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THE S8ENATE AB A DIVOROB O0URT.

Now Inorder that wo may not be mistak-
ea upon tho subject which we have choasn
for brlef disoasion wemay set out by chron.
1oling that abhorrence whioh overy ous who
respoots the social propristies must feel, of
the frequancy of divoroce in theso communl-
ties where divoree, as to cause for aoctlon,
and to mothode, Is made easy, To under-
mine the fonndationsof tho marriage tis by
making divoros easy, and therefore froquent
would be to throw aoclety back again into
1tz orlginal and barbaric beglaniege, But
the gusation whioh wo shall endeavor to dis-
onss now, maloly, s, Doea the refusal of the
Parliament of Canada to givo Divoroo Ceurts
2o oozfiin provincos under the Confeders-
tlon, lesscn the number of applications for
the dissolation of the marriage tle?

We may bo pormitted to stats somo of
the history in connection with the qusation,
On the 203 of Maav, 1879, Mr, Huopsr, of
Loanoxvllle, gave notics cfa bill to anable
the Coort of Chancery ot Ontarlo todissolve
tho marriage contractin cortaln cases, v,
Anglln, alming $o bs more orthodox
than the Popo—who has on spscial oo-
ossfons granted divorce, and alss does
not hesitate to authorize  separation
monsa et thoro—oppesed the measure In
its first ztage, Leavo to Introduse the bili
accordingly was refused on dividon. In
Ontario no divoroa court exiated before Con-
federation, so th at a husband or wife seek
ing dissolotion of the marriags tie for
whatover oanxs was first obligod to pre-
seat a potitlon $o the Scnate; when, U the
1atter body was mtisfied that justifiable
grounds oxitted for the request, an act of
Parlisment snthorizlng the divorcs was
posed through both branches of tke
legialature.

Thia condision of things, a3 we have sald,

bad been felt to be intoloradle, and it was
resolvod by cartain psraons to make =
strong exertion to remody suoh a atato of
affalre, Bub very fow scarcely bad, or
havs now, the moral ceurags to advoontes for
the Provinos of Ontarlo w prowely con-
stituted, a diguified avd efficlent court of
dlveros ; beoanss aa 2001 a8 AnY man ralses
his voico to advooate the samo, zeme hyper-
moral individual will aay, ¢ O, he wants
to mako aeparation between man and wife
eary; ho would tndermino and overturn
noolety by tho disorganiestion of fami-
Zies ;—los us oppoze him and make relief
In such cases av diffiwult as posaidble.”
The reenltis that tho agitator gots fright.
onsd, the matter drops, and tho Senate goes
on dabbling with senlls gusto, and withous
judiclal demoancr, in the tub where hus-
bands and wivescome to wash thelr solled
lnza,

Bat a headstrong person at our elbow
says, You may shuse the Sanate in all sorts
of opigrammatis etylo; you may prove te
us, and oonvlaoe us, too, that thelr cocopa-
tlon is unsavoury, yob the Iact remalns that
the oxistonos of the Sanate as a foram of
first appsa], Inscad of a ready, exocutive
DoartImporo a groat check open divorcs,

Now thls is exactly what wo deay, New

Branswick Bas & Divorcs Qourt; if we are
not mistaken Nova Sootla and Prince Ed-
ward Island have siso cnoeach, Butitisa
mattor of statistics that the nambar ofdl-
voross In the Province of Now Brunswick
has not boen greater, has not been g0 great,
in proportion to population as the number in
Ontarlo with its lack of propsr divorcing
machinery, Xt isthe custom with parsons
In Ontarlo who cealro a disaolution of
the marriage tle, to oress the lne aud
find relief,~a reliet which Iy almost Im-
modiate In near courts In republican terrd-
Sory, shonld {hey find it {noonvenient to re-
raain i1l tho wheels of the Senate make
thelr slow rovolutions

Bat we know of no case where the Senate
hag rafnsed $o Introduos s biil anthorizlng
ssparation when there.-was belors it evl.
denco acosptable to & properly oconstituted
divoros court ; and 1f {t wishes to avold
the chargs of having added to its other
qualifications that of being a sample-houe
of obazocnity, it will atk Govornment to
take the ansavoury jarisdistlon out of ifs
honds, and oonfer{t upon a proparly oon.
stituted a dignified aad effislent ooart
of justice,

