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THE LAW AND THE LADY: A NOVEL.
By WILKIE COLLINS,

AUTHOR OF "THE WOMAN IN WHITE," "THE MOONSTONE," "THE NEW MAGDALEN," ETC.

(Fromi Author's MS. and Advance Sheets)
ENTEED according to oAet ofParliament nofCanada, in wonderful words-limited, of course, by con- left her,' he said to me, when we first talked this partcular, he Mght b able to refer t

1874, b WILKIr COLLINS, in the Oficeu.Siderations of eoonomy--whch reached us about It; 'ad It is my wife's riht tese rtethe inister of rieulture.] telegram) from our agent in America:- that I should go back to her' Those were t soble of gving an opiniondon the subjedt. By way"Open the dust-heap at Gleninch." words, my dear; and he has doneail heera hs oo explaining hn irange request, Mr. PaymoreART I•-PARADIsE REGAINED. abide by them. Helpless in bis bed, he now reverted k> the noteswh Mh Benjamin hadCHAPTER XLIII. asks you to take the will for the deed, and to taken at Mimerr tu Dexterswhbouse, and l farm-CHHAPTER XIIII join him ln Paris. I think I know you well ed him of the setrrous Importanced f-the
0HAPTER XiJi. AT LAST! Ienough, my child, to be mure that you will do gibberish" whlhse had reported under pro-MOR sUPRIEs! M leterfrm M. Paymre enlosng th t; ncl1 need only add one Word of caution, test. .The letter clo ed by recomme nder pro-

ad h E rdid eMy letter from Mr. Piaymore, encosng the beforntose my letter. Avold ail reference, any correspondence which ensued should be
thîs;aud Iueed niydadnonewordlegcauIontemt.TheottterpIoree 

byorcommedimigtbat
ago m t ) c theauin ryveie g u am poetlusplredwhot0o theTrial(you will do that of your kept a secret from me-on the ground that it

laid dowu the letter, and dld my beat (valy by the sanguine view of our prospecta wbich heowu ccrd), but even to our boume at Gienlnch. might excite faine hopes lu my mmnd If I was
enoug for one ime) ti compose my spirits. had expressed to me when we met at Benjamin's Youn woloea e c.imderstand how eexaehs,olypregeutrunformed nf It
ounde rmstan e i t me a rk remen ber o If the telegram means anythiug," he wrote, sate of nervous depression, when I tell you that I now understood the tone which my worthy

haud cmYsnit tda onquiries asathte nmo- "Iftenstha h rgmens othe tornlieletter jo him er ave ventured on asking you to adviser had adopted n writing to me. is in-

one circuinstance. The Mesoenger tO whom we 46 t ineans that the fragmentés of the torn letter jolu hirm here, If your letter had not iuformed tereat lu the recoiery of the letter wam evident-
had cosingtted our tlnquires was, at that No- have been st Into the housemalds bucket me that your visite to Dexter were at an ehd. ly ooverpoweryng, that tromaon PrudenceWtwssg the Alantie on.hlltwaytrn New (aîog wth the dust, the ashes, and the rest o Would you belleve It ?-his horror of anything compelled.bim to conceal It from me, in case
York ta the ldtter lu-the room), and have been emptied which recalls our past troubles Is still so vivid, of ultimate fallure. This did not mook as if Mr.

W at wa k> bedon. Ton the dust muheapat GenInch. Snce thes was that e ha. actualy asked me to give my con- Playmore was likely to give up the Investiga-

I beitated. Shocklgas In dthy seem o doe, the accumulat d refuse coected from the sent to sellng Glenanchc1Il tion, on my withdrawal fron I. I glanced

