. THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

f S s 1
(e g@ljmsﬁm,

MONTREAL, JULY, 1848.

e s,

THE LORD'S DAY.

e

Among the tracts published by the Ame-
rican Unitarian Association is one on the sub-
jeet of the Lord’s Duy—the Christian Sabbath.
It is written by the Rev. Mr. Huntington of

" Boston, and has interested us very much from
the unfeigned respect which he accords to
thisancient and venerable institution. In times
like the present, when the overflowing zeal of
a certain class of reformers, in whom the ele~
ment of destructiveness predominates over
that of constructiveness, seeks véut by assail-
ing the Christian Subbath, and calling its
beneficial tendency in question, it is with
peculiar pleasure that we receive a tract like
the one before us, so reasonable in its argu-
mentation, and so reverent in its tone. The
selting apart of one day in seveu as a day of
rest from worldly labor, and a season more
specially devoted to religion, has been an
arrangement of Providence from the very
earliest times. It exisled priorto the Mosaic
dispensation, and was designed to survive it.
The fourth commandment of the decalogue
is declaratory, not enactive. It says ¢ re-
member the sabbath day,” &e. Aud when
the system of Judaism passed away, and the
more comprehensive scheme of the Gospel
took its place, the adherents of the new dis-
pensation still set apart one day in seven as
a sacred season—as a seasou more especially
devoted to worship and praise. They conti-
nued to meet, however, on that day of the
week on which our Lord had risen from the

- dead. Hence it was called the % Lord’s
Day.”?

The snitableness and necessity of such an
institution sheuld be evident to all, we think,
who reflect properly on the nature of man
and the circumstances it which he is now
placed. Buton this topic we have not lei-
sure to enlarge at present. We wish, how-

ever,; “to submit ‘the following “paragraphs,
which form the conclusionof- Mr. Hunting-
ton’s tract, to the thoughtful perusal of our
readers. We have great faith in the good influ-
ences of a well spent Christian Sabbath, and
when we see its proper exercises neglected
by men and women upon any and every fri-
volous pretext, we are deeply pained, because
we observe In such negligence forcible proof
of religious deficfency +—

“In coneluding, let us briefly indicate, in n
practical form, two ways in which the Sabbath
may be kept, by placing before us two individual
examples, leaving it to be decided which has
the more respectability and dignity,—which is
Christian and right,—which we wonld desire and
strive to imitate.

#(Ofthe two men we lhave in mind, one re-
gards the Lord’s day as simply an interruption
of his weekly business. His only resolution is
to get as much indolent repose or sensual

ratification out of it as he can make it yield.

e follows his wordly plans to the last mowment
of a Inte Saturday evening, without any prepam-
tion or thought for the sacred duties ol the
morrow. He lengthens his sleep far into the
Sabbath, and rises stupid, and perhups irritable,
—too late, it may be, for attendance on public
worship,—or if he goes there at all, out ol some
formal or superficial notive, he goes hurriedly
and confusedly, or tardily, without a ready mind,
laying down as it may be a newspaper or a

" work ot fiction as he starts, instead of a Bible,—
and discussing on the way and in the porch the
business or the fashions of the week, the last
steamer'’s mercantile news, or the last record in
chancery. With a sluggish or wandering atten-
tion; he sits out the services, feeling no glow of
love kindled for God or man, On leaving the
church he resumes the projects or the gossip of
the week. The next principal occusion is his
dinner. The hour’s interval he saunters away
by a needless visit to the post-office. After u
somewhat surfeiting repast, the remainder of the
holy day is.given either to sleeping or riding,
and the evening to the profitless socicty of some
kindred spirits, as”thoughtless and as earthly-
minded as himself. Thus closes that misspent,
squandered day. Thus has the deluded man
cheated his own soul, dishonored his bumauuity,
wronged his fellow.creatures, and affronted lis
“God. . ‘ :
“Curn to the other. He grects the coming of
the Sabbath with engerness. He looks gladly
for it, as.'a relense from cares and anxieties,
*which; if they. were never broken, wonld narrow
and - belittle -his ‘nature.  Early “on " Saturday
evening he withdraws himself from his toil into
his.- own - bome, " He gathiers his household
togother, and speaks to them of the goodness of

