringing not only light
to the intelligence, but grace and strength to the
heart and will of the nation. The light of their di-
vine faith showed them the hollowness and fallaey
of Protestantism, in which they recognized an ont-
rage upon common gensc and reason as well ag upon
God, and the grace of their holy Catholic religion
cnabled them to sufter and die in its defence.  Here
it is where we recognize the Providence of God in
the preaching of 8t. Patrick.

TIE NEW AND FALSE RELIGION

assailed precisely those points of Catholic teaching
which he had engraved most deeply on the mind
and heart of Ireland, asif he had anticipated the
trial, and prepared for it.  Attachment to the Holy
Sce, was more than & sentiment; it was & passion
in the Irish bosnm.,

Through good report and evil report, Ircland was
always faithful to Peter's chair; and it is a curious
fact, that, when the Christian world was confustd by
the pretensions of Antipodes, and all the nations of
Cliistendom were, &t one time or other, led astray,
s0 as to acknowledge some false pretender, Ireland,
with an instinct truly supernatural, never failed to
discover, to proclaim, and o obey ths true pontiff
She is the only Catholic nation that never was, fora
moment scparated from Peter, nor mistaken in her
allegiance to him, Her prayer, her obedicuce, ber
| love, were the sure inheritance of each sueecuding

Pope, from Cclestine, who sent Saint Pairick to Tre.
i land, to Piuz, who, in our own day, beheld Patrick’s
i chillren guarding his venerable throne, and pre-
pared to die in bis glorious cause, In every Cath-
olic land union with Rome 13 a principle. 'In Ire-
land it was a devetion. And so, when the evil
genins of Protestantism stalked through the land,
and with loud veice demanded of the Irish people
separation from Rome, or their lives—the fnithiul
people of God consented to die, rather than to re-
nounce the faith of their fathers, transmitted to
them through the saints.

Devotion to the Mother of God was the next preat
feature of Patrick’s preaching and of Ircland’s Cath.
olicity. Theimage otall that is fairest in nature and
grace, which arose before the eyes of the people, ns
depicted by the great apostle, captivated their foa-
ginations and their hearts.  They ealled herin their
prayers ¥ Miden dheelish)” their darling Virgin, In
every family in the land the eldest daughter was a
Mary: every Irish maid or mother c¢mulated the
purity of her virginal innoceuce, or the strength
and tenderness of her maternal love,  With the
keenness of Jove they associated their daily sorrows
and joys with hers; amnd the ineftable grace of
maiden modesty which clung to the very mothers
of Ircland seemed to be the brightest reflection of
Mary which had lingered upon the earth, Oh, how
harshily upen the cars of such a people grated the
detestable voice that wonld rob Mary of her graces,
and rol: the world of the light of her purity and the
glory of her example ! Never was the Mother of
God so rlear to Ireland as in the days of the nation’s
persecution aad sorvow, Not even in that bright
day when the Virgin Mother secemed to walk the
earth, and to have made Ireland her home, in the
person of their own St Bridgid was her nawe so
dear, and the love of her so strong as in the dark
and terrible time when chiureh and altar being de-
siroyed, every cabin in the land resounded with
Mary’s name invoked in the Holy Losary, the great
devotion that srved Ireland’s Luith,

'Fhe third great leading feature of our holy reli-
gion assailed by Protestuntism was the sweet and
tender doctrine of prayer and love for the dead.—
That which is opposed to divine truth is always,
when we analyze it, an outrage on the best instincts
of man, Remembrance of those who are gone, and
a desire to help them, to communicate with them,
seems natural to us all, and the more affectionate
and tender-hearted and loving n people are the
moredeeply will they realize and appreciate the Cuth-
olic doctrine of Purgatory, and prayer for the dead.
How terrible is the separation of death,as seen from
the Protestant point of view! In the Catholic
Church this mystery of death is despoiled of its
worst bitterness, It is only a removal from our
bedily sight, as if the Joved one were ouly gone ona
Journey for a few days, to return to us again, Our
intercourse with him does not cease; nay, we can
do more for him now than ever we could in life,
aud by our prayers obtain for him the relief and
consalntion that will never be forgotten during the-
long day of eternity in Heaven,

