
THE IPORTFOLIO.

fî'on pure motives it tends gî'eatly to
promnote thielappiness of inanIlkind. It
is mlani's nature to prefei' happinless to
misery, joy to sorrow, thereforo the
cultivation of îaniy spirit tcnding to better
the condition of a naition as. a %vhole, is a
source of universal good to the individ-
uials !oinlposinlg that nation.

Fromi the View of' the grenieral benefits
thus seeuired to the humlan fiamilv it is
our' duty to entourage feelings of patî'iot-
isiin. As a nieans to this end it is iiccess-
ary to cultivate a talste for' histoî'ical
and geographiual reading. By contî'ast-
ingZ aui laws, iiantineî's, and custoins w'ith
those of other cotintî'ies we ar'e led to a
More thorougli appi'eciation of our ownl
national aidvantages. As it is when
absent fi'om home that we tî'ulv value
the comnfoi'ts and pleasui'es of hýome, so
w'hen away on a mnentai jouî'ney wxe dis-
cern more elearly oui' exact position as
comipai'ed w'ith otheî' lands. Not only
are w-e, enabled by this class of study to
sec wlieî'eiîî we ar'e greateci' tlian oui'
neiffhboî's, but also whierein wve must
imiitate themi if we wvishi to add to oui'
national gloî'y. "Rome -a-s not huit
in a«i dlay'" is a maxiii x'ery aipplicable to
the attainnment of national greatness, for
it is bv means of experinent, pei'sevei'-
anite anid persistent effort that national
difficulties are suî'mounited and national
hciglîts attainied:

By fanniing the flame of patriotisni s0
that it may bum'n bi-ighltly in the bî'easts
of our countrymien, we ai'e the better' en-
abled to repel invading hosts: for then at
the sound nf the battie cx'y oui' fellow-
citizens will risec as one man to obey
the ur'gent summinons. Martil music is
a gî'eat incentive to «action in the timie of
waî'. Jt arouses our inhlerent patriotit,
feelings and makes us long to do battie
foi' oui' eounti'y in oî'deî' to defend liei'
righits and libeî'ties. An example of the
power of musie. is noticed in the wonder-
ful effeet pî'oduced by the Il"Marseillaise"
in France. Ini fact duringr timies of civil
strife, it i'aised the feelings cf the people
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to so higli a pitech that the siniginig of if
hiad to be pî'olibited. Btît in the ine-
teenth century, it is not so mueli fri'on
the standl)oint ot iinpending waî's thiat
a love of countryv should be engendei'ed
in the heaats of oui' people ; foi' as civil-
ization iicî'eaises, w-ai' and blood shed, the
sigus of )aî'baî'ous ages, decî'easeý; d
national difficulties and différ'ences are
now settled by aî'bitiation, throughi the
inst'uînentality of the patri 'otie spirits of'
oui' countr'y. In the tî'oublesomne tiies
of past centuries, howeveî', w'hen. the féai'
of dangers 0f this description caused oui'
ancestors to ho of one mmiid and heai't in
mnattei's 'egaci'ding the state, a stî'ong love
of country wvas then a g-cat inicentive to
decisivc action.

Ini ordeî' to rouse the national feelings
Iying apparently dor'mant in the brealsts
0f oui' counltri-en,? the diffusiion of litcr-
atuî'e haNving as its theie patriotism, is
a powei'ful agent in the accoînplishiment
of our purpose. The daily pr'ess contain-
ing as it does, a'tic'lcs î'elating- to the
affaii's of the state, by continually pî'esent-
ingr these mattei's before the eyes of tlie
public, croates and siist.ains in the rninds
of its readers, an inteî'esf in the welfai'e
of the nation. But tlc xuie reading
of' papeî's pî'esenting alwaystesm
views megardinig the mnovenients of the
ship of state, and aclvocating alwvays the
saine meisui'es foi' the fui'therance of'
national prosperity, is ha-,rmniful in the ex-
treille. For by this course of reading we
aire apt to become narrow and bigoted in
oui' opinions, and a pitrty, rathei' than a
truly l)atriotiu spir'it is thus engendered
in oi' breaists.

Patî'iotism should not be tonfounded
with national pai'tiality and pre 'judice.
These leýad the people of eachi country
to prefer themiselves, theii' customs, mian-
ne's and opinions to those of every othex'
land. This should not be, for these are
not true patriotic feelings, but a species
of follyand vanity. True patriotism evokes
in the bi'east of the patriot a sense of pleas-
ure and joy. When a man bends alt the
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