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PRIVATE WARDS IN PUBLIC HOSPLTALS A CAUSE OF
HOSPITAL ABUSE

To the Fditors of Tos Mo;mmx. anx@n JourNaL.

SIRs, ' '

The contention of the writer of ithe editorial in your January number,
that the existence of private wards in public hospitals is a fruitful
source, (in fact the inference is that it is the most fruifful ssurce), of
hospital abuse is the most extraordinary and illogical avgument that I
have yet scen advanced in discvssions upon this subject. It is all the more
surprising, when the fact is borne in mind, that five of th: six editors,
(who are responsible for this article), are physicians and surgeons in
active practice, with large hospital expericnce, and who are daily treat-
ing patients in the private wards of the Montreal Gencral and Royal
Victoria Hospitals.

At the present time three classes of patlents are treated in the h.spi-
tals abov mentioned, (1) The bona fide poor, who are the class for whom
hospitals are primarily maintained, and who are tre cated free of all, or any,
charge. (2) A large class, mainly from outlying districts, who pay fifty
cents per day, for hospital service, including medical and surgical treat-
ment, drugs, stimulants and everything which they receive while in
hospital, and (3) Private ward patients, who pay $2.00 to $2.50 per day
for hospital service alone, and pay for their medical and surgical treat-
mwent besides. Now, surely, when one considers that the first class, are
those who cannot pay their way and are therefore bona fide and admit-
tedly objects of charity ; and that the patients of the third class do fully
pay their way in every respect, while the patients of the second class pay
only fifty cents per day, for what costs the hospital, in round figures,
about $1.25 per day, and pay nothing at all for professional services, it
is not difficult to see where lies the most likely source of abuse. More-
over, these patients are admitted without any systematic or thorough
investigation into their finanecial positions, and practically on their own
statements or those of a phy-ician, clergyman or philanthropist, that
“they are too poor to pay fu. a private ward *—an expression of opin-
ion be it observed, and not a statement of fact. Their idcas on ths

: pomt -are; naturally very lax and, ' they:fondly behevc, or pretend to be-
heve, that in’ paying fifty cents per day. they. are paying their way and’
ecorn the 1mputat10n ‘that they are charity p1t1ents This abuse is now:
of- so long standing, and ‘may’ Lisay, so respectable, that plnlanthrop1st~



