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.| protest, in-and oot and all'around, *szaivstany

' and all who oiffer from their own private judg-
" ment of whay” the Soriptures and the -Fawers
teuch; ** Our counsel to all honest and sineere"
"Roman’ Catholios “* is'to give up all this” Ro.
man talk and ¢ ask for- the old paths, where is
the good way, and walk therein,” and so be raal
Catholios and no longer Komsn.—Church Critio.

OONTEMPORARY OHURCH OPINION.

e

- Chureh Life of Oleveland, Ohio, says:—Our
Bishop has vent ont word that sll licenses ot lay
readers must be considered to have expired at
Advent. Many of our lay readers have been
working under licenses obtained years ago, and

~ some have nzver had any license, but read ser-
. vices by the tacit consent of-the ecclesiastical
» anthority. In order to obtain & licenss, the sp-
plicant must sign & set of questions somewhat
gimilar to those a ocandidate for the diaconate
~ gigns before he receives boly orders. There is
- & tarther requirement that when officiating he
shall wear a cassook aud cotta, or, if he prefer,

a oassock only. The firat would make his a6
tire similar to that of a chorister, and- will
doubtless be generally worn, especially where
vested choirs arefound, The canon forbide the
lay reader from wearing the dress of a priest,
but does not specify what he shall wear, The

. Bishop's solution of the question seems every
way wise and commenduble, and the laymen,
whom God honors by permitting them to assist
in tho eervice of His house, will feel happy to
wear 80 churchly & habit.” :

The same paper says:—‘* We desire to osll
attention to & most interestivg and important
episode in the history of the Caarch in Connec
tiout, and, indoed, in the history of the Church
at large, to which Dr, Bolles refers in his article

" ‘quoted elsewhere, It is a fact, unknown to
. many people, that the president and some of
“ tho professors of Yale college in 1722 left the
Congregational body and came into the Church,
and this notas he resultof any offort on the part
of the Church, but it came about as the resalt
of their stady and prayer for guidance, and the
way was not so easy Lhen as now; for to seonre
ordination, they had to go to England, and one
out of every five who went lost his life either
by shipwreok or sickness,  The fact of the in
validity of ordination outside the Churoh ought
to be made more prominent in our teaching, for
it is & vital point, and shonld be & strong barrier
against schis. 2.”

REASONS FOR BEING A CHURCHMAN.,
By Rev. J. R. West, MA.,, Vicar of Wrawby.

————

I am & Churchman, not from mere feelings,
whioh are easily ohanged, nor from any mo-
tives of worldly interest of convenience ; but’on
firm prinsiples, being clearly and strongly con-
vinoed, by reasons founded on the Holy Sorip-

- tares, that I ought to be a Churchman ; believ:
. ing, indeed, that it is not too much to say that
.’jt is even necessary to my salvation that I
" ghould be a Churchman,

1 am & Churchman, in the first and ohief

place, on account of the Divine origin and in-
" “auitution of the Church. For I read in the New

" Testament that our Lord and only Savioar
Jesus Ohrist, instituted and estublished the
Churoh a8 a visible society upon earth, in which
all_His disciples should live together in one

‘budy. * * * The Church is surely just a8

' muoh s Divine institution now 88 it was under
the Jewish dispensation, The Church is just a8
m oh & Divine gift as the Bibie itself is;

I am a Churchman, becanse I love ani pray
for unity. For I read in the Bible many plain
precepis and earnest exhortations concerning
the duty of Christian unity, and mauy sirong
condemnations of division and separation,

~T'sm %'Oburohman, because I'daranot sdno-
tion and conntengpoe the modern principle; that
any number of men who please may j»in them-
selves in & new religioas ‘Bociety, and originate-
a new brotherhood, quite independently of the
Quurch, and then oail that new, self made soci-.
ety, a new branch of the Church of Christ. This
appears to me to be quite, destructive of all
order, rule and disoipline, * ¥ * Where is
there to be found in the New Testament the
slightest autbority for this prinociple ? To for-
sake the Church alroady established by Christ
Himsself, and to originate 8 new sooiety instead,

this sarely is to put a humsan invention into the

place of Divine institution, 8 haman seot into
the place of the Church founded by Christ. *
% ¥ Where do we ever read in any part of the
New Testament of more than one Churoh in
one place ? - .

I am a Churchman, because I find in the Acts
of the Apostles, and in the Epistles to Timothy
and Titus, the Apostolic institution of the three
Orders in the ministry of the Churcb, and be-
canse thia form of ecolesiastical government has
been preserved in the Church alone. * ¥ *
There is no trace or hint of any other method
for preserving & oontinual succession of minis-
ters to be found in the New Testament, This
continual eaccession of ministers having
been kept up in the Church, by this Di-
vinely appointed methed from the days of
the Apostles to the present day, I feel mysclf
strongly bound to regard the saored authority
of the Episcopal form of Church goverom ent.
For fifteen hundred years after the Apostles,
there was no pretence of the existence of any
Charch without Bishops, who thus derived
their spiritus! authority from the Apostles, The
other forms of Church government have all
been invented by this or that man io only mo-.
dern times, and sre entirely withont any war-
rant from Holy Soriptures, '

Iam & Churchman, because I learn from the
Bible thatobsdience to properly oonstituted au-
thority, is & most fandamental principle of the
Christian religion, -* % - * QObedienoce to my
spiritual governor ig enjoined upon me by the
same Diviue authority, as obedienos to my tem-
poral governor. Obedience to the spiritual
Raler, therefore, is one of the elemeatary prin-
olples of Christian religion, * * * Burely,
if there be any spiritnal Ruler in the world,
rightfully appointed, it is the Bishop. If he is
not my lawfal spiritual Raler under Christ,
there is cortainly none other who can have the
least olaim to my obedience, All others who
pretend to be spiritual Ralers in their several
societies are only self-made, and a self-made an-
thority can have no jast olaim upon any one's
obedience; we may cobey it as long as we
pleage, and no longer. A Bishop is made a
Bishop according to the very method appointed
by Christ Himself.

