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anx.

THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

CORRESPONDENCE.
o THE JEWS.

Yo e Eotror o¥ Tus Curistian Mirron,

 And 20 all Taracl shall be saved ; asit is written,
thers shatl come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness Irom Jacob.>” Rom. xi. 26.

Dear Str,—Your correspondent, % An Humble
Believer in a Millennium yet to be produced by
the Gospel of Christ,” says, in his 7th leiter, that
on the above text he and inyself are « hairly at
issee.” He believes that the Istael spoken of is
that wicked and infidel race of men scattered over
the civilized world who call themselves Jews;
while 1 humbly conceive that the term Isracl in
the text means the  spirital Israel,” believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and them only. My rea-
sons for 80 believing may not to your respected
correspondent be conclusive,~to ny own mind
they amount to a demonstration,

efore I proceed to state those reasons, it is
perhaps proper [ shoulil notice some of your cor-
respondent’s oljections agzinst my former remarks
on this scriptuie.

In my fiest letter, I said that the langnage of
the fext, applied to the natural descendants of
Abraham, woeuld not be true; as it iscertain many
of them have been lost. And your correspon-
dent, to'cvade the conclusion which his own c1i-
ticism of God’s truth ne«essarily leads to, attempis
to show that the words ¢ All Israel™ are to be un-
derstood to mean the whele of one generation of
the Jews, ¢“or even a major part of them.”  Tu
support this, 1 had alinost said, perversion of
plain languagze, your correspondent makess use of
the following illustration: « It we speak of the.
American nation having elevated the late Generat
Harrison to the oifice of President of their Repuh-
lic, we do not mean 1o include in our ivea the
people of that nations wlo were colemyoraries
with Washingion, but the ¢ nation’ as it existed
two or three years az0.” « With the greatest
ptopriety, also, speaking of France, wa may say,
al] the French are governed by Lonis Philippe.—
¢ Noy? says the lively logic of yuur tespected cor-
respondent, ¢this understood of t.e French as
nation would not he true, as it is certain many of
them were in their graves before his Majesty was
born* »? !

This reasoning | confess is very specious, and
does credit to the ingenuity of. your correspon-
dent ; but-perhaps he is not'aware, that i the at
tempt to overthrow my ¢ lively logic,” he vio-
lates ane of the simplest rules of that usefal urt.
Buch reasoning is caleulated to mislead a careless
teador ; but will, upon examination, turn out (o
be what it really is, one of those mists of sophistry
that'for a moment obscures the sun of truth, (o be
as quickly dissipated by the brighiness of that
Iuminary. ,

It is a rule in logic, ¢ that the predicate detir-
mines the quantity of a proposition, or ilie extent
in which its subject -is taken ; and vour cones-
pondent’s error s in confounding a universal with
& particular ‘propesition, To make tiis more
plain, suppose we shonld sar,
< s« All Israel shali be tost,”? o
the predicate “shall be lost? deternines the cx-
tént in which the turm 6 a!l Istael? s to he un-
dorstood, 28 a.eaning all the people of Israel in
the. widest sanse, frain Abraham (he first Jew to
the last of his natnral pesterity; as the tern
“lost” will apply logically 1o every individaal.
But suppeseiws should-say,

.4 All fsrae ] were governed by King David ;7
begg the predicate <zovemed by King David® de-
tefminas the exfent in which we are to understan.)
the term all:Istael? Lo be paiticular, as apply-
ing only tothose of the Isvaelites who lived dur-
Ing the teign f that excellent monarch,

The readéris now ‘preparéd to appreciale the
Mullacioys reasening. of your correspondint. In
his estimation, the ?ollow.ng propositions bear the
same logidal tharicter :

- ¢6 All Isrnet shall be saved.” ’
- 1¢ General ‘Hanison was elected President by
the American people.?
L J"!:e French nation is governed by Louis Phi-
* ., .
» 'l“:'}"; .natjons feared David.” 1 Chronicles
xiv. 17. . R

"Whus does not al'once perceive the difference.
between thege propositions; the first onlv beine
wniversal' and the olliers’ paiticular? But'if we;
should say, :

Jungodliness in Jaeoh,?