We repeat, that it those proviccss not
sflested by tho theologloal sentiment of
Quobes have proper oourts to deal with
the question of the marriage tie, and eince
the existence of suchk courts do not lead
to tho frequoncy of oconjugal ssparation,
thet the same funotioan ahoanld bo given
to the jodiolary of Oatarlo, To turn the
Senate Into & Dlvoros court is to give now
and nonataral fanotions to the legislature,
and to usurp those ofthe proper courls of
justioe,

Pinanoial affalrs at Ottawa are notlook-
ingso prosperous ss they had been during
the first yeara of tho regime of tho National
Policy, The following is n statement of
Dominton revenne and expenditure for tho
month of hiarch and tho peat nizo months
compared with the returns for the aamo
period of 1384 and 1885 :—

Mar, 1686, Mar, 1835,
OUssOmIesecercssracansescees $L,603 001 "$1.533 800

Rxcise e 1017,359 402 405

P ia, Kallwaye, ot 231380 18098
" (21 WAYS, 3

h,......_.y. ...... 391,31 W34

Totl 07 MaTee vemoeer 8,557,081 § 2,350,885
Booelphe 0 25th ¥eb oo 19,623,220, 20,503,348

Total {01 nine months.,ee... $25,165252 §I3 249,070

B e oA Fobs o 200 TLE70,100
TOMee cvestrsaaresnses 820,202,008 §22,125,0¢3
Although Mr, AMoLelan xcocived abeut
three million dollars of extra roveaue dur-
ing March, yet hois laft witha dofloit of
$1,037,354 at tho cod of that month, The
Oppoaition newspapors ars dolighted that
Canada Is falling in debt, not indesd that it
ploases them to soe our financlal embarrass-
men$ Increase ; bt thoy gather from the
fact that the policy origloated by Sir
imonsrd Tillsy war wrong, and that the

dootcluo of direct taxation suggested by
Sir Richard Cartwright was most dosirable,

They sosm to fnd In-the falllog off in dutles

upon Imporis & proof that the country Ia
golng to the doge. During tho first year of

.the National Pollcy we had » aurplus of rev-

enuo above expenditure ; and now the defl.
oit {s taken as proo! of & retrogremlon, A
hackneyed queation Uke “Proteotion w,
Freo Trado” Is not an inviting one for dh.
oussion, and we writo about it at all only
aftor offering an apology, Bat we take it
that this falling off In rovenue under these
later N, P, yeara isa proof, and & rather
strong ome, of tho anocess of that polloy.
For the very saisow d'cire of National Pol.
oy was (o prevent smpoids ; to put tho coun-
try In a position to do its own manufastur-
ing, Of courss thero are oertain products
of tho s0il, and divers artioles of oommeroe,
not indigenous to this couutry which must
be Imported, Thesseveryone has admitted
shomld bo permitted entry with as little
hamporing as poesible; but, 1f, Instead of
paylog four millions in the year to New
England sugar refiners, and double that
amoant to the weavers of cotton in Massa-
chusetts, wo give it to our own working
people, we have renson to rejolco ; and it is
not a causs for sorrowing that weare unable
to show revenue npon artiolss which we do
not import, for the aimple rexson that wo
have taken to making them ourselves, There-
foro it is that we are anablo to ugres with
the opponents of Govornment in theh critl-
clsmu respeoting tho deficlt,

Profozsor Haxley, who is a botter anthor-
ity upon {oesils than upon onlightened pub-
o polloy, writing of the propezed Hone
Rule fheme, says ;. * £ am as mach oppos-
ed to the Home Ruls schomo as anyons
posslbly can be, and if I were a politioal
man I wonld fight againstitaslong as X had
breathin me, Nothing but some sharp and
swesping mfafortuns will convinoo the ma.
jorlty of our countrymen that the govern
ment’s ¢ averago opinion” Is merely a cir-
onitonr modo of golng to the ¢ Qevil” and
that thosa who profess £o lead, but in tact
slavizhly follow tho avorage opinlon, ars
almply the fastest ranuars and tho loudest
squcakers of tho bord which is roshing