the Father in the preservations of the we
if there are children to be nide
studies: of the Sunday School, he encourares
. - . . =
them in their preparation. With promptness
uad a elear head be meets the Sabbnth mornime
and 11 a regular and undisturbed house engnires
in some reading or reflection congenial 10 the
objects of the day bLefore him. When be coes
to the sanctuary, it is only to countinue the tone
of feeling hie ias already called up, to gain fresh
impulses to his resolves, his faith, and "his hope,
to quicken lis feelings of fellowship for mankind,
und to offer brie('and cordiul salutations to such
a3 he meets by the way. Direetly to the house
of God, and directly from it, morning and after—
noon, bis path leads him into no temnptations 1o
frivolity or worldness; and is family keep him
company. ‘Tlie hours not devoted to waorship
are passed in that best and dearest of all spotsto
liim, his Christian home, in agreeable and casy
and familiar 1alk on engaging and improving
topies, in devising pluns to interests variously
the younger members of thie housebold, in
telling them of the great and good movements
that are going on in the world for ilie benefit of
mnnkind, of the great aud good men and women
that have lived, and in explaining the infinite
beauties and wonders of the Almighty’s works
and word. If he goes abroad, it is to coutinve
to the more advantage these trains of instruction
and quiet enjoyment under God’s open sky, or
else to carry some [riendly meszage of cousel or
teaching, or some gift of charity, to the poor,
and the iguorant, and the depraved of his neigh-
bourhood. Hasgnot this man hud his daily bread,
in that peace and refreshment which descend
from heaven? On such a Sabbath will not the
God of Subbaths look down with love, and leave
lis blessing on that habitation ?

AMERICAN SLAVERY-

At the Jast annual meeting of the Congre-
gational Minisiers of Massachusetts, the fol-

f ¢k, and
d for thie religious

lowing resolution concerning slavery was
adopted.  Tuis convention is composed of
both Trinjtarians and Unitarians. The reso-
lution was proposed by the Rev. Dr. Lowell
of the West Chureh in Boston, the oldest
clergyman in the city, we believe, and ,cer-
tainly one of the most highly esteemed. Dr.
L. is a believer in the strict unity of God, but
discluims the name of Unitarian, and every
other name that seemns to wear a sectarian
aspect. He recognises no denominational
title. He will be called by the Master’s
name ouly. Of the other eight gentlemen on
the committee, four belong to the Unitarian,
and four to the Trinitarian denomination :—

% Whereas this Convention is deeply “impres-
sed with the sinfulness and injustice_of  holding
a fellow-being in slavery, and is convinced Ly
all. experience; that the relation of master and
slave is as destructive of the moral nature of the
one, as it is of the Juman nature of the other:
and whereas recent events have demonstrated,
that the non slaveholding States are inextricably
involved in some ol the great public and privaie
wrongs inherent to the system; and whereas,

while it is at all times inciumbent upon us, as
men, 10 be fithiul 1o the duties of @ common

lwumanity, as ministers of Him who enme to |

unloose the heavy bhurthiens, and bind up the
broken in heart—it is especially our duty to “re-
member those who are in honds as bound with
them y——therefore Resolved, that a Commitice
of nine be appointed to prepare a Report, to be
presented at the next annual meeting of the Con-
vention, containing a briefhistory of the rise and
progress of slavery in our country, a view of the
responsibility of the free States in regurd to it,
and a calm and temperate, but solemn and ear-
nest appeal to the community on this momen-
tous sabject.”
‘The committe appointed were—

Dr. Lowell, of Boston

Dr. Hitehieock, of Randolpl;
Dr. Storrs, of Braintree;

Dr. Waorcester, of Salem ;
Me. Thompson, of Salem ;
Mr. Hill, of Worcester;

Mr, Briggs, of Plymouth;
Mr. Ciisids, of Lowell;

Mr. Lothrop, of Boston,

PROGRESS OF UNITARIAN OPINIONS
IN ENGLAND.

The subjoined paragvaph, indicating the
progress of Unitarian doctrines in England, is
taken from a letter from Joseph Barker which
lately appeared in the London Inquirer :—

“Dear Sin,—I saw in your paper, some time
ngo, some letters from friends discussing the
guestion, What is the reason that Unitarian doc-
trines do not make their way in Lngland? Would
youallow me to ask your correspondents whether
it be indeed a fact that Unitarian doetrines are
not making their way in England? Inthe circle
in which I'move, they are making their way, and
have been making their way for. years past.
have not the least doubt that amongst .the peo-
ple whom [ have had an opportunity of address-
ing, and amongst whom my publications have
been circulated, noc less than from thirty to forty
thousand people have embraced Unitarian doc—
trines within the last five years, ~ Ifin any circles
of society Unitarian doctrines are not making
their way, the rensormn must be, in my jndgment,

n want of effort on the part of those who holp
Unitwrian sentiments. It those who hold Unita-
rian sentiments would use their influence as thoy
ought in multiplying and circulating plain, popu-
lur, and trathiul publications, they would see
their sentiments prevailing in every class of
society, und in every part ol the world.
“ Yours respectfully,

“ Josevn Barker.
* Wortley, near Leeds, March 13, 18487

—————
ToroNto Unirarray CoxGreEGaTION —We
understand that Mr. Hassul! is al present
preaching for the Unitarian Congregation of
Toronto, and will remain there during the
vication of the Meadville Theological Schiool.
- :

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST CONGRE-
GATIONAL SOCIETY OF BURLING-
TON, ON THE OCCASION OF THE
DEATH OF REV. 0. W, B. PEABODY.

