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rald, sonfiding the helm 3o one of his best men, pro-
ceeded to examine the condition of Sambo.

It was evident that the aged negro had been
stunned, but whether from the effect of po-
plexy, or violence offered him, it wac impsssible to
decide. No exiernal wound was visible, and y:t his
troathing was that of one whe %12 riedivid some
severe bedily injury. In afew minutes, however, he
Yecovared nis reczliection, and the words he utiered,
a8 be guzed wildly arovnd, and addecsced Lis master,
were suilcient 0 explain the whole affair:

“ Damn him deboc!, Macsa Geral, he get safe off)
him bitiain.”

“Iia, Desherzugh ! it is, then, as 1 suspected—
quick, put tae helz about—iwo of the lizhtest and
most active futo my eancc, and fullow in pursuit.
The leilow is making for the shore, no doubt. Now
ther, my lads,” as two of the crew sprang into the
canoe ihat had been instantly lowered, « £ty dollars
between you, recollect, if you bring him back,”

Although there needed no greater spur to exertion,
than a desire both to please their officer, and to acquit
themselves of a duty, the sum offered was not with-
out its proper weight. In an instant, the cance was
seen scudding along the surface of the water, to-
wards the shore, and, at intervals, as (he anxious
Gerald listened, he fancied he could distinguish the
exertions of the fugitive swimmer from those made
by the paddles of his pursuers.. For a time all was
silent, when, at length, a deriding laugh came over
the surface of the lake, that too plainly told, the set-
tler had reached the shore, and was beyond all chance
of capture. In the bitterness of his disg,
end heedless of the pleasure his change of purpose
had procured him, Gerald could not help cursing his
folly, in having suffered himself to be diverted from
his original intention of descending to the place of
confinement of the prisoner. Had this been done,
ail might have been well. IIe had now no doubt
that the voices had proceeded from thence, and he
was resolved, as soon as the absent men came on
board, to institute a strict inquiry into the affajr.

No sooner, therefore, had the canoe returned from
the unsuccessful trip, than all hands were sum-
moned and questioned, under a threat
isbment, to whoever should be found
as to the manner of the prisoner
positively denied having
order which enjoined that
take place between the

ppointment,

of severe pun-
Prevaricating,
’s escape. Each
in any way violated the
no communication should
priconer and the crew, to
whom indeed all access was denied, with the excep-
tion of 8ambo, entrusted with the du

ty of carrying
the former his meals.

The denial of the men was
80 straight forward ang clear, that Gerald knew
not what to belicve, and yet it was evident thot
the sounds he had heard, proceeded from human
voices. Datermined to satisfy himself, his first care
was to descend between decks, precceded by his
boatawain, with a Jantern. At the sternmost e3-
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tremity of the little vessel there was a small root
used for stores, but which, empty on this trifr
had been converted into a cell for Desborougf"
This was usually entercd from the cabin, but ‘:
order to avoid inconvenicnce to the ladics, a d")oh
had been effeeted in the bulk heads, the key of Whl‘;’
Was fept by Sambo.  On inspection, this door."u‘
found hermetically clased, so that it became evide
if the ey had not been purloined from its keeP"":
the cscu%)c of Desborcugh must have becn acco‘:o
plisL.od visrough the cabin.  Moreover, there was
opening of any description to be found, thro“ﬁr
whicit a knife might be passed to enable him to ”.
ver the bonds which confined his feet. (31°
to the partition, were swung the hamx.nock' o
two men, who had been somewhat dilatory .
obeying the summons on deck, and between thr
it was not impossible the conversation he }?ad e
tected had been carried on. On re-ascending, iy
again questioned these men, but they most solem”a’
assured him they had not spoken either togetheflen
to others, within the last two hours, hav'ing fal e
fast asleep on being relieved from their wl“;o
Search was now made in the pockets of Sam ;
whose injury had been found to be a violent b'l:r
given on the back of the ear, and whose reco b
from the stupefaction it had produced was yet -
perfect. The key being found, all suspicion of Puld
ticipation was rcmoved from the crew, who ¢0 o
only have communicated from their own q'uar_tef .
the vessel, and they were accordingly dxsl.nl !
one half, comprising the first watch, to u.xenr hat®
mocks, the remainder to their original station on i
forecastle. The next care of the young commal‘nr
was to inspect the cabin, and institute a strict s¢
tiny as to the manner in which the escape had -
effected. The door that opened into the now i
tenanted prison, stood between the compﬂl:e i
ladder and the recess occupied by the daugh
of the Goveruor. Tohis surprise, Gerald fo
it locked, and the key, that usually remﬂne'
in a niche near the door, removed. On tW?
ing to search for it, he also noticed, for th‘eﬁ’
time, that the lamp, suspended from a beam 1n
centre of the cabin, had been extinguished. S-“'uoﬂr
by these remarkable circumstances, a susyw‘w’
which he would have given much not to have ed o
tained, forced itself upon his mind—As a first ¥
sure, and that there might be no doubt whateves *
the subject, he broke open the door. As he 1af
pected, it was empty.—Upon a small lable.
the remains of the settler’s last meal, but n?l
knife nor fork, both which articles had been 1P,
dicted, were to be found. At the foot of the 6> -
on which he had evidently been seated, for tho'i"”‘
pose of freecing himself, lay the heavy cord‘nd .
had bound his ancles. These had been seve all‘i'
two places, and, as was discove =d on ¢lose wr
nation, by the application of s0 e sharp and