BornefPeope,. 
obefhtated. There was realny no perlodyr clean rs--gs o the bouse, dur eg a terni ho Euataces mother wrote of him. But she again at the fragments of paper on Benjamin's

needn o hurry my decîson.k Ihad the whole o neary three years-ieludning, of!course, the hadge rot trusted entirely to ber own powers of table, with an InterestI n them which I had not

andturedthem ramhon from the ires kept burng, for the greater persuasion. A mip o paper was enclosed in her felt yet.
IoWent gi, and tuok a wret ed onemy walk part f the year, lu then ibrary and the pcture letter, containîng these two Unes, traced ln peu- "Has anything been found at Gleninch ?" I

and turned the maLter over lu my mind. I camne galery-have been poured upou the heap, and cîl--oh, mo feebly and go wearlly !-by my poor a.ked.
home gae , and tirned the atter over once have buried the preclous morsels of paper deep darling himself.y a wNo,"eysad Benjamin.rrhave-obily been
more, by the firesde. To Offend and repel mY r and deeper, day by day. Even If we havea rIdarn to wea to travel any further, Vale- tryng expermentj inth a letter of my own,
darling wen ho a n returng to Imi, penitenty fair chance ofeflndug these fragmenta, wat r a, W you come to me and forgive me?I" before I wrote to Mr. Playmore."

returung oe bis own free wil, was what no wo- hope can we feel, at ths distance on tI ate, o! re- A few pencil-marks followed; but they wereIl- "Oh, you have torn up the letter, yourseif,

Man lu to position, and feeling as dd, could coverng ?hem wIth the wrltong lu a state f legble. The writing of those two short sen- then ?"
under any earthmy corcunistances have broua ht preserva on I shaofs be glad t hear, by re- tences had exhausted him. "Yem. And, to make It ahi the more dîficuit

hersell t do. And yet, on the other ad, ow tou fo posu If pouibe, how the matterstrkes u It not saying much for myself, I know- to put them together again, I shook up the
luHeavens nayme coud I give up my grand esu you. If you couhd make couvenienbut cou- but, havug confessed it when I was wrong, let pieces ln a basket. It's a childish thbng, > odo,

terprIme, at the very tie when even wlse and suit wt m e peronaly lu Ed burgh, weo me at least record It when I did what was right my dear, at my age-.-
prudent Mr. Pîsymore saw sncb a prospect o! shoud save Iltuse, wheie may be o! seroos -I decided Istautîy on giving up ai further He stopped, looking very much ashamed of

mucceeding ln IL that , e had actuahy volunteer Importance t us. Whteou are at Doctor connectaon with he recovery of the torn letter. himself.
ed o help me! Pacnd beweme those two Stakweatherls ouank ofithieasyeach of If Eusta e asked me the question, I was re- "Well," I went on; "and have you suc-

cruel alternatives, wbaih could I choose aThir this place. Pleasethioukofly. T -oved t b able to answer truly :-" I have ceeded ln putting your letter together again

o!e our own fraltes; and have orne ms cyon 1m ought o It serow i ay enough. The fore made the sacrifice that assures your tranquillity. "It's not very easy, Valeria. But Imae a
mine. I turned My back on botc the alterna- most question wbIchIyhadhuconsdde. was the Wen resignation was hardest, I have humbled beginning. It's the ane principme as the p ain-

tives. Those two agneeable frienda, Prevarica. question o! my husband. my obstinate spirit, and I have given way for ciphe lu the ' Puzzle' wbich we used tu pt
tion and Deceot, ok me as It were softly by The departure of the mother and son from my husband's sake."a together whe 'u was a boy. Ouly geL hoe cen.

Lbm and:"yDon't com it yurself eltherwa, hSp4l ad been o long delayed by the surgeon's There was hai!f an hour to spare before I leit tral bit oIL nrgb sand the rest o! toe cPuzz
motdearlthey ad n ther Most persuasive order , that the traveller bad ouy advanced the vicarage for the railway station. In that falls into Its place lu a longer or shorter Lime.
manuen. goWrite Just enoug r ucomposebour o their ho eward jouroe a. Mara a Bordeaux, interval, I wrote again to Mr. Playmore; tell- Please don't tell anybody, ry dear. Peple
motbernsaw, andnd satlsîy pour husbad. when had ast heard frowi Mrs. Macallan tree ng him plainly what my position was, and might say I was In my dotage. To think of

