
Adventures of Beribolde.
agrceable ta the gotefque appearance of
his vifage i (o that from bead ta foot, he
was A kind of monLler, who by his defor.
mnity. and the. hair witb which hc was co.
vered, had a g eater refombance ta a bear
half licked. into form, than to a human
crcature.

But though nature. had treated him fo
ill with rcfpea ta his body, the had recom.
penfed him by the f4btilty, the agrceable.
nefs, and the folidity of the mind, ie had
united ta it. This advantage, inflnirely
more precious. than ail others, raifed him
from being a fimnple and mean peafant,
to be-the favourite of a great prince, and
happily extricated him out of ail the fnarc.s
and dangers that had. been.laid for him.

Bertholde was born of poor parents, in
a village near Berragnona, at fome miles
diflant from Verona. The fmail fortune
of his father, and his having ten children,
would not permit the good man ta give
them the leaCt education. But as for Bar-
ctolde, lie bad a fund of wit, which fur.
ciently, made him amends for the poverty
of his parents, and the defo.rmity of his
perfon, which was . Morg fi.t. ta affright
children, than ta raife bis fortune; and
therefore, the: nurfes and mothers of th:
village had nothing more to do, but to
mention bis name to-make their children
quiet when crying, or ta make them cry-
when they were quLet.

But the plcafure le gave to the other
peafanss, was equal t9. the terror his ft.
gure cayfed in the little innocents. Bar-
tholie. diverted them on Sundays, and
every feflival, with the fallies of his wit .
ie inftrued thiem by, excellent fentences,

which he uttered from time totime ; fa
that, next tô the prieft %and the lord of the
manor, no perfon in the village was treat-
cd with greater refpet.. His poverty,
contrary to cuflom, was not confidered
as a vice ; and, vhat is very (trange, it'
did not render him the objc& of averfion
and contenpt. Sa far was this from ha-
ing the cafe, the honefi country people,
m order ta keep him amongf .them, would
have contribut.-ed to his fupport ; but lhe
not being wiling ta be a burthen to.tliemi,
chofe' rther to leave the village, 'and ta

*feek a living elfewl4ere.
With. rhis view he went to Verona,

where Albion, the firft King of the Lon-
bards, after having conquered rthe greateft
part of Italy, kept his court. Chanie con.
du.ed ierthonlde to the. palace of this
prince, and while lie was gazing and won-
dering ar th'e beäuty.of the building, bis
at.tention was drawn aride, ýo obferve two
'woien atA (mall diy.ance,, who had nei-
lher n ai là nor 'ßin gers eno .ughl to' fcratch,

ihcnra våýlùbility*of toçnàueé fufficient

ta give vent ta the torrent of abufe they
fcemed willing ta caft out at each other.

Bertholde was fa much diverted with
this (cene, that he had no inclination ta
put an end to.it ; but a (lep was put to
his fatisfaeion by one of the king's.oflj,
cers,.who came with bis orders for part.
ing thecombatants; hecommandedthemn
ta lay their complainte before bis majefly,
who had promifed ta do them juftice.
Upon this their fury ceafed, each picked
up lier cap, and finding ber cloaths torn,
and ber perfon fomething dircompofed,
they both hegged leave to . retire for a
while, that they miglt appear with great-
er decency before thé king.

Bertholde hearing this, conceived forme
idea of the goodnefs of his fovereign, and
as lie had never feen him, refol.ve.d ta pay
him a vifit. In thi.s age, the gates of pa.
laces were not yet blocked up with.guards,
every one had free accefs ta lay their grie-
vances before the throne.

Though a peafant, though a clown,
though difgraced by nature, reafon di&aa.
ted ta him, that ail men were forned by
the fame land, and: created in a perfe&t
equality ; he therefore thought there.was
no perfon on earth with whom lie might
not be allowed toconverfe familiarly.

In confequence of this principle, lie -en.
tered the palace without any condulor,
marched up flairs, traverfed the apart-
ments, and entered into tlhat in which the
king was furrounded by bis courtiers, who
were converfing with him in a refpefalu
poiture, and laughing at the twç• women,
who had juif been quarrelling before the
vindow : B.ut how great was their añol.
nifiment ta tee Bertholde walk in with
his bat on bis hcad, and, withlout fpeaking
a word, come boldly up ta them, and:feat
himfelf by the fude of the king, in a chair
which they, out of refpea, had left empty 1
Surprized at this-ruflicity, and more Oili,
at. bis grotefque appearance,, they flood
immoveable át the view of this fecond
Æfop, whofe mean drefs was very fuitable
ta his. deformity. - From this ruflic blha-
viour, the king eafily gueffed, thae he was
one whom curiofity had brought ta bis
court. And as lie lad leirnrt from expe-
rience,,that nature fomeiimes hides ,ber
treafures undtr the mon unprominifn-g forin,
lie refolvedto hay; a familiar converfatiòn
witli.lm, antd for a few minutes, in com-
plaifance ta the cto0n, to forget his own
grinceur and dignity. WhIo are you ? cri-
ed t. prince to Berrthode, i-vow did you

,corne ita thu¯word ? What isyourcoun.
try r n a man, replied itheeafant;;
] came ito Dthe worcld in the Manner Pro-
vidence Cent me, and the world itfeif is
my country.

The