TO A PEOPLE LIKE THE IRISH,

naturally affectionate, and strongly attached to each
other, the Christian doctrine of prayer for the dead
must always be grateful, Our history served to
deepen this portion of our Catholic devotiop, for it
was a history of sorrow and of national privation ;
and sorrow softens and enlarges the heart. A peo-
ple who had lost 50 much in life, turned the more
cagerly and lovingly to their dead, I remember
once seeing an aged womdn, weeping and praying
over a grave in Ireland ; apd when T questioned her,
endenvoring to console her, shie raid: © Let me ety
my fill; all that I ever had in this world ace here in
this grave ; all that ever brought me joy or sorrow
ig here under this sod ; and my only cornsoelation in
life is to come here and spesk to them, and I pray
for them, and weep We may imagine, but we
cannot realize, the indignation of our fathers, when
the heartless, sour-visaged, cold-Llooded men of
Geneva came to them to tell them, that hence-
forth they must be “unmindful of their dend,
like others who bave no hope This doc-
irine may do for the selfish light-hearted, thought-
less worldling, who loves nothing in death, and
who in life only loves for his own sake; but it
would scarcely be acceptable to & gonerous, pure,
and loving race, and withal a nation of mourners,
18 the Irish wero, when the unnatural dectrine was
first prapounded to them,

Finally, the new religion was repregented to the
Irish peoplo by men who grotesquely represented
themselves ng successors of the apostics, The po-
pular mind of Ireland had derived its iden of the
Christinr. pricsthoud from such men rs St. Patvick,
Columbn, of Iona, and Kovin, of (lendalough —
The great majority of the clergy in Ireland were at
all times monastic—men who added to the character

!

and purity of the priest the sanctity and auster;
the Cenobite, The virtues of Ire{md’s plieesrtlI:hlr
made them the admiration of other lands, but
idols of their own people The monastic glorieg :
ancient Lismore and Rangor were still refieg ¥
from Melifont and Bective ; the men of Glendalgy,
aud ancicnt Armagh lived on in the Franciscan g
Dominican abbeys thronghout the land; ang {h
Cutholfc Church presented, Ip the 16th centary, io
her Irish .clergy, the same purity of life, sancii -
and austerity of morals, zeal and learning, which il
lumined the world in ages goae by. Steeped ag oy,
peoplo were in sorrow, they could not refrain fr, :
mirth at the sight of the holy * apostles” of the ne
religion, the men who were to take the place of th‘
Catholic bishops, and priests, and monks, to teace
and illustrate by their lives the pure gospel which
Lad been just discovered—the Mormonism of th
16th century. English renegade monks, Englis}:
apostate priests, English drunken Lrawlers, with
ferocious English army at their back, invaded th:
land, and, parading themselves, with their wives or
coacubines, before the astonished and dirgusteq
people, called upon the children of St. Patrick agg
St. Columba to receive them as “the ministers of
Christ, and the dispens.rs of the mysteries of God,
Their religion was worthy of them—they Lag no
mysteries to dispense to the people; no sacrifice no
penance, no confession of sin, no fasting, no \'tlm-s
to God, no purity, no counsels of the Gospel ng
Eactament of matrimony, no priesthood, no ano,int.
ing of the sick, no prayer for the dend. Gracioug
God! They came to a people whom they hag
rubbed of their kingdom of carth, nud demanileq of
them also the surrender of the Kingdom of Heayen)
WAS EVER HEARD SUCH AUDACITY ?
What wonder that Ireland took her own priest, her
¥ soggarth arcon,” to her bosom! Never did’ she
know his value till now. It was only when she
bad seen his hideous counterpart that she realized
all that she posscssed in the humble child of St
Francis and 8t. Domipick. The sunshine is al] the
more welcome when we have seen the bluckness of
the night; the sweet is all the sweeter when weo
have tasted bitterness, the diamond shines all the
brighter when its dull, glassy counterfeit is sot be.
sndg it; and the Angel of Light has all the purer
radiance of hieaven around him, after the llﬂright(;(]
eye bas caught a glimpse of the spirit of Darkness
As stranuers, the ministers of Protestantism bhave
lived in Irelund for three hundred years; as strang.
ers they live in the land to-day. The people m;d
their clergy, united, “have fought the good fight
have kept the faith,” and we have lived to sce ~the’
trinmph of that faith in our own day.

