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%Vhich you have placed me that gives to mny thouglits to-day a
soinewhat serlous turil.

1 look utpon this great assembly, I think of the years of study,
the expensive education, the physical and intellectual, toil, the
laborjous days and anxious niglits, and when I consider the re,-
suits 1 arn texnpted to, ak--%vhat is the good of it al? We toil
to sS, and how often it is that the valuable lives, the bread-
winnÔIrs, the wise, the etrong, the true, nre takzen, and we succeed
in saving the ile, the dissolute' fle degenerate. There is only
a sense of futility, there is horror iii the thouglit that our ait may
iu unw'orthy hands be degraded to be a servant of evil passions.

And have ail these then-our brotiiers and our forebears-
died in vain? Hlave their lives been w\asted, a.nd would, it have
been botter hiad they liad no part in auglit that's done beneath
the circuit of the Sun?

Perish sueli thoiight 1 These d ark hnaginings are naothing but
i-ank pessimismn, and pessirnism is fatal to 11s of ail men. 0f al
mnen the medicai man must be an orfiiit. Tf oui work is toý
savc and prolong hf£e, we must believe that lite is ýomethingo wvorth
having and worth. keeping, or %ve are not truc tc, ourselves, and
aie false to. other men.

Nrow, what is the value of life? Character. And -%vat makes
life wortli having and worth. kecping?

The M~ore we reflect upon huinan life in ail its manifesta-
tions, tHe more -%e do become con-4need that its truc criterion
is character. To the unthinking _î. may seein. that this subjeet
ib outside, our province, and that liealth and character are in
dlifferent categories. But we cannot -dissociate, the physical from.
the inteflectual, and moral elements of oui nature. As anatomnists
w'e miay study the physical framework, of man, but as practitioneÈs.
t-,£ medicine we must consider the living mîan as a body, soul and
spirit.

Our nature is threefold, and healtli and character pertain to(
(ach. coxnponent, the Physical, the Intellctual and the Moral.
We may -admit that so f ai as we can sec, perfect physical health
uiay exist witi :feeble. intelligence and degenerate morals, but
the ideal condition for which we shonld airu. is the balanced blond
and perfect equilibriuan of ail these elements. .And even thougli

tflrst glance it inay seem that one component nîay attain per-
fection, while the others are defeetive, a close observation con-
vinces us that it is not so. The brilliant intellect is hampereci
in its ivoiking by the diseased, bodly which forms its transient
tc-4beïnacle; the -"oye sublime," subdued to that it works in by a
'vile spirit-~ loses 'Its brightness, ancl

"Faults in the life breed orrors in the brain,
And these reciprocally those again."


