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raid, tendding the helm to one of bis best men, pro- tremity of the little vessel there was a small roeu'
ceeded to examine the condition of Sambo. used for stores, but which, empty on this traP,

It was evident that the aged negro had been had been converted into a cell for Desborough.
stunned, but whether from the effect of 'apo- This was usually entered from the cabin, but la
plexy, or violence offered him, it wa imi:.sible to order to avoid inconvenionce to the ladies, a door
decide. No exLernial wound was visible, and y:.t bis had been effeted in the bulk heads, the key of which
trar.thing was that of cone who ý:- -re sZome vý. kept 'y Sambo. On inspection, this door W51
severe bodily injiry. In a few minutes, hwiiever, he found hermetically clased, so that it became evideet

teco, ered nis rcd.iection, and the words he uttered, if thee harl not been purloined froin its keepel'
as þe izcd wildly s'na, and addces'ed ids :uaster, the cscaipe of Desborough must have been accOrO'
were :cient o explain the whole afinir: plihZ irough the cabin. Moreover, there was nO

"Damnl him debbe!, Macts Geral, he get safe off, opening of any description to be found, through
him bilhain."1'

h lia, Desbcwhuch! it is then, a knife m ight be passed to enable him to 5'

" aDsi, then, as 1 suspected- ver the bors vhich confined bis feet. CloS
quick, put the helm about-two of the lirhtest and to the partition, were swung the hammock's Or
mosut active iâto ni canoc, and fcllow in pursuit. two men, who had been somewhat dilatorY il
The iellow is making for the shore, no doubt. Nuw obeying the sumnons on deck, and between who0

then, my lads," as two of the crew sprang ir.to the it was not impossible the conversation he had dl-
canoe that had becn instantly lowered, "Lay dollars tected had been carried on. On re-ascending, be
between you, recollect, if you bring him back." again questioned these men, but they most solerifly

Although there needed no greater spur to exertion, assured him they had not spoken either together or
than a desire both to please their officer, and to acquit to others, within the last two hours, having falleo
themselves of a duty, the sum offered was not vith- fast asleep on being relieved from their wth
eut its proper weight. I an instant, the cance was Search was now made in the pockets of Saml,
seen scudding along the surface of the water, to- whose injury had been found to be a violent blo*
wards the shore, and, at intervals, as the anxious given on the back of the ear, and whose recoverf
Gerald listened, he fancied he could distinguish the from the stupefaction it had produced was yet iO'
exertions of the fugitive swimmer from those made perfect. The key being found, all suspicion of Par
by the paddles of bis pursuers.. For a time all was ticipation was removed from the crew, who coUt
silent, when, at length, a deriding laugh caie over only have communicated from their own quarter O
the surface of the lake, that too plainly told, the set- the vessel, and they were accordingly dismis0e
tUer had reached the shore, and was beyond all chance one half, comprising the first watch, to their hs
of capture. In the bitterness of bis disappointment, mocks, the remainder to their original station on the
and headless of the pleasure bis change of purpose forecastle. The next care of Uic young commander
bail procured him, Gerald could not help cursing bis was to inspect the cabin, and institute a strict scra'
foly, in having suffered himself to be diverted from tiny as to the manner in which the escape had be60
bis original intention Of descending to the place of effected. The door that opened into the now le
confinement Of the prisoner. Had this been donc, tenanted prison, stood between the companiQ0
all might have been well. le had now no doubt ladder and the recess occupied by the daughters
that the voices had proceeded froin thence, and be of the Goveriior. To bis surprise, Gerald founi
was resolved, as soon as the absent men came on it locked, and the key, that usually remafi'
board, to institute a strict inquiry into the affair. in a niche near the door, removed. On trn'

No sooner, therefore, had the canoe returned from ing to search for it, he also noticed, for theioe
the unsuccessful trip, than all hands were sum- time, that the lamp, suspended from a beam in the
moned and questioned, under a threat of severe pun- centre of the cabin, had been extinguished. Stra
ishment, to whoever should be found prevaricating, by these remarkable circumstances, a suspi
as to the manner of the prisoner's escape. Each which he would have givea much not to have ente
positively denied having ln any way violated the tained, forced itself upon bis mind-As a first 10W'
order which enjoined that ne communication should sure, and that there might be no doubt whatever O0
take place between the prisoner and the crew, to the bubject, he broke open the door. As he 
whom indeed all access was denied, with the excep- pected, it was empty.-Upon a small table 14
tion Of 8'm'>o, entrusted with the duty of carrying the remains of the settler's last meal, but neitbe
the former his meals. The denial of the men wa3 knife nor fork, both which articles had been int$r
80 straight forward and clear, that Gerald knew dicted, -were to be found. At the foot of the C
not what to balieve, and yet it was evident that on which he had evidently been seated, for the P
Qe sounds lie had heard, proceeded from human pose of freeing himself, lay the heavy cords tbevoices. Datermmned to satisfy himself, his first care had bound bis ancles. These had been severewas to descend between decks, preceeded by his two places, and, as was discove ed on close C-rotawaij with a lantern. At the sternmost ex- nation, by the application 0f e ne sharP and d