You have got ime beuoreyoou. Watt and e If or four days ince. Allowng for au lterval o! wthdrawing at once and or ever, from all share that gibberish ln my note-book havikg a mean
TInme doest stand pour feiend, andwgepou oi repose at Bordeaux, and for the slow rateat undvestegaang the mystery which lay hidden ing ln il, after ail! I only got Mr. Playmore's

o e etbdifficurty." p whch tugy wouodugeompetedkmtorve after- under Lb.•dustheap at Glenînch. letter this morning; and-I am really almost

Infarnousi advlca 1i And pet, I look iL-.I, wbo wands, I m lght stili expeet theni k> arrive lu 
s a e o m ni nl -Ih v e nty n x

had been wnlh biought up, and who ought 10 Egaud ome time before a letter from the permets ton m letonsff ad on everince.
ave kown better. You who read this ehame- agent lu Amerlca could reach Mr. Playmore. CHAPTER XLIV. You wont tel upon e, fwf doou V

fui confession, wouidave know better, Bak How, l this position of affair, I could contriveOYou1wn't 
tellu o m nllyu e"

ure.oyou are ot Included, ui the Praer. Bookmt join the lawyer in Edinburgh, after meeting OUR NW HONEYMooN I answered the dear old man by a hearty em-
categoryamong Lbe mierab e siuers."g t Mhuisband lu London, It was not easy to see. It is not to be disguised or denied that my balance, and had caugot Lh Infection of rap

Wetl! well! let r n have virtue e roug- t The wse and the rgt way, as I thought, was spirite were depressed, on m journey my Lon- enteusîam, I hoved hm btter than eveno!
l, ihe trmuth. lu wrtg kt my enmoerin- to teî M. Playmore frankly that I was not don.y n- tusias, I lovehabttrthn e W

lawr Iformv ber that IL ad been fout d ne mstress of my own movements, and that he To resign the one cherished purpose of my appear sn. Stuggle aganst tasoumight, fet
cessary k> remove Miserrmus Dexter nau had btt r address his next letter t me at Ben- life, when I had suffered so muc l pursuig IL, a little mortifled, wbgn I emembered that I

asYhum..alid I left ber todmaw ber own conclu- Jamîn's bouse. 
and wbeu I had (k> ail appearauce) i3o neariy had neslgned ail funthen counectlon wltb the

Siens fr o that factounenlgatenedb I omuch Writing to my legal adviser in this sense, I eacedLthe realisation f my hopee) was pu- searc for s e letto at sucb a ime as this. Mp
as one word o!addmousah Information. o theb had a word o! my own to add, on the subject of ting to a hard trial a woman's fortitude, ad a one rcfort was te think o Eustace. My one

,ane wa. no mld m husba d a part noLbth tohletter. woman's sense of duty. Still, even If the Opa encouragement was to keep my m Md fyxed as
Luhe, and no more. I said I forgave hm wlt tra elea t yeans Iomy father's life I had portunity had been offered to rie,e ewoud lot coustanty as possible on the bight change for

aiMyheart-and I dld! I said ve bad oh Ltravehed wyih hm l Ital; and I had seen ln have recalled my letter to Mr. Plamore. osIt tae btter that ow appeared lu he domesti
Lo corne to me, and I wouid receive hlm wlth Lb. Museuin aL Naples the wonderfuî relies o! Is doue, and well doue," I1 saîd touipsel!; 4"sud prospect. Here, at teast, thene was uo disaster
Open arme-and 0 I would1! As for the rest, let a bygone Lime dhscovered among the rulus of I have only k> walt a day k> be reconcdied kte k> fear; ers I could honestly feel that I bad

me sap wlîb Hainhet: diThe nest ls silence." Pom peil. Bp way o! encounaglng Mn. Plapmore, -wben I glve my busband My f1rrst kiss." rlumphed. My husbaud bad corne back k> me
Having desptced my u wonthy lettens h ovweremded him that the eruption which I had planned and hoped to reach London, i or bis w yfee wiphd yh head not gven way,

