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He that believeth and h ,aptized shmall be Xavel.
Mark xvi. 10.

Continned fromn Deceniber CiuitiSTIAs.

Am I answered: We mean by " salvation"
everlastiug happincss in heaven, and by " ess-n-
tial tosalvation " we inean necessar'y for all who
hear the gospel preached, understand wlat
baptimni is, and that it is enjoined upon them i
and have the opportunity of' subnitting to it.

Before I answer again 1 will givo you the
answer of an aged minister of the gospel, to
whom I was introduced at Mentor, on the
Western Reserve, in Ohio, when on a visit
there in the suuimer of 1830. Previous te my
introduction te hini I was informed that lie had
been a Methodist preacher for about torty years,
that he had ever had the reputation of being a
good man, but a few months previously lie bad
been imunersed. I was introdnced te him and
ho said, " Yes, I have been immersed, and I
feel satisfied that I bave done my duty. I have
thought," he continued, "had thA Lord seen fit
to take me away before I understood the import
of baptism that lie would bave pardoned my
ignorance and misapprehensions on this as on
other subjects, for 1 minint te obey hitm in all
things. But after I was further enlightened
and became convinced that nothing but im-
mersion was baptiim, and consequently that I
was unbaptized, had I refused to obey and died in
that state, I think, said he, that the Lord would
bave cast me off."

Who thinks otherwise? We will sav, Who
dares to say that this man, or any other person
thus enlightened, could disobey the Lord Jeans
Christ in refusing te submit to him by baptism|
and yet be everlastingly saved by him i Not 1,
my friands, no. To concltide otherwise-to
preach otherwise-would be joining the ranks
of the adversary. As weil .aight we say that
faith, that repentance, or anything else which
the Lord bas comnanded is not essential. As
well miglit we say that we may disbelieve the
record whicb God bas given of his Son, that we
may ive and die impenitent sinners and be
saved as to say that any person knowing what
baptism is, and that it is enjoined for their
observance by the Lord Jesus Christ, they re-
fuse to aubmit te it, call it a non-essential, and
treat it with neglect, they cannot be saved, or
we see not anywhere in the book of God the
leat ground to hope for them. Are -.'ere any
such persons present? I would warn them, as
I would warn the infidel and the impeLitent
sinner, to fiee from the wrath to come, for I
could not, I cannot, recognize any sucb as
Christians, saints, or as the servants of God,
No, such they cannot be, for John the Apostle
bas said, " And hereby we do know that we do
know him if we keep bis comnandments. He
that saith he knoweth him and keepeth net bis
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him. But whoso keepeth bis word in him,
verily is the love of God perfected. Hereby
know we that we are in him."

No, no, my dear friends and brethren, that
is a dead faith and good for nothing, and that
repentance, too, is of no account which do not
move the subject of them right forward in the
patb of obedience. And the more genuine be
ur faith and repentace, and the more deep

ougt le the ork of grace in our hearts, the
ess will we feel inlchned to alter or in tty
espot to modity tha divine will as expressed l
n tie oracles of inspiration. 1

When I .ar a young convert or an old con-
vert, it masters not whlich, ber.gm te enîquire if s
nything that the Lord has enioyed be essenitial c
c salvation and at the samto timio mlai:fest a1 t

isposition not to obey. or' disposod to do mome- i
[hing else as a substiimtu for what the Lird las t
oniaîded, I at once stand in doulbt of that t

onvert. I fear, ny friends, your hearts are
not riglit in the sight of God. I cannot now
preach baptism to you. No, but repentance.
"Repent and pray God if perhaps the thotught a
of your heart miîay be forgiven you." Except e
'ou repent you mutist perisi. Not all the waters
of the ocean could regenorato yot or wash away
your sins, eýxceIt you repent.

Buît wu have yot another view te take of
salvation. If the querist atuans by it in the
nterrogation what our Lord neant by saved in
his commission to the apostles, what Peter
meant by "the remission of sin' ani bv "saved"
i the passage wC have given fron one of his
epistles, where he says " that baptisn saves us, i
which is equivalent to " putting on Christ,"-
forming a union with the church or body of
Cirist-I answer YEs, emphatically YEs, for
nowhere in the New Testament do we read of
ainy unbaptized Christians. The chapter and
verse cannot be shown Us in the book where it
is affirmed of any as disciples of Christ, having
put on Christ, Ibeing in Christ, and being recog-
nized by other Christians, and in the Church of
Christ, till lie bas submitted to baptism. There-
fore, we 5ay, baptism is essential te salvation in
this sense, and thiis isthe sens" in which we
understand the term saved toe ho used by our
Lord in bis commission te bis apostles and by
Peter. We understand our Lord, too, in his
conversation with Nicodemus. as recorded in the
third chapter of John, when he says, " except a
man be orn of water and of the Spirit ho can
net enter into the Kingdom of God," te mean
the kingdom or Church of Christ on earth.
And se I believe bave the Baptista generally
understood it. Hence their restricted commu-
nion te baptize believeis in Christ for whicb
they have been and now are se much reprobated
by those who practise sprinkling and pouring,
asd hold te infant membership in the churches.
We pass to some improvement-

And I remark First, Th.t this subject address-
es itseli te every minister Of the gospel for bis
most careful, prayerful ad scrutinizing consid-
eration. As under the law the priests lips
were to keep knowledge, and the people were
to learn the law of their mouth, so under the
law ef the gospel, they who speak in public for
Jeans Christ are of ail men the nuost responsi-
ble. " If any man speak, let him speak accor-
ding to the oracles of God." And "If ho
speak net according to these oracles there is no
light in him."

