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After the address of the Lieut. Governor of Ontario at the open-
ing in January last of the local legislature, in which reference was
made to the desirability of the House giving attention to the im-
portant matter of Public Health, a large number of the thoughtful and
intelligent of the community were pleased at the prospect of some-
thing being done at once to improve the public health. Indeed, of
the whole address, this part, referring to public health, was by many
thought to be the most important. Not a few were disappointed
that more was not done during the session in the interests of the
question, and for the better protection of the public from the rav-
ages of disease. And truly, in view of the remarks made in the
House by members, especially by the Attorney-General, regarding
the importance of the subject, and bearing upon the cost of disease
and death and the economy of health, it would be inconsistent and
worse to delay practical action in the matter a day longer than ab-
solute necessity for preparation demanded. But to do more than
was done during the few weeks of the Session toward bringing before
the House a comprehensive public health measure, some prepara-
tion should have been made some time before the opening of
the House. This had not been done, and about all that was possi-
ble was therefore accomplished during the Session. It is gratifying
to know that a beginning has been made, and that, as appears evi-
dent, the Government are in earnest, and have at length become
fully alive to the great importance of the subject. More too was
accomplished than many are aware of. A lengthy report was pre-
sented, but not read, to the House, though we believe it is soon to
be printed and circulated

It is a matter for congratulation that the medical profession was
so far recognized as it was in forming the .Sanitary Committee.
Every medical man in the House was upon it, and with the excep-
tion of the Attorney-General and Minister of Education, every mem-
ber of the Committee was a medical practitioner. London Medical
'yournals complain that in Great Britain the profession is not recog-
nized as it should be in matters of this kind. A better state of
things prevails here. Physicians are the proper guardians of the pub-
lic health, and if given fair recognition and encouragement they will
do all that can be expected of them, and more than should be ex-
pected.

As most of our readers probably know, the Sanitary Committee
had a list of questions sent to every medical practitioner in Ontario.
Several hundreds of replies were received, and to the most impor-
tant points in these we refer elsewhere. Between two and three
hundred were from gentlemen of the highest standing in the pro-
fession, and supply valuable information and suggestions. A list of
questions was also sent to clerks of municipalities, and many re-
plies were received, which show that absolutely nothing, almost, is


