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cje the.re i, an m< ute exac rbation f sucl a

lrol proess, stii inflammation of thesev ebiain-
he, ima\ ionvert. wllat % as fornirl\ a sinmple
iiiitter. into une of imost surious import. lie
drainage from tic atti m11av be effectually pre-
wnte, aii the inflammation extend t the brain

ift\. meiniitis or cerebral abscess resulting.
Wlho, that know.s of the extreniely thin plate of

bone betwen tins pathological condition and thu
dura îmter, often imperfctly elosed, espcuialy i n
oung piersons, and the intiniate vascular cim-

muni' ation between tu e two ua\ities, can feel otbeî
than e\tremu anîxietv as to the possibilities of

aibrmimi siii>ymptom1is settinig in at an\ inexIe( ted
moment ? Her, as lsewhure in surgery, and, if
pobl, nmore emphatically, because of its (angur-
(iu" promty to .1 ital organ, it is our duty to
effect fuil dramiage >Of pent-up secretions and hunt
oit the offending cause.

Il, do this wu must disar:ieulate and renove the
twio larger ossieles-malus and inmeus together
wmth aIl renaining portions of an aiready useless
and obstructive ni embrana tynipani. This done,
Wt have free dra.image and free access to these
uppur chambers, which na i bc brought more suc-
ue!.'>fully undur trcatment.

B\ tis operation, we comfîort oursehe that wve
have sepped iout of and beyond the routinism of
caultis and astringents, that have hitherto bîrought
disappomtiient and odiun to this spet ial branch
(f surgeryand. after soime exerience in it, I
felicitate nins 'elf ini havimg been toi manv of mîy
rauients a, noit unapipreciated, benefactuor.

ln addition to the repression of otorrh< ua, I iai e
tned a very' marked improvenient ini hcaring

piNwer. I shall iot dwell upon the technique of
the operationi), nor ipon the advisaility of per-
forming it with a vIew to greater possibIlities
I ininel tihat wider l'eld of chronic non-suppur
ttive cattairrh of the middle ear, with pronounlced
deafncss, lor the purpose of improving hearing. I
n1eed onl say' the operation us a difleult one, and
reluires shkil, manipulative dxterity, and thorough

of the anatiom of the middle ear and
all its rel, uions.

In molqst cases this iOperation vill correct the dis-
chare and markedly improve thue earing. When

'ils, we nuy infer the antrum contains the puru-
l:nt fo'us, unless carious bone is already detected.
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Under such circunstaiices the question of opening
the mastoid mnust be discussed, which I mlay bring
before vou, together with soie practical points in
thue operation, on a subsequent occasion.

EXCISION OF THE IKNEE-.\ MOi)IFJE)
SPL.INT.

l'\ I RED. wINNETT, \iD. -I.R.(.s. LN-.,

Surgeon to Il o me fîOr I ictir ibles.
'T'lie patient, laine I.--, aged thirty-nine ycars,

was admitted to the Hime for Incuîables, Feb.
22nd, is1, suf1ering from what was supposed to
ie ioconiotor ata\v with Charcot's disease of left
k nee.

At the age of twenty-four \ears she feull and
injured her spine, suffering more or less for a vear.
('bristmas, i89o, the trouble returned in the spine
and the left knee becamed diseased. She entered
the hisipital several tines, but the above diagntiosis
was given and nothing was done.

\la), 1892, I found the following conditions

present : Patient was very emaciated, temperature
normal. There was a marked projection of the
middle dorsal vertebrS-,and a slight lateral curvature
of the lumbar spines to the right. ''he knee jerk
was exaggerated and ankle clonus was present on
the right side. Sensation was normal and motion
almost lost in the legs. ladder empties itself auto-
naticallv at intervals giving slight warning, but the

desire can be restrained only' for a moment. Pupils
ieact normallv to ight and accommodation. Urine
normal. Left knee flexed at right angles, dislocated
back and capable of slight movement. Patella
rests on the femur and grates on noveient, whiile
on either side is a Iluctuating swelling. Aspiration
of joint yielded one and a half ozs. purulent Iluid.

Diagnosis.-Pott's disease of spine with trans
verse mvelitis strumous arthritis of knee.

A consultation was called and amputation ad-
visetL but as the patient declined, excision vas
done, June 1-oth, 1892. )r. Atherton assisted.
The joint wvas opened by the horseshe incision
and found completely disorganized and filed with

pus. One and a half inches of tibia and one and
three-quarters inches of femur were removed, patella
dissected out, and a softened spot in the canceIlous
tissue of the tibia was scraped with Volkman's

:poon. The Iap Iwas found redundant and one

iæg)].


