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. §ree contribute to the culture of the mind—an

ideg wiu: .
@ which comes under ihe same category with

t
‘¢ unce vaunted

¢ precept of the proflizate and
e

Viclous, that “the theatre is the school of
Virtpe,»

Next to reading, as means for acquiring know-
Cdge iy « reflection.” The mere mechanical act of
Tading, cannet in any case secure a right of real
O actual or lasting benefit, and there is searcely
More than mechanism in the manner in which
Works of acknowledged standard, value and uvse-

fulnes .
Iness are often times perused.  Pageafter page
Sseg :
f"‘ “einreview befure the eye, chapter after chap-
e g

dismissed, and at length the volume is
. 0‘sed with the sagacious looking conclusion, that
Cerl: A gn.nd “book ;” if it be a good book t.his
o ‘;unl_\- Is not the way to read it, and the design
'¢ author L:as not been accomplished by such
im;‘:‘“y disposal of his thonghts, ‘These were
ded to culighten, inform, impress and stimm-
‘:“‘ Four minds; they were intended, not only to
°°t the eye as words and sentences, but through
su“"e Syl‘nbo]s to meet the understanding in the
tantial form of principle and sentiment of
Oasmxing and fact.
er:‘:s ;\r from bc-ing suﬂ‘icicnt,. however, to ua-
N :u.ln .hc. meaning of the writer; o.ur duty is
ro‘;:) 1; ‘e'; of lts. con:cctn.css to conjpar.e it with the
of trm‘]) previous mqun:_v. to bring it to the test
enos n\, and 'to dctcn}nne th(f mcnsurc‘of confi-
'epreeor crf-‘.ht to be given to its r?nsomngs and
“"qu{riljtn(l()ns‘ we must by reflection. carr.y our
. nm]m much f"nrlh.vr than the real mcamng' of
one g 120": ad it will be o wholesome exercise,
At will greatly tend to strengthen the men-
o f-:l(:u]lics as well as to store the memory, by
fec:;;“:,, at intervals in the 'prnccss of reading,
" a;n; tl‘le course and retracing the current of
it ¢ or's t}mughts to mark as you go along
tonercems inconclusive in argument and ob-
g:c‘:::nb]e in statement, or what on the contrary
thy of notice ; and after you have finished
® volume to record in writing, in a book kept for
pe"rfﬁ::pose, yotxr general opinion of th.e whole
opini(mmnce. with the grounds upon which your
in oY Test; such a written record is important
ume :Ig the r.;ttcntmn. in the perusal of an.y vo-
“"qu;li gcz without this you w?uld be'oonsclously
i ed to p)‘({riounce upon itsmerits, It will
g all the leading topics of the volume delit.er-

Ately i :
¥ under review fixing them more deeply in
Jour 1meme,

lm[‘l'essiun
Ve can,

.'?d

‘,-

they have made.
ot in the circumeeribed pages of an es-
Well at length on the remaining various meaus

wi
Jour rench for {he acquisition, but merely
W‘“‘hvnw

Ty and deepening in proportion the -
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urge you 1o use them with a definite point in
view—let that point be the course of study you
have adopted and intend to pursue; with this
feeling you will fill your place in the “ Lecture
IIall” attend the Debating Socicty,” cultivate
the fricud-hip of others, whose mental acquire-
ments will make their conversation profitable to
you.

We cannot, however, refrain from making one
passing remark on the incfficient manner in which
the Cowrses of Lectures in our City are got up—
courses hardly deserving the name; treating of
as many different subjeets as there are lectures—
three-fourths of which are what may be termed
“ fancy subjects,” fitted only to tickle the imagi-
nation for an evening, leaving nothing solid that
the wind can store away as part of its mental
furmiture ; the fault, we fear, is not to be found
with these gentlemen, who, with a kindness and
public spirit most laudable, come forward gra-
tuitously to fill the Lecturer's Desk; but with
them who make the mrangements; it may be
said, oh! we want « variety of subjeets to satisfy
and please a variety of people; if they said,
*improve and enlighten,” that would be nearer
the mark. Let “utility” and not amusement,
influence the mrangement of a course of Lee-
tures, and the result will be not only a delighted
but an improving audience : may not this defect
account for the thin attendance on our Lecture
ITall, if so, why not try and remedy it? and
now, in conclusion, remember that in the highest
and best sense of the term “Education” com-
prehends the discipline and schooling of the
thought and feeling of the man, not only for the
position which he now occupies, but for any to
which in his life he may lereafter be sumnicned,
that thus if eminence bo attuined, he may exhibit
none of the weakness, expericoce none of the
dangers, and not yield to the perils and tempta-
tions of ch‘nnges he is not prepared to meet-~that
the employed may become the employer, the
shop-man the master, without degenerating into
the tyrant or degrading himself by vulgaity of
manners or ignorance of mind in the scenes in
which his wealth or business may admit Lim;
the importance of this will readily be acknow-
ledged—the ignorant servant is most likely to
become the desxpoiic master, we might indeed
expect that the recollections of his own strug-
gles would produce eome sympathy with the
struggles of others, but experience shews the
reverse of this to be the fact, that if not well dis-
ciplined there is a tendency to revenge on others
the real or suppored injuries we ourselves endur-
ed, and if not +0, there is the inflated vanity, that
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