J MONUUENTAL NHUNBUG.

The Fur I'rade Review. ot New
York, commenting on the fact of
the United States Govermmen not
appearing to be in a hurry to pay
the award agreed upon for com-
pensation to the Canadian sealers,
sayg: “Some of our politicians
are manifestly not aware of the
fact that they are very childlike
and bland, to the reproach of this
conntry.”  “To the reproach of
the country” is reechoed from
Port lowasend, where that emi-
nent authority Judge James G.
Swan, a representative  of the
Smithsonian  Institution, says:
I cousider our laws regarding
fur seals asa menumental humbog
system, inaugurated solely for the
benefit of the Alaska Commereial
Company, and their successors,
the present lessees oi'the Pribyloft
islands and not for the public good.
The seals will not be extinguished,
notwithstanding the howls of the
fur dealers of Sun Francisco, but
they will surely be driven irom
the Pribyloft’ islands. ‘The laws
should be altered or amended so
that the public, and not a powerful
monopoly, will be benefitted.”
Lhe Fur Trade Review: scvercly
reproaches the United States
for lack of good faith, while
Judge Swan directly charges
them with fraud and misrepre
sentation.

MARITIME LAWS.

A. Furuseth, president of the
Seamen’s Union, of the Pacific
coust, has recently visited Wash-
ington in connection with certain
legislation before Congress. Ie
significantly remarks that the
proportion of Americans sailing
on American vessels is less than
ten per cent., fifty per cent. of
them being Scandinavians, while
the number of American seamen
ou English vessels sailing out of
Londun and  Liverpool is five
times us large as the number of
Amecricans who ure sailing from
all the ports in the Cuited States.
It is claimed by Mr. Iuruseth

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

that the condition of the Ameri-
cnn sailor afloat and the protec-
tion afiorded him by law are
a disgrace to uany nation. One
subject to which specisl attention
is directed i3 the ease with which
old and leaky coflin ships are
allowed to be sent to sea, fre-
quently carrying heavy amounts
of insurance, instancing the case
of the American bark Detroit,
with whose cxperiences at Na.

naimo, Esquimalt, and at sea,
most of our readers arve familiar.

There certuinly wants some legis-
lation to permit scamen leaving
a vessel which is so notoriously
unseaworthy without runmiug the
risk of imprisonment and the
forfeiture of all their wages,
There are other matters of great
interest to shipping men which
Mr. Furuseth and those who are
cooperating with him are en-
deavoring to promote, and in
which the people of this Province
are more or less directly inter-
ested.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

The United States have 179,672
miles ot completed ruilway, of
which 54,300 have been added
in the last ten ycars. Illinois,
Penasylvania, Xansas, Texas,
Ohio, Towa and New York,
among them possess 63,058 miles,
Illinois having no less thau 10,576
miles

AccoRDING to J. B. Snowall’s
Miramichi Wood Trade circular
for 1594, the Province ot New
Branswick shipped about 326 mil-
lion feet, nearly fourtcen mil-
lions more than Jast year,
while Nova Scotix’s export 106}
millions, shows a decrease ot three
million superficial feet.

Tae other evening the Hon. the
Fivauce Minister, in moving the
second reading ot the Bill to pro-
vide £420,000 for the public pur-
por=s of the Province expliined
that the object was to pay off the
existing oveidraft, the .greater

pottion of the amount however

9

being for expenditure on further
public works. He intimated that
despite the small temporary fall-
ing oft in revenue during the year,
there were cevidences of steady ad-
vancement, adding that he felt
confident in predicting an early
increase inrevenue of from 50 to
75 per cent.

Tuk Cenadiaen Grocer, after re-
viewirg the business of 1894,
which it shows as not having been
altogether  satisfactory, adds:
“There is one thing, however,
that is better than it was a year
ago : The prospeets are better,
A year ago the pall of depression
was gathering in consequence of
the commercial crisis the world
over, and in the TUnited
States,  particularly, unaturally
weakening confidence among the
people of this country, in spite of
the fact that the Dominion had
no crisis to contend with. Now
the depression is lifting the world
over, while in our Dominion the
signs of returning commercial ac-
tivity are met with onevery hand.”

Ix their monthly freight and
shipping report referring to the
year just closed Messrs. R. P,
Rithet & Co., say that few people
are sorry to see the close of 1894,
during which business gencrally
has been dull and somewhat
limited in extent; while the
launching of new enterprises and
the extension of those already in
existence have been retarded by
the depression  which this Prov-
ince has shared in common with
the rest of the worla.  Still there
is a distinct recling that the worst
is past, and this, with much quiet
confidence in the future expressed
in many diverse quarters, would
seem to give good cause for a
belief that better times arc in
store. It ouly remains to note, as

of general interest, the steady
extension of the fisheries of the
Province ; and the vigorous open-
ing up of our houndless resources
in minerals—the precious metals
and others—which has gone on
in the Kootenay, Cariboo and
gimilur districts during the year..”