found ayseif growlug restless, bedfeeling the bad verwhemed the town bad preserved, for timer kstant for Paris by the night-mail. But under the hard weight of evidencehe had

wa t o! a change. It would be nece sary more than sixtundred ears, scbperiabsoe the train wa tw;ce dehayed on t e long jour- yielded to the nobler Influences of bis gratitude

wait at lat elght or tie days before w.couhr i tags as Lb. stnaw lu whlch pottery bas been ney r m the aortb sund thene w no delp for andhis love.And I had taken h to my heart

hope a k>,ear by t elegyaph from New York. packed; the pantngs ou bouse waeis; Lbe Ibutmk> sleep abt BenJamîu villa, a d todeer agad-not because I bad Made dîscoverled

bade farewelîfor a Ime k> my dearn ud adMir- dreses wou nby sheL habitants;n ud (Mot my depahune untl the rrnudng. Whîch left hlimno other alternative than t wve

able Benjamin, sud betook myseîf tu My 01(1 noticeable ol ail, lu our case) a plece of anchent It Was, o! course, Impossible for me k> waru wlLh me, but because I belevd lu tbe better

home lu the North, at the vicarage of mp Uncle paper, stili attached 10 the vohcanlc aslées wblch My old frIeud o! the change lu My plans. My mlud that bail come 10 hlmn, aud loveil and

Stankweatben. My jouruey k> Spain k> nurse bad faîhenover IL. If themediscovermesbad been arrivah look hlm b>'surprise. 1 found bim trusm.ed hlm wltbout neserve. Was ilni wortb

Eustace bail mail. my peace wltb my wortby' made afLen a lapse o! sîxteen centuries, under a atone lu bis librany, wltb a wonderfuî Illumina, aonme Sacrifice k> have ai rlved at Ibhis nesuit
relapves; we tad exehanged foendl lettons; laper o e dust ad ashes on a large scale, surely Lion o! lampe and cadoefo; absorbed over sone True--most true i And yet I was a1ittie ont«

and I bad proise ad ( their guest arsoon as we might hope fteaet with simoar cases ofmorseis o! ton paper scattered on the table be- of spirits. Ah, well! iweil b. the remedy wa

IL wa. possible for me to leave Londlon. preservatn, after a lapse of tbree or four years fore hlm. 
withî a day's joumney. The soonen Iwsswitlb

hPasse aquiet, an t(ail things cousidereds) a only, under a layer of dust and ashes ona small IdWhat ln the world are ou about TI! wIEutace the botter.
happy me among the by scenes. vi ste scale? Taking for granted (what was perhaps asked.r Eaaly Lth ext mor ng, I left London for
once more d hbadk by the river mlte, where doubtful eoug thathe fragments o the let- Benjamin blushed I war going to say, like Paris by Lb tidal-train. Benjamin acompal-Eustace saud urbaifrt hmet wI walke hagadu ter coul b. recoverem, ny owu covitlo b was a young girl. BtU Young girls have given up ed me to the Terminus.

o the lawn, and lotore through the shrub- that the witngonlhem, though I lght be blushi g ln these latter days of the age we "I shall write to Edinburgh by to-day's posi ,"

bergthome favourite aunts luwslyh we bad fadeld, would certainhy stihi b. legible. The verp lve lno 
he maid, ln the Linterval before the train moved

se often talke d over our troubles, an ce a often accumulations wrica Mr. Psymore deploe ")Oh, notîuge oth'ng'1"he said confusedly. out of the station. "I think I can find the

fogotten them lu a sai. How asadl und would b the means o! preservong tbem fmo "ciDou't notice Il" man Mr. Playmore wants te help hlm, If e

strngeîy bad oun ives been parteil mince that the naIn and the damp. With these modest He stretceeilout bis baud tk> brush Lb. mon- decides 10 go on. Have pou any message k>

ime!1 How uncertain stîll was Lb. fortune blute I cloaed my letton; sud thug for once, seis*of paper off the table. Those morsels rais- send, Valeia?"1
whic hatherfuure ailn store for us! thanknmk>tmyyContinentarhexpeeieaceb rWu aedwaymudden suspicion in my mnd. I stopped "No. I have doe withit, Benjamin; I have