Our business is to hold up and cal! attention
to the word-to the inspired word and to the
teachings of the Holy Spirit contained in this
word. We bave to do and only to do when
standing before the public in the character and
professedly discharging the duties of Christ's
ministers with the inspired sense of the revela-
tions of the Spirit of God. " He that bath a
dream let him tell a dream (saith the Lord by
the mouth of his old prophets) bu- he that bath
my word let him apeal my word faithîfully."

I remark Secndly, This subject addresses
itself to ail the professed disciples of Jesos
Christ. Our text and context, and the passages
of Scripture wbich stand related to the text,
and ¶'hicb beimg contemplated together tend to
illustrate and explain it, are a mirror into
which al such may look witb profit. By this
means may we examine ourselves and ascertain
our true character.

I OC~

T H R CHRJTS T I AN.

What kind Of disciples are 'Vel low wore
ve niade? What lav'e we experienCc<e? What
% Out' constant exWheictiCl Iiiat are our

ipsl and wstt e lo eison of our hopos?
t'o wo Christians i n deed, and were we0 ntde
uell Iv a rational conviction and a cordial re-

eution of the gospel of Christ, and by obedience
e it accoilig to the COmlissiol? Is our fah

o Cimat like that of the primitive disciples,
lie gitt ot God being pr'oduced in ns hy the

cstinefy ot' God, sealed and contirmed by th
Spiit of God, and so a divine faithp Or is it

n undefinable somîething of which we bave no

istinct idea of, which we ea t give no accourtn
as to its nature or its o'igin. Have we repent-
ed, truly repented of our sins, having turned to

God with our whole hearts? la God indeed
enthroned in our affections so that His wili and

not self-gratification is the governmig law o al!
our conduct? Have W sei t e odious nature

of sin, sûd hat d it and hated oureotvea on ac-
count of it, bocause it is against God, against

his holy law, and against the interest and Iap-
piness of his moral iuniverse? Dues our experi-
ence inake us more and more dissatisfied with

outselves on account of onr want of conformity
to God, anld so stimniaîte us to renewed effiorts

to crucify the old mani with bis affections and
lusts, sud to bring under our body and keep it
in subjection? Have we put on Christ by
beinig baptized into him? "I For ye are ai the
childr-en of God," said Patl te the Galatian
Christians, " by faith in Christ Jes." How
so. ' For," lie adds, "as many of you as have
been baptized into Jeans Christ, have put on
Christ; there is neither Jew nor Greek, there ie
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female, for ye are ail one in Christ Jesus."
What more? And if ye be Christ's then are ye
Abraban's seed and beirs according to the
promise."

Can yon, my bretiren, answer ail tbese ques-
tions in the affirmative sugygested by the applica-
tion of this subject to you?

If we be indeed the disciples of Jesus Christ,
we are Christians and the children of God--
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, we
are constituted such by faitb, but not faith
alone. To them who received the incarnate
Word in the primitive age of the Christian
church, were given the power or privilege to
become the sons of God a even te sucb," says
John, " who believe on His name." But we
ave not sons yet. How then do we become
son? By being born again-." Which were
burn net of bloud, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.

We remark Thirdly, and lastly, That the
suibjtect addresses itself to ail here present, and
everywhere wherever the New Testament is
circulated, and the gospel of the love of God is
preached, who are out of Christ.

Ail unbaptized persons are ont of Christ, ac-
cording te the teachings et Christ and his A pos.
ties by the dictation of the Spirit of God. How
far my friends are you out of Hiit Are you
at the farthest remove in the ranks et the infi-
del sceoffeil Stop, oh stop, in your mad career
to eternal death. The testimony of God is
offered tu you, confirmed by the demonstrations
of the Holy Spirit te produce faith in you. Yeu
helieve man, the testinony of God is greater.
That God so loved the world as to give His
o)nly begotten Son; that Jes is the Christ the
Son Of the living God. God has given you the
ability te believe by the nature and amount of
the divine testimony embodied in the sacred
Scriptures. And the Holy Spirit is cole, eud
He is now in the Church, , reproving the worbi
Of sin, and Of righteeusness, and of juîdgment."
Have you not felt reproved by His sacred influ-
ences? O, resist not the Spirit by turning a
deaf ear to the divine testimony.

Are you inmpenitentl le your heart hard
De yeu feel no compunctions for ai We