Now, I say, that in all this we see the Providence
of God in the labor of Ireland's glorious apostle,
Who can deny that the religion whicl St. Patrick
gave to Irelund is divine? A thousaud vears of
sanctity attest it.  Three hundred years of martyr.
dom attest it, If men will deny the virtues which
creates, the fortitude which it inspires, let them
lopk to Ireland's history. If men say that the Cath.
olic religion Hourishes only because of the splendor
of its ceremouial, the grandeur of its litwigy, and ita
appedl to the senses et them look to Ircland's hise
tory. What sustained the faith when church and
altar disappeared ? when no light burned, no orman
praled, but all waz desolation for contuiies Surely
the divine life, which is the soul of the Clureh, of
which the external worship and cercmonial are l’mt
the expression.  But if they will close their eyes to
ail this,at least there is a fact before them—the
most glorious and palpable of our day—and it is
that Ireland’s Catholivity has risen agnin to c.\'ur);
external glory of worship, and triumphed over every
cnemy, Speaking of our Lord, St. Augnstine BayS
“In that He died He showed Himself maa ; in that
He rose again He preved Himself God.” Has not
the Irish Chureh riscn again to more than her form-
erglory ¢ The land s covered ¢nce more with fair
cliurches, convents, colleges and monasteries, as of
old ; and who shall sny that the religion that ceuld
thns_sullcr aud rise again is not from God ? This
g[c_»rlous testimony to God and to His Christ is
thine, O Loly and venerable land of my birth and
of my love! O plory of carth and Ieaven, to-day
ﬂfy great apostle looks down upon thee from hig
high seat of bliss, and his heart rejnices; to-day the
angels of Gad rejoice over thee, for the light of
sauclity which etill heamms vpon thee ; to-day thy
troops of virgin and martyr saints speak thy praises
in the high courts of heaven, And 1,0 Méthvr, far
away from thy gecen bosom, hail thee from afar—as
the prophet of old beholding the fair plains of the
promised lund—nnd proclaim this day that there is
uo land so fuir, no spot of carth to be compared to
thee, o island rising out of the wave so beautiful
as thou art ; that neither the sun, nor the moon, nor
thie stars of heaven, shine down npon anything so
lovely as thee, O Erin!

CATHOLIC PROSPECTS POLITICALLY.

The Conservatives hold the reins.  How and
whither will they drive? Who shall say 7—
Men wre Legiuning to speculate, and to say,
With the Tories in power Catholivs may look out
for persecution.  Many of them would re-establish
Protestant ascendency in Treland if they could ; and
some did not hesitate to declare this openly in their
canvas for clection to Parliament However, they
cannot re-cstablish the Irish Church, Humpty-
dumpty had a great fall, and it will take more than
all the Queen's men to sct him up ngain on the wall.
There iz an end to that. Dut there is an ascend-
ency other than that of the Protestant bench of
Bishops, and it is the setting up of this thei is con-
fidently predicted. # Orangemen will obtain cvery
office and every jndgeship in Ircland, South as well
as North, that depends upon patronage. If n man
ig a Catholic, that fact will be at once a note against
his nomioation” We have alrcady, in more than
one article in this journal, shown the extent to
which Protestantism in Ireland has given o claim
to the possession of civil offices, in the constitution
of _thc magistracy and of the county cess, and in ap-
pointments to pricons, workhouses, and other pub-
lic institutions, T'his kind of patromage by which
Catholics are made to suffer by being passed over,
has always been regarded as the tradition of the
Conservative party in Ireland, and it is not unna-
turnl that men should look forward with feclings of
positive revulsion and pain to their access to powor.
Will the past have taught them n lesson of forbear-

sesss & powerful majority, that it will be wise to treat
all the subjects of the Crown with equal fairness
and an even hand? Formerly it was urged that
Mr. Disracli was obliged to bear heavily upon Irish
Catholics in order to retain his majorify. But now
his Irish followers have sunk to the number of
twenty.nine, and twenty-nine Irish Protestant vates
are no longer essential to his maintenancein office.
He can afford to do without them. In overy Catholic
meastre he will beable tu count upon the great major-
ity of the Irigh Liberals, It remains then to be seen
whether Mr. Disraeli has inade up his mind to pur-
sue the old policy of persecution and oppression in
Ireland, or whether ko is now prepared to takea
broader or juster viow., :
With regard to education, it 38 certain that th

Radicals had made up their minds to abolish the
present denominational systom at as carly a date as
possible. The American theory of secular schools
:.m.lwhat they carnestly sought to reduce to practice
in England.  Mr. Gladstone did not drive at a guffi-

‘ciently furious epeed to suit them, Ho wasstrongly

in favor of donominational educatiom; and he offer-
ed them a compromise on the 25th Clavse. But this
would not satisfy them. [t is a pity that Mr. Glad-
stone did not show as firm a front upon this ques-
tion as Mr. Forster did., The latter has won for
himself golden opinions ; whereas a spirit of com-

premise is fatal to maintenance . of principle, Our

ance 7 Will they have learnt, now that they pos- .
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