The associations smId whlcb 1 was now'liv- able kinsf- yhwerihm 
hngmr >mi.

evg a t he snfu ene g o e ffecy m on d Ip e roahe- Ahe ter day passe i ; sd I heard nothing o ! " Y ou ave heard fro nt M . P îaym ore " I noth a ng m o r e s udy."u o I nd , ih ea i g ri ntt e n c e o vr m h e m y s e lf, orEp a eL b o frv h ers. salusilmd.m re a - " T e ll m e th e t ru th B e n ja m in . Y e s, M . P la y m o r d o e s re a l l p tr y th e e p e r im e athvo w e more ftalt sud rikle to Eus- aLlou efor edyjuny otba oer nght Bejamin blushed a shade deeper, sd answer. GI auweed, as I felt, a little bitterly.ves hopegati n d e ha utr esintaed coorn lu l's a eleard o! some change lu Mrs. Macal- " W here is the letton,, "" Yx e s,"e I faid." W rt an telme f th
v e f ist o ? t H o u h t a s o t h e t ah d ou g h o f e h i a 'h p tr v e l i g a r a n g e m e n t l u t e a t e a . " I mu s t n ' s h o w I L k > o u , V a l e r i a ." M y i d f i e u n sm l e d . H . k u e b t o

I h -a p ae a fo r ght ws L th u gct cours Te os a ion. ite brout m m ec l dte from Thee th ee( I say I ?) m ade m e determ ined k> than I k ew m yse l .ne m e b t r
wP f i c o u r ,oda c io n m e aes L bu a e e n ta e r o eI adpasela ornih Wt ay ne sd m oi e ngll w hih51upnt oet amn k> s IL op mew k tei hlf o d lb, gy b îeso pubandr' crespon enaTe oae noheinga fben Mn. Pto e. Lb a sorbce rae my mubad Hloesm adledade scer ttle du maI k> my busnu V lu'arasen. Io wl av restoe tee o rusta e

trc o! em colottecacooern ane k>w uc o my grebatde did deserveo a h letter inugn" ?Hv In am ,He was to weak, poor fellow, even to rais.

oearyfr ebcosîthmpesnal.Thre ed relil o! the most aaoeure repse. 'w 111 y toumoe ees0fwenù xn~tfn, ~ ~ -u ~ÂI ' nw etewihpo, rs ac. sa omeril b.tgehe. ien sl toswodds b- -- --.. -. 1Pimea eiore IL nowresta 1th yoJnr- 'aymore wrote, t aPl oùetly
d b eto ese. Ts L a sn e w "nd comfort EusLace long course of his occupationin bu ne m IL w ahe together. W hen he said those words, the

im osibe OBaYWht erth e wswa g hue r h e b u Wa bl oe ih e ptaton t ehi eofote new he ha

I mn p o s s b e l a h t e h s w s g o iude r t h i s n w c a la m i ty . D o D o t s u p p o s e t h a t P l a t P o s s ib le t h a t b , m ig h t a v e h e a r d o a e a o n > b l b e u i e a o e t a

or bail. IL Mlgbt have been elbher-it was be ha. e ver blamed, On tbought o! biamlug pou, olu whlch documente ha0 been put together coulmoreealat.
sir pl be il enî g. E ven M r. P isy m o e h m - fo r leav in g h m w i h m e lu S pa in, as s on as agIn , aft h a voc u gen s h ben m p by lesg o n Youmst y b i . n , j ti c ," I m a l

isolf was taken bi' surprise. These wcee he lgsL he waa declared out of danger. 't a (wo yaidafent, Fvn efmen eneu b hdeigen u'*o moeru es, ei6'n,


