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O F late years, Life Insurance lias assumed vast proportions. Duringf
the last century it rose £rom a mere ganihie in humnan live4 to a

science, w'hich is clairning the talent and attention of some of our very
brigb itest intellects.

Ail sour.d, progressive companius nowsiel oct the lives ofierud t.hem.
This wvas not always so - and Uie great responsibility of this .,electiiiî
rests with the imedical proression.

AU Life Insurance calculations are based on the expectation of
Life, that is the average if ter- lifetirne o£ ail persons at thiat age.

The laws of mortality are as fixed as the laws of gravitation.
Babbagre s&ý s, «INothing is mnore uncertain, than the diîration of li l',
whien the iaxim is appiled to the indlividual, but there are few thiiîîýs
less suýjec(; to fluctuation than the duration of humian life in a multitude
of indliviuluals." \Ve cannot tell how long any gçiven person shall live-
whiethcr a fewv days or many years. 'Cixpectati'rn lias no signiticance as

to the individual life, but only to the lives3 in the aggregaite. 1{owe\ ci',

if we take one thousand, or better stili, ten thousand persons of the saine
age, we can predict with alinost matheinaticil precision the number %viio
will die within a given period. This is the principle of anniuit'l s,

cndownients, liniited paynîents, etc., in insurance.
iNearly ahi application forrns now have an expectation table print d

ou1 themn; but, if they hiave not, you can easily find the expectaition of
an applicaut by deducting his age frorn eighity and takirig two-thiirdý <of

the rernainder. This will be approximately correct. Itt will be mnac-
citrate whien applied to v'ery young. or very old hives. Between 25 and
7.5 it is fairly correct.

Now,1 if you remeinber that hiealthy men seek insurance withi con-
siderable deliberation, and that unhealthy ones rush after it whe.n they
think they have a chance of pa.ssing the exaniination, you can plainly
.s<.e what a great responsibility rests withi the local examiner. There
should always be Mie closcst hiarrnony, and strictest confidence> between
the local examiner and the referee of the company. An entire medical
department, thus working harrnoniously, ever on the aleit to prevent
bad lives creeping in, constitutes the greatest safety-valve -he Company
can possibly have. I amn glad to belong to a pro1 ýssion of which a large
majority are highl3 honorable men, and who eould not, be induced to
betray a trust. Experienc compels me to say, hoA ever, that some, local

* Read at Toronto Medical Society, _May 15.
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