Wy
¢ All Americans shall be saved,” or or
% Al) Frenchmen shall be Jost,” .
we then have propoesitions precisely similar to
that in the text; and any persun acquainted with
the Lnglish langnage would undeistand the
terms ¢ shall be :aveﬁ,” and ¢ shall be lo:t,’” as
affirmed of every individual of these respective
nations. It is lo be hoped your respected corres-
pondent will accommodate himself to such reason-
ng.

L must now beg pefmission to repeat, that the
language of Lhe text would not be true if applied
10 the natural Isracl.

I am now, in order to gratify your esteemed cor-
respondent, and in justice to my subject, to en-
deavour ¢ {0 shew, by fair reasoning on the con-
nected verses, that the text speaks only of the
spiritual Israel.”? 1 flatter myself I have accom-
plished already helf my task, by showing that
the language cannot apply to the natuial Jews,—
Thus it is yroved negatively.

Before proceeding farther, I wonld respecifully
call the attention of the reader to the follopring
1emarks ¢ )

Ist, It is the ulmost stretch of courtesy to de-
signate the Jews ¢a nation.,” T'hey have no
king a3 a nation—no laws—no governinent ; they
are not ¢ reckoned among the netions.”” Your cor-
respondent willy thetefore, he more sparing of that
term when applying it to them. All that cun be
said of them in this respect is, that they arc a
scatlered people, .

2L 1n the chapter in which the text is founi,
they were said to be ¢ broken off.”> Broken off
what?  OIf Christ, the true vine. Joha xvi. I,
2 and 6: 2 hm the true vine and my Father is
the hushbandman ; every branch in me that bear-
eth ot frait he taketh away, and every branch
that beareth finit he purgeth it that it may bring
forth mare fivit.”  “1f a man abide not in me he
is casl forlh as a branch and is withered,” Let
the above be attentively noted. The Jews, as
the peculiar favourites of Heaven, wege at one
time the natiial branches of Chiis!, who always
sustained the same relation to his people that a
vine does o its branches—the great ¢ corner
stone? of his own spiritval building. Those of
the Jews who, by their faith in him, continued in
union with him he ¢¢puczed ;7 and thus was the
dimirishing ol the whole, much more the fulness
of those who by fuith maintyined their united re-
atior.

3d. The believing Gentiles are represented by
the * wi'd olive,” who were graffed into Christ,
the good olive (rer? ‘I'hese (wo class:s ol
cheracter, believine Jows and brlieving Gentiles,
in theit union with Christy, form one tree, and
that tree i< the tiue Issael of Gody the legisimate
children of Abraham. ‘The word lsrael means
2 Prince of God 3 and hence the languase of
Peterin his liist Epistie, chap. ii..9.  Writing to
Selievers he says s« But ye ate a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthoad, an holy nation, a pceuliar
people—which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God.>® ‘This spiritual
Lrael accupy the place cof the fleskily sced of
Abiaham, but in circumstances far more trans-
cendantly glotious. .

4th. ‘The unhelieving Jews of the present day
are cut ofl'in the same sense thal the unbelieving
Gentiles are cut off ; that is, they exclude them-
selves by unbelief.  No other cutting off will ap-
ply to them; for how can that be said Lo be cul
uoff which wasnever on,

The veil of unbelicf is now on their hearts,.—
Nevertheless, when il (the heart) shall turn unte
the Lord the veil shall be tuken away ; ¢ and so
all Israel'shall be saved.” By being saved, 1 do
not understand salvation from sin, although that
is included, but rather a final salvation. I find
this use of the word. very commen in the Seiip
tures: (1 Cor iil. 15) ¢ But he himself shall te
saved, yet so us by fire” 1 Cor, v. 5. ¢ That
the spirit may be savedin the day of the Laid Je-
sus,”? 2 Tim. iv. 18. ¢« And will meserve (ot
sive) me unfo h's heavenly kingdem.” 1 Peter
iv. 18. * And if the righteous scarcely be saved,”
&e.  Rev. xxi. 24, < Ard the nations of them
that are “saved shall walk in the lightof it.?
¢ And so atl Tsrael shall be saved, for the Deliver:
er shall come ¢o Zion and to them that turn from

