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THE CANADA MEDICAL RECORD 1MIary Magdalenes in all times ? and of which there
os no proof that all such have been driven to a life of

RfloutMdg3 g rnl cf lediCe ad u . degredation by stern necessity ? We do not think
MIDIWO: that Potiphars wife was .or is a solitary exception,

FRANCIS W. CAMPBELL, M.A. M.D. L.R.C.P. LOND' daily events disprove any such conclusion so that we
SUBsCRIPTION TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM. do not indulge in any UtopianL views contrary to well

All communications and Exchanges must bc addressed Io known and established facts. At the sane time we

,tle Editor, Drawer 56, Post ofice, .llontrcal. do not for a moment mnean to insinuate that al!
womei would bc bad if placed under certain circum-

MONTREAL, MARCH, 1874. stances; but thinik that there arc both mcn and
womein prone ta cvii, as there are to the contrary.

THE SOCIAL EVIL. A ciass of professional prestitutes is te igreat estent

The Sanitary Association of Montreal, at one of onc of the safeguards cf socicty, as at present con-
its late meetings, appointed a committee to enquire stituted, bnt that class fron the nature of their
into the best modes of dealing with the social evil as
it exists among us; especially in so far as it afects
the health of the community from diseases arising predisposing causes which spread widecast certain
out of it. The report of that committec is before a y
us, and we believe that the conclusions arrived at,
namely, that registration of prostitution is the best

''mde f dalig wth heunater ~v11 eceve hedoubt tbat, if sucu a systern was univcrsally carriedmode of dealing with the matter, will receive the

.support of the medical profession at large. , yptilis might bentirely eradicated froni env
The uesionbasbee vîeed rcm se anymidst. Tliat amelioration lias followed thie adoptionThe question hias been viewed fromn so many

standpoints, that it becomes almost impossible to cf registratien and inspection there can be ne doubt.
follow the arguments which have been adduced about It bas been provec frein statisties cempiled in
it. Ir the subject merely concerned individuals Great Britain, that wherevcr tbe catagious diseases
following a life of prostitution, as well as those who net bas been cnferccd ibis disease bas beengreatly
are its cèustOm1ers, chn uthrmgtb sac c d. From the aruîy returns it bas been shown

ar is utoernothing further mighit be saidchk

about the cvil; and we might allow it to continue that there is a marked decline in the admission cf
unrecognised. Unfortunately, however, there are prrmary scies wberever the aet us un operatica. If
diseases which arise out of prostitution and whiich we compare the proportion cf admissions in stations
are the sequences of debauchery and these from the at wbich the net is in ferce, with those where it is
exercise of promiscuous intercourse, are spread fir net, we find the admissions per 1000 for prinary
Ünd wide.. The medical profession of to day do not venercai scies te be 54 at the fermer and 113 at tle
,require to be told of the effects of the chief of these latter. Th2re is however, ne use in dcaling witl the
diseases, the mnerest tiro of our profession is fully matter by Ieicemeai ; any aet fornuud fer the control
conversant with its bainful powers, and not only the cf prostitution, must iuclude tbe whole Dominion se
latter for. a large proportion of the influential mcn cf that the of-introduction cf disease frein distant parts
our conimunity understand the subject to some will bc preventcd. Stringent iaws sheuid be enactcd

xtent. It is therefore iarvellous that menasures and enferced net caly te prevent its spread but aise
have not long before this been adopted to protect fle its reintroduction heether by maie or fenale. WVe
community from a disease whici is more dangerous have net come te tis conclusion witheut due dcli-
to the individual and his offspring than small pox beratien for we bave tinie ind again been impressed
and is more insiduous in effects. by facts which have ceaie under cur persenai obser-

To attack syphilis properly the causes of prosti- vatien cf t' er
tution must be studied, and remedied wherever Wc are alse aware that te tbe great unJcrity cf car

possible. If we could remove the evil, syphilis respetable feliow citizens, fle subjeot is distasteful
would in consequence die out and there would be bringing te liglt as it dees fli canker which is

no occassion for providing safeguards. From the knawing at tle vitais cf Society. We sec ne reasen

very nature of hunianity the causes of prostitution wly the matter shcuid be shunned, even if disgree-

cannot be remedied and therefore it will always exist able, as we deenu it the duty cf ail conversant withî
in our midst. There is no need to quote history to tle extent cf tbe cvii. te discuss the advisability cf

ovs aend eate aferd fsurther suggest tat ne

Proo tisfac. Hvethee ot eenRaab od e ltio keep them inl chc thnbc dotnm


