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In connection with this, it is of interest to record here my
observations of the mean monthly temperature of the water
about Montreal, made two years ago. K As'I have found
that the water temperatare of 219 C. for August was the same
in 1893 as in 1890, it may be assumed that these temperatures
are fairly constant. The great size of the bodies of water (St.
Lawrence and Ottawa rivers) from which they are taken, ren-
ders it unlikely that the daily and weekly variations are con-
siderable in amount. Canal and reservoir water was found to
be 2° to 4° C. higher than river water during the summer.

TEMPERATURE IN 1890.*
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In the examination of the bodies immersed near Montreal,
and recorded in tabular form below, the chief deviation from
the results given in text books was the longer duration of rigor
wortis, which was still well marked after one to two weeks’
immersion during the summer, in gpite of the presence of ad-
vanced putrefaction in parts of the body. The muscles of the
legs appear -to resist putrefa.ctlve changes for a considerable
time. In one case-where a body showed ‘marked maceration
and decomposmon, but where rigor mortis persxsted a bacterio-
logical examination showed the absence of bacterm, microscopic-
ally, from the rectus femoris muscle and cultures made from
that region remained sterile. S

The-early. appearance of a greenish tmge over the stemum
and pectoral region mentioned by Duvergie was often present.
It evidently depends upon the early and rapid decomposmon of
the head and neck, with- penetration ‘of the gases along the

planes of the fascia. It appears long before a green tinge of the
abdomen is seen: ‘

*The temperature of the nir is that recorded by Prof. C. H. McLeod at the MeGill
Observaiory.