At a special meeting of the Pirst Congrega-
tional Society, called to take measures in ro-
ference to the death of their Pastor, the Rev,
Oliver W. B. Peabody, held at their dleeting
Liouse on the 6th day of July, 1848, at eight
o'cluek, A. 3., flon. Alvau JMoote was called
to the chair, and John N. Pomeroy, Bsq., was
appointed Clerk pro tempore.  Mr. Pomeroy,
at his request, was excused from serving as
Clerk, and Bdward A. Stansbury was appoint-
ed Clerk pro tem.

O motion of N. B. 1laswell, Bsq.

Vaoted, That a commiuze of five be raised as
a general commiltee of arrangements, to take
measutes for the faneral obsequies of our
deceased Pastor, and that the =ame committee
be also charged with the duty of prepaning a
suitable expression of feeling on the part of this
Society, in view of the afllictive eveut which
calls us together.

I'he Chair appointed as such committee
Messrs. N. B. Haswell, John Peck, John N.
Pomeroy, Edward C. Loomis, and BEdward A.
Stansbury.

The meeting then adjourned to 2 o'clock of
the same day, to hear the report of the com-
mittee,

2 o’clock, P, M.—The meeting again con-
vened ; and Mr. llaswell, from the Comnmittee
of Arrangements, reported the order which
had been adopted for the funeral, with a re-
commendation that the Meeting House be hung
with black.on that occasion ; that the Sunday
Sehool Children attend in a body, and that the
Clergymen of the village be invited to be pre-
sent. Which report wus unanimously adopted.

Mr. Stansbury, from the same Committee,
reported the following expression on the part
‘of the: Society, -which was read and adopted
unanimously :

‘T'he sudden death of our beloved Pastor, the
Rev. Oiiver W. B. P’eabody, has filled ns with
the deepest grief. T'o all who kuew him the
simple anncuncement will disclose the full ex-~
tent of our loss; but to others, how faintly
does it express the bitter and unexpected be-
reavement which plunges so many hearts into
tmourning.

Although the pale face and [eeble step of
hitn whose loss we deplore, had long since ad-
mouished us that the blessing of his ministry
was not long 1o be vouchsufed to us, yet we
had indulged the hope that a cessation {rom
labor and change of scene, might yet prolong,
for u few months at least, a lite rendered pre-
cious in our eyes by the duily practice of every
virtune which ean adorne the private or min-
isteriul charuacter.

But while we hoped thus, it was ordained in
the counsels ot Heaven, that he whose life
displayed so worthily the loveliness of the
Christian character, should be spared the
weariness ol a longer journey to the tomb, and
be at once removed to those happy realms
where the * wicked cease from trounling, and
the weary are at rest,”

With those who mourn our friend, as not
merely friend but relative, we claim to mingle
our tears. Lo her who has returned in recent
widowhood fromn distant climes, to see nought
but the pale ashes of that only brother who
was so endeared to her heart, we can offer only
the consuvlations which flow from a reflection
on the spotless excellence of his charaéter, and
the love which it inspired, manifested as that
love is by the spontaneous grief of a whole
community who have been daily witnesses of
his walk and conversation.

Let us meditate upon the rare virtues which
form our chief impressions of our departed
friend. Let the self-devotion with which he
elung to all his duties amid the depression of
excecding weakness, admonish us against per-
mitting slight difliculties to discourage us in
the jath ol duty, Let the mingled firmness,
meekness and charity with which he held and
axpressed his own opinions, teach us to emu-
Jate thut spirit uiid temper of mind which shone
so . conspicuously in him. Let the unwearied
Inbors of this feeble but resolute Christian, in
behalf of the poor und afllicted, teach us tu re-
member with the tenderness which he so beau-
tifully manifested, the untold woes and sorrows
of those to whotn the boon of life comes fruught

with few blessinga.

' . )

Let the unruffied gentlencss and serenity
which will ever be associated with our memo-
ries of him, inspire in us a warm desire to re-
gulate our conduct by the same rules which
produced in him such blessed fruits.

