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" On'the Origin of the Chinefe,
o Extralfled from Sir William Jones’s fewenth dnniverfary Difcourfe,
" ¥ “HE woid China, concerning which I {hall offer” fome new: remarks,
‘A is well known to the people, whom we call-the' Chinefe; but they
néver apply it (I fpeak of the learned among them) to themfelves or to their
country: themfelves, according to Father VisoeLovy, they defcribeas the
people of Han, or “of fome -other illuftrious family, by the” memory of .
whofe a&tions they flatter their national pride; and their’ country they call
Chiim cué, orthe Centrgl Kingdom, reprefenting it if their {ymbolicel cha-
rafters by a paraliclogram exattly biffetted : at other times they diftinguith
it by the words Tien’hia, of What is under Heguén, meaning all that is
wvaluible: on Earth.: -Since they never name thémfelves with moderation
they would have no right’to complain, ifthey knew, that'European authors
have ever {poken of them in'the extremes of applaufe’ or of cenfure: by
{fome they have been extolled a5 the oldeft-and the wifeft, as the moft learn~
ed and moft ingenious, of nations; whilft others have derided their p:r,eter'z'}..
fions to antiquity, condemned their governmentas abominable; and arrzigna
ed their manners as inhuman, withoatallowing them an’element of {cience;
or a fingle art, for ‘which they have beeu indebted to ' {ome-more  ancient
dnd miore civilized race of men.  The wruth perhaps-lies, where.we glually
find it, between the'éxtremes; but it is not my delign-to accufe or to de-
fend the Chinefe;' to-deprels or to aggrandize them: 1 fhall confing myfelf
‘to the difcuffion of a queltion connctted with my former difcourfes; and far
lefs ealy to be folved than any'hitherto ftarted. ** W hence came’ the fingular
¢¢ people, who long had governed China, before they were conquered by
¢ the Tartars?” On this problem, the folution-of which has no concern,
indeed, with our political or commereial interefts, buta very material ‘con
n:&kion, if 1 miftake not, with interefls, of 2 higher nature, four opinions
have been’advanced, and all rather peremptorily aflertéd, than fupported by
argomentand evidence, * By a few/writers it has been urged, that the Chzs
n¢fe arean original race; who havedwelled for ages, if not from eternity, in
she land, which they now polefs ; by othiers, ind ebiefly I the miflionaries,
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