I have here given the text as it is found in Isa.
lix. 20. St. Paul qucted the passage -from the
Srpluaeint, which most perzons know'is the first

passage, as it stands in the Septuagint,is en.
ttely different f[rom the reading in the Hebrew
original. In the original it reads: ¢ The Re-
deemer shall come'to Zion.” In the Septuagint
itis: ¢ There shall come oul of Sion the Leliver-
er.”? ' ‘T'he Hebrew also reads : 6 And unio thein
that furn from transgression in Jacob, saith the
Lord ;> which the Greek translation renders :
¢ And shall turn away uogodliness from Jacob,”*
The question now arises which of these two read-
ings shall we adopl—ihe original or the transla~
tion? The original certainly, especially as it
harmonises with other portions of God’s truth,—
‘Taking, then, this a8 the true reading, it inter-
prets what the Apostle means, i. e., “that the
Deliverer shall come to Zion :» in which is in-
cluded ¢ them that turn from ungodliness in Ja-
cob »?

Mistakes like the above in translating are not
rare, One occurs in our English translation of the
New Testament Scriptures, Acts iil. 22-26,
where Peter is addressing his countrymen on the
same subject, says : ¢ And it shall come to pass
that every soul, which wiil not hear that Prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people ;» and
in the 26th verse, « Unto you first God having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him fo bless you in
tarning away every one of “you from bis iniqui-
ties.”>  In the otiginal it reads, ¢ Hath sent him
1o bless you, every one of you furning from your
iniquities.””t Turn we now to Rom. xi. 27: ¢« For
this is my covenant unto them when [ shall take
away their sins.”” The reader will do well to
look at the conditions and blessings of this
cavenant in Jer. xxxi. 31, &c., and compare
it with Heb. viii. 8-12, and he will find another
reason for believing that the spiritual Israel are
those spoken of in the text.

And [ hope what has been writlen will be sa«
tisfactory to your correspondent, unless that (h
words of the poet apply to him— :

“ Convince a man against his will, 1

He’s of the sawme opinioa stilt.””

Your respected correspondent thinks that in the
letter that appeared in the Airror of the 23d
Nov., I wandered from the subject under discns-~
sion. Here, however, % A Believer” and myself
are again at issue. In his third lelter he says :—
“An age will come in which all nations shall
serve the Loid Jesos Christ. The Jewish nation
will be 1n existence in that aze ; therefore in (hat
are the Jewish nation shall serve the Lord Jesus
Christ.?

To disprove the first proposition, the letter in
qQuestion was wrilten 3 and your cosrespondent
can hest tell why he refused to sustain the propo-
sition alluded to. He cannot surely have forgot-
ten the 24, 3¢, and 4th paragraphs of his fousth
letler, and the very long uame he has adopted.—
The reader will now see that letter 8 was rathcr
prewature.  It.-would be quite easy for me to 1=
taliate, as ¢sly cuts,” «side blows,” and “smooth
1bs* come much easier than sound reasoning,—
A castigation such as I might inflict'would not be
kind after the Chiristian kiudness (?) munifested
hy « A Believer,” in withholding the * coup-de-
gras in compassion to my existence as a- contro~
vertist.” By the way, 1 suppose this-No. 8 is
the ¢ coup” itself. 1f so, may it not be feared
that the <¢blow” intended for me will rehound on
nis own head and really become the ¢ finishing
stroke? of your correspondent’s polemical reputa-
tion. N
1 am, dear Sir, yoprs, &c.,

Monlreal, December 20, 1843.
—_— H . .

* ‘The writer has gathered the abose from authora
vwho' understood the original lungusges.

t Dodrige’s translation. .

J. H.

' 'MISCELLANEOUS,

A BEATIFUL SIMILIE.

We heard a minister.in the pulpit, a short time
830, relate the following historical fact, and apply
itto Christian duty.  There is an electric force—
an ‘unction’ atising froin its' contemplation, that
ought to.arouse, elevate, and quicken the:feelings
of every Cbristian in contemplating the besuties
of the parable. The minister remarkd that histce
riane gHid, that the ea%le, when the:olouds-black-
ened.an:l:lowered, and the . wind and storm -arose,
to a feaiful ‘extent, would weigh with instinctive
precision’ its ability to withatand ité foree without

4 Greek translation of the Hebrew Sciiptures. The

injury. 1f the stonn: bid fair to rage: with teo