It only remains for us now to commit his
body to the dust, amid the scenes which he
loved so well, and nigh to that temple where
his voice has so often been raised in declaring
his Muster’s will, in admonishing his peoplé’,
and in striving to lead them in the path where
he found such abudant joy and consolation.

Ou motion of John N. Pomeroy, Esq.,,

Voted, That the praceedings of the Society
relative to the decease of their Pastor, be sign-
ed by the Chrairman and Clerk, and published
in the village papers, and in the Christian Re-
gister.

Avrvax Foore, Chairmun.
ipw. A. Sranssury, Clerk pro lem.

Foreigy Ap o ‘rue Roman CaTmorre
Cuuncu v Amertca.—The association (in
Europe) for the propagation of the faith, have
granted to the missions in America, this year:
$5,000 to the Bishop of Dubuque ; £6,000 to
the Bishop of Detroit ; §4,000 to the Bishop of
Cincinnati ; $3,000 to the Bishop of Philadel-
phia ; $3,000 to Richmond ; $4,000 to Rishop
Hughes, New York ; $1,000 to Priest of Mer-
cy, New York; $2.000 to Haitford ; $3,000
to Nashville ; $3,000 to Louisville ; $8,000 to
Bishop of Vincennes, and $3,000 to Congrega-
tion of Holy Cross, same diocese ; £6,000 to
St. Louis; £2,500 to Milwaukie; $3,500 to
RBishop of Little Rock ; $7,500 to Bishop Quar-
ter, at Chicago ; $3,500 to Natchez; $4,750
to New Orleans; §7,500 to Mobile ; 38,000
fo Charleston; £6,000 to Lazarisls in the
United States ; 32,150 to Society ot Jews, Mo.;
9,000 to Society of Jesus in Rocky Moun-=
lains ; 760 to Dominiciansin do; $10,000 to
Dr. Odin, Vicar Apostolic, Texas; $3,000 to
Joint Missions in America ; $26,000 fo West
Indian and South American Missions ; §11,000
to the Archbishop of Oregon city ; %4,000 to
Vicar Apostolic, Hudson®s Bay’; $26,000 to
British American Missions ; $11,500 to Oblats,
Canada and Hudson’s Bay ; $6,000 io Jesuits
in Canada. These grants, with the donations
of the people, will uphold a very large number
of missionaries of the Church of Rome on this
continent.— Episcopal Recorder.

Ix¢reDuLiTY.—Of all the weaknesses
which little men rail against, there isnone
that they are more apt to ridicule than the
tendency to believe ; and of all the signs of
a corrupt heart and a feeble head, the ten-
dency “of “ineredulity is* the worst,” Real

philosophy seeks - rather 1o solve than. :to
deny. ‘ L

. Sornow.~—Sorrow ought tv be the domes—
ticated guests of our souls, as much as joy and
pleasure ; it also is sent down upon us from
above ; and He who counts all tears, who
tries our hearts,~—He knows well what wealk,
mortals are fitted to endure.—Trick.

-Sir Matthew Hale says :—¢ Be careful not
to interrupt another when he is speaking, hear
him out and you will understand him li')etler,

and will be able to give him the better
answer,” ’ :

Until you understand an author’s ignorance,
presume yourself ignorant of his understand-
ing.—8. I, Coleridge.

BOOEKS FOR SAILHE,

C. BRYSON’S BiODK-STORE.
ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET

HIE Entire Works of WiLniam Eriery
Cuannivg, D.D., in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. OrviLLe
Dewey, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
ISV[cssinh, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.

87. )

A CommeNTARY oN THE Four GosPELs.
By the Rev. A. A. Livermore.

Tue Essenriat Farte or tue UNIVERsa
Cuurch, Deduced from the Sacred Records,
By Harriet Martineau. :

La Yor pr I’EcrisE UNIVERSELLE j; D’-
APRES LEs SaiNtes IEcrrtures. Par Dlle.
Martiueau. Traduit de PAnglais,

Scrirrure Proors AND'§_canUhAL Ic-
LUsTRATIONs OF Unrramianism. By John
Wilson. 8rd Iidition, revised and enlarged.

LETTERS ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Frienns, chiefly in Reply to Arguménts in.
Support of the Doctiine of the Trinity. By
Mary S.-B. Dana, author.of.the ¢ Southern
and Northern Harps,*? ¢ ‘The Parted Family,*?

Tie - RECOLLECTIONS . oF JoTHAM ANDER-
soN. By the late Rev. H. Ware, Jrs of Cam-
bridge University, New England.. " .

- Sermons. By the Rev, F. W, . P. Green~

wood, D.D., ‘Minister of King’ 'Chapel, Bog- -
ton. " In two volumes. TP
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