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note the énficction of voice in various schools. I knew
one, not long agd, where every boy ended every
seutence he uttered (excepting only the reading lesson,)
and every answer o every question, with the rising
inflection ; and what is more curious still, the halnt
wits exclusive to that school, though il was only one
of many, and the children of all always mixed together
il play. Auother very peculiar habit 1s the ending of
an answer in the minor key, vather than coming down
fair and square in the mejor. In music the minor is
very sweetand impressive, filling Lhe soul full of tender
theills ; but when it comes to a wide-awake recitation,
where you want the knowledge, and the expression of
i, clear and determined, there is no merit in it; it
savours of weakness and indecision. 1wish it were
possible to give an illustration of sounds in words, hut
as 1 ecannot, I would like to ask you to prouounce any
word of two syllables, pitching ane syllable on do and
the otlier on e of the key of 4 sharp, and you will get
almy meaning,

Give out tables in arithmetic, and it is next to intpos-
sible to induce a conversiational tone; butstop it child in
the midst of it, andask him the same question, instantly
his voice descends inthe gamutl the number of tones
requisite to put it it on a par with vour own, aud his
apswer is everything you could wisht as lo quality of
sound—gentle and smooth, hut manifestly arviving at
it at the expense of & good deal of breath stocked up
for his effort ! But that accomplished, at it he goes
again, and this time the contrast is the greater, because
vou have had a glimpse ol what hie is capable of ! Of
course, this is coloured somewhat highly, hut it has
to be so Lo arrest the attention, thougly all will bear me
oul in the main facts. It is all wrong, and there are
nuy reasons why, Even if it were agrceable and
pleasant 1o the teacher,—which the saints forbid ! for
I should dislike much to {find one whose ear is so allu-
ned to harsh sounds that she is thus satisfied—it is
ijurious to the child ; the voive is really injured in its
guality by the artificial strain upon it; the delicate
organs of the throat are not made for such a use, and
it wouldn't be too much to suggest that this laborious
and nnnatural eaertion has sowething to do with the
throat diffeulties and affections to which all school
chiildren are so linble.  Buteven il it does no veal hirin
even il the teacher is indifferent to 1L as fiar as she
herself is concerned ; and even if the childven like it
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hetter themselves, which i cau’t belive, notwithstanding
it is so universal, it is yet detrimental to the schonl as
a school 5 it makes things look as if they ran as in rats,
—as i it was the same thing over and over agiin all
tle lime, and as as if there neither was nor could he any
progress. Now, as this is the age of progress, an impro-
vement in 1his direction isvery much to be desired and
oped Tor. The voice should not be raised so fearfully
bevoud its natural inclinations ; and, while I do not
indorse low and guttural ulierances, 1 do not helieve
inshouting. A chilil’s voive has not the power orstrength
of an elder person’s 5 it is finer. more like the vibrations
of asilver thread, and to tey 1o give it matnrity befoge
mture herself intends ity is wrong 11t is unphysiologi-
cal and vitally harmful.  One of the pretticst features of
aclass in singing is softuiess, thus hringing out the
sweelness of the young voices. There eannot b purity
af tane when the organs ave all stretched out in the
throat, wide open for a stentorian shout.  Fatigue will
ansue much more quickly in this state of things, and
then you will wonder what makes vour little fellows
seeatr so lred.  Their out-of-door shaonts belong to
another order, hut do not let them he transfereed to
the sehoolroom.  There is a fitness in things, and the

schioolroom in eminently the place for gentle words and
sweet, pure tones. How culpable we all are in this
respect! I believe much of this is engondered by fre-
quent concert exercises ; it Is so casy to drift into a
sing-song, where many voices are united, each uncons-
ciously allempling to altune itsell to every other. Such
are 'a{uuble for many things, but too much of even i
valuable exercise is detrimental. Let the recitations, as
far as may be cousistent, he conversutional, and insist
upon all answers being given as nwturally as possible.
That this is a taslk, I know full well, for 1 have ‘two or
three whom I can scarcely ever make put the voice,
down al a period without calling the child's immediate
attention to myself, and indicating the downward
inflection by 2 motion of my head and hand. There is
a theory in all this, but, it is not all theory ; the practice
is possible, und if cach teacher would attend systemati-
cal‘ly to the quality of the tone with whiclh the litlle
ones answer «ll questions, swhetherin spelling, numbers,
or cunversation, as they advance up through the grades,
this harshness and ununaturalness will become less and
less a noticeable feature.—New England Journal of
Education,

Ciirls at School.

Take the ease of a givl of {ifteen, conscientions
anxious to improve herselfl  She rvises long before it is
light in the morning, .hefore, perhaps, even the carly
hour appointed. She struggles with a feeling of
oppression and languor occasioned by sleeping in the
siame room with several other girls, and breathing al
night a vitialed atmosphiere. The gas in the room does
notl improve the state of the air, and there are no venti-
lators ; perhaps even theregister of the grate is shut. lo
all probability there are not adequate tubbing arrauge-
ments ; certainly no hot water is allowed.  The poor
victim breaks the ice in lier jug, and uses as small
quantity as possible of the hard water. 1t is notimpro-
hable shie has inftamed chiblains, which have kept hier
awake during half of the night.  Hungry, sleepy, and
languid, she hegins her piano practice in areom without
i fire. Al the end of an hour she is stupid with cold and
Lias a violent headache. Thereis no use in complaining,
for several of her companions e in a similar condition,
and they sit down to breakfast shivering in the dreary
gray dawn. After breakfast comes the monotonous hall
hour walk which is suppoesed to be good for the healtly,
hut seems only to have the result of fatiguing the
children before their day's wark has well hegun. ‘Then
comes 2 long worning, in which class succeeds class
with scarcely any intermission Latin, French, Gernmun,
music, driwing, have all 1o be squeczed in as well as
the other lessons which helong to a good English eda-
cation. These of themselves would be enough to fill up
the whele time.  After an early dinner, il the dayis
fine, there is an olther dreary siesil; but everyvone
rejoices if the weather is wet, for then there s alittle
time for idleness or play. The classes begin again in
the afternoon and kst until tea-time ; perhaps, even after
that, the preparation for the next day must be got
through. I there is no hour hefore bedtime in which
relaxation is insisled ang the industrious girls will work
u(p 1o the Jast inoment, and then dream half the night
of unpreparcd lessons or prohlems they cammot solve,
Their feverish restlessness is the natural result of
overstraining young hrains, suul not giving the muscles
vigavous, healthy exercise. Not-that much is accom
plished after all 1 the way of learning ; far from it :