-blindly down to its destrnotion, ¢ Have
wo one real statesman?” hoasks, ¢t Isthors
o man amongst us of tho calibre of Pits or
Burke, to say nothing of Strafford or Pym,
who will atand upand tell his countrymen
that this propozed disruption of tho unlon ia
nothing but cowardly wickodnots, an sot
base In itself and franght with immeasurable
evll, espoclally to the peoplo of Ircland, and
that if it oost his politioal exlstence or hls
head he is propared to take any and every
means to provent mischlef?” A man who
bas lived g0 much of his Lifs among the
rellcs of antodiluviana and ancisat romains,
must patarally be expected to bring his
preforenoes for tho antigue Into any field
whereln be may chooss to entor for discus.
slon, It only reraalns now %o get Mr,
William Morris and Oscar Wilde Into the
fisld, to give soms farther snlightenment to
Mr, Gladatono, We have had Dr, Wild,
Goldwin Smhb, snd Mr, Fanston on thla
aido of the watar * Instructing” the ¢ hears
of tho emplro”—why shonld nos the pre.

aocdent g0 set be followed in England ¢ The
weather prophets have llkevriso to be hoard
from,

A sooond article on *¢ The Rights of La-
bor,"” by Rev, E. A, Stafford, A .B,, appears
among our oontributors this weck, Mr,
Stafford treats the queation comprehansive.
1y, falrly and logically, He suggests means
by which tho present diffioultles batweon
czpital and Iabor may bo overooms, and
polnts out tho duty of politiclany and publio
teachers In the promises, Another charao.
terlstlo artiole by Mr, John Frasar will he
read with great Intorast by old and young,
Following up the statistical treatment of
the liquor traffio in this country, Mr, T. W,
Chasoy supplies a sscond contributlon upon
this important subject. The figures which
ha glves are auggestive and shonld owu.d
the public tu stop and refisot, ¢ Flowora
that Bloom,” by Mrs, Jack, Is fall of valu-
able eoggeetions for lovers of garden and
house plants,

Soms persony in England ssem to beof
the opinion now that Ar., Gladatons is
coutting defeat on tho Irlsh Home Rule
queaticn. For ourselves we aro unableto
bolisve that o statesman of such a atainless
character could stoop to & resort so dishon.
orable,

Our nelghbour tho Mail has bsen unfortua-
ato duzring tha past year ortwo In the matter
of fires, the upper portlon of the bailding
baving bsen again conzumed. The destruo-
tlon of the Contral Telophone offices, which
werelosated Inthe boilding, has bsen asource
of much inconveniencoln tho olty and thisfact
emphasises the insdvisabllity of putting any
syatem of publio convenlence at tho mercy
of casoalty, Twioe now since thoeatablish.
mont of tho telephone systom the offices
have been burnt, and the ccmmunity de.
prived of ita convenituov, “Wo suppoec thag
{t woul” be impossiblctu catablith a rival
systam; but tha greats. pe siblo guarantoea
againgt fire shonld be prucided, The baild.
fogought to be fire progf; and tho offices
qught to be perfeotly lmporvious to fame.
It 1s, wo think, the daty of the company to
attond tothis matter and protest tho com,
munity agalnat the lnconvenienco and oon-
foslon axlsing from such accidents, We
have como now to rely upon the telephone
as a medinm of local communication, and
have dono awsy with tho mothods through
which wo had formerly boen acoomodated 3
it {a thorofore the duty of tho company to
givo D3 guarantoos sgalnst tho recarronce of
preventabloaccldents,

Prof. Huxley socms %4 deay to Ar, Glad.
stone thoright of ontering the field of aclen:
tifis dizcusalon, At any rate upon that
field the professcr completely pulvorizes tho
statoamen, Wo notice with somo littls ax-
torlshmont that professor Haxloy has just
entered upon Mr, Gladstono’s *f peculiar
fields;"—for ho appoars with a psper on

Homo Ralo for Ireland, Now it ahall really
surpriso us if Mr, Gladstono doea not inflicy
upon tho mighty ovelutionlst a punlhmant

to that which he himselt the othar
day zeoelved at the hands of Darwin’s tllns.
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