I am a Cburchman, because I wich to be
guided by the Bible, and the Bible tells me very
distinotiy that the Church is * the pillar and
ground of truth.” (1 Tim, 3: 15), 1f I leave
the Church, to which of the sects shall I go for
the Truth ? One teaches one dootrine, and an.-
other another. Ia every different seot I should
hesr & different dootrine, Hach seot interprets
the Bible according to the private judgment of
its own partioular founder. What truth of the
Bible is there, which iz not contradioted by
some cne or other of the hundred seots by which
we are sarrounded ! What grievous and dan-
gerous misunderstanding of the Bible is there
aaong the seots | ~ What partial views of the
iruth, and what a fearfal ignorance of the doo-
trine of the Bacraments! To whioh of them
shall Lgo for the truth ? Must I not rainer
follow the express direction of the Bible, and be-
lieve that the Churoh is * the pillar and
gronnd of truth ?” Hss not' God given us the
Ohareh jgst 88 much a3 He has given us the
‘Bible .? "Surely I have no more right to reject
the Charab thaa I have to reject the Bible,

I am 8 Churchman, because if I were to leave

‘man of some consideration,

the Charoli:I should leave atl sare-and certain- .
Sacraments’; aud this I dare not think of doing,
becavse the Bible teaches me that the Holy
Sucraments of Christ are means of ‘grace neoes-
sary for ‘my salvatien, The persons who'in-
tend to administer - the Holy Hacraments
amoogst the Dissenters have never received the
least real or lawful anthority to do so.  They
take upon themselves to do so, or by a pretend-
od Qrdination they think they give the power
of doing 8o to one anotter. * * * * *x *

Lastly, I am & Churchman, because whatever.
faults or abuses therse may be in the Church, I
am not thereby jastified in forsaking the Caurch,
Many imperfeciions and abases, of some kind
or other, will be always found in eve ything
that is sdministered by such weak and .imper.
feot agents 83 men are. In- which one indeed
of all the various sects themselves are there not
many Serious imperfeotions hnd manifest evils
arvisen from this very canse? * 0% *
Iam not presaming to sit in judgment on
on those who may be hindered from being con:
vineced by these reasovs, throngh inveterate
prejadices or through want of proper instroct-
jon. The question is, not what lossothers may
suffer, that is not for rue to judge; but for my-
geif I am firmly convinceu that I should en-
daoger my salvation if I were to forsake the
Churoh and jyin myself instead to one of the
human sects uround, Nordo I think it any
want of oharity to endeavor to show my neigh-
bors the truth on this point, however bigoted
they may fanoy.me to be, or however much I
may displease then at first by telling them that
their mistakes on this matter are very serious,
for this I do in most sincere love toward them.
I do notoverlook or undervalae the good whick
there is among the Dissenters ; [ greatly admure,
love and reverenee many of them tor many
good qualities, in which they far excel many
Churoh people; bat all this does not prove to
me tbat they ara right in the matter of Church
membershi . The many good poins of ‘good-
nees which they possess only malke me more
desirous 10 serve tbeir best interests by show-
ing them how entirely unsoriptural their pre-
sent position is in regard to the Conrch found~
ed by Onrist and His Apostles.—from “Zracts
on Church Principles.” , :

THE HOLY APOSTLE ST. JOHN THE
DIVINE.

St, John, *the disciple whom Jesus loved,s
was born under circamstances considerably
superior to those of most of the other apostles,
Te prononnce him, and his elder brother, 8t,
James Major, ‘ poor fishermen’ is to misrepre-
sent their actual position,

Their father Zebedee was & man of some
capital; and Nicephorus observes that the faot
of the many servants their father kept, acting
under him in the fishing trade, denotes him a
For it muast be
remembered that in that country every one
was required to have some trade; oven the
literary St, Pauf, brought up at the feet of
Gamaliel, was a tentmaker, and wrought at

that voostion with his own hands,

The ships, also, were the property of Zesbedee,
a8 well a8 the tackle; and, moreover,
Nicephorus proceeds to relate thas he had land
besides, which on his decea<e St. John sold, at
least his own portion of it, in Gualiles, to Annas
the high priest, to whom, as the inspired his-
tory tells us, he was related, and with whom he
was acqoainted—a privilege of which he took
advantage during our Lord’s trisl,  With the
produce of the sale of this little patrimony St.
Jobn procured himself ‘& fair house® in Jernsa-
lem, donbtless divinely so impelled; and to
this, *his own home,’ he took the Blsssed Vir-

gin Mary by appointment e%er the Cracifixion,
there proteoting her till her 'death, ' which



