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* For what i gome did not believe, shall their
ainhelief mako tho faith of God wuhout effect?
WGod forbid § yen, let God bo truo, but every wan
o hurs!  Rowans ity 3, 4.

WE resume tho argument, in this dis-
«ourse, concerning those prisonors brought
forward in our last. Wo left them dn
bondage undor the sentence of the law,
with no hopes of deliverance. Tho first
year rolls away. The king says, My son,
the time has come; go, and reveal my
love to these prisoners, by bringing the
promiso of their redemption to light. The
son flies on wings ef love, enters the prisen
and oxclaims 3 1 bring you good tidings of
groat jov. My. fatler, the king is yeur
friend. e loves you ; and that love has
induced him to proclaim your liberation
asafreo gift. 1Ie has promised (and ho
cannot lie) thatin two vears from thisday
vou shall be free. This covenant, so far
as concerns its fulfilment, is nnconditional.
Believe, and you will be saved, by faithia
tho promise, from your present fears and
coundemnation under the law.

Those stubborn prisoners see a sufficien-
cy of evidence to believe the promise —
They excrcise unshaken faith, in this se-
cond covenant belween the father and son.
"This faith works by love in their heartsy
sud purifies them from disobedience. Their
souls meltin view of the love and goodness
of the king, revealed to them by his son,
In fine, they love him because he first
loved them. They are now saved by faith
in his promise, fiam not anly all their mise-
ries and sorrows, but from their disobedi.
ence, and look forward with joy, to the day
of redemption. Here we perceive the
% rightcousness of fauth?® which far ex-
ceeds the * righteousness of the law.”—
They now delight to obey the king, be-
cause they arc under the influence of love.

Here let the question be asked,—are
these three men to be let out of prison, at
we uppointed time, because they believe
the promise or love and obey the king ?—
‘They are not. Their redemption depended
on the truth and faithfulness of the king’s
promise, which he made to his son, and
that promisec would have been fulfilled,
even i{ it had not been revealed to them,
ull the day of their deliverance. They
are not to be set free, as a reward for their
Saith, love, and obedicnce. They have
great peace and joy in believing thut prom-
ise. 'They are in the happy enjoyment of
asalvation by faith, and that is all the re-
ward they deserve, or have reason 1o ex-
pect.  We here perceive, that these three
1aen are made to establish the law of their
king, by faith, in the good news he 3ent

them by his son, which is to thewm a
gospel.  We now see the prupriety of the |
apactle’s language. ¢ We conclude that a1
man is justified Ly faith, without the decds |
of the law. Do we tnen make void the )
law through faith 2 God forbid ; yea, we |
establish the law.” We also perceive, |
that these three men are not to be liberated !
from prison, because they believe the prom-
ise, or love and obey the king. Buton the
contrary, it is the king’s love 2nd promise
to them which sets them free.

Let us now notice the other three pris-
oners. One sayvs, I do not believe that
we shall ever be released from prison. It
istoo good news to be true.  Well, shall

his unbelief make the kings promise of | to condemnation.””  Ohadianan + ¢ Loy

nene effert? The kg ottt 5 yea ot
the king be true, but that man a linr, , But
lot it bo remembered that he cannot be

proved a liar, unless he is liberated.—
Would you now go and tell that man, Sir,

because you will not belhieve, you shall
never coms forth from prisen? DBut do
you not perceive that by so doing, you
would give the king thelie t It would be
saying that his promise was good for noth-
iug, unless tho man would believe it, It
would be contending that the unbelief of
this prisoner will meko the king's promiso
of none effect.

The two other prisoncrs exclaim, we
believe tlus second covenant, but it must

bear some resemblance to the first, which
is conditienal. We believe thut we shall

getout of this prison, if we continue to
serve the king as we have lisrotofore, by
keeping his commandments. Hero are
iwomen trusting in the first covenant for
doliverance. They are trusting in tho
Iaw. They are depending on their own
fove and faithfulness to the king for re-
demption, and not or the king’s love, prom-
ise, and faithfulaess to them. Here then
we see tho righteousness of the law in
those two prisoners ; in another we sce the
eficct of unbelief; and in those three who
remained disobedient under the jirst cov-
enant, we see the righteousness which is
of faith, when they heard the glad tidings
of redemption in the second covenant.

At length the day of their redemption
dawns, ‘Thoy are all brought to the know-
ledge of the truth, Thuse three prisoners,
who were saved by faith in the promise,
during those two years of suspense, now
find their faith lost in certainty. ‘Their
salvation by faith has come to an cnd.—
Aund so has the unbelief, condemnation and
doubtings of the other theee prisoners. In
one word, the belief and undelief of the
six are lost in knowledge, and they burst
out in songs of deliverance. So we per-
ceive that a salvation by faith, and a con-
demnation in unbelief, can last no longer
than till we come to the knowledge of the
truth in cternity.

Let us now apply this to the Scriptures.
Man sinned, and not only involved himself
in guilt and misery, but was sentenced to
that very death wi'h which God threaten-
ed himy ; “Dust thon artand unto dustshalt
thou return.”” Here was the end of the
first covenant. and the termination of all
the miseries of life. It is evident from rev-
clation, as well as reason, that man at
death drops to a stale of insensibility, and
knows no more till he is made alive in
Chirist, who is himself the second covenant.
‘The language of Scripture 15, the dead
iknow nol any thing, they sleep,~—and the
apostle (in Cor. xv.) reasons that if there
be no rosurrection, then there will be no
future existence ; that they which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished, that preach-
ing was vain,—faith was also v, and
that the Christians were yet in their sins.
On such language as this, 1 can put no
other construction than that the resurrec-
tion is our salvation and eternal life, our
deliverance from sin and imperfection.—
Under the first covenant, the resurrection
in Christ was not revealed to the human
family, and they remaned of course under
the sentence of condemnation, with no
hopesof a future existence. ¢ By the of-
fenco of one judgment came upon all men

wag enforced by threatenings on the one
hand, and promises of tomporal rewards on
the other, which were communicated to
L tho fathers by the prophots.

But God hay in these latter days spoken
uato us by his Son, and through kim re-
vealed the second covenemt, in which ho
“gave him the heathen for an inheritance,
and the uttormost parts of the earth for o
possession,”” and declared him te be the
resmvection and life of the werdd. Ifin
the divine counsels ne Christ kad been
provided, tho human family, it appears,
would have remained in eternal slumbsr.—
They would have known but one covenant,
which would have rewarded and punished
them according to their doeds, and <con-
signed them to the rogions of the dead.—
¢ But sinco by man cama death, by man
came slso the resurrection of the dead.”

God saw fit to keep the human family,
for four theusand yenrs under the first cov-
caat, without the knowledge of cternal
life, through the resurrection of the dead.
But it was, at length, * made manifest by
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who hath alolished death, and brought
lifo and immortality to light through tho
Gospel.””  Yes he first brought it to light,
and through his apostle declared, ¢ In hope
of cternal iife, which God, that cannot lie,
ptomised before the world began, buthath
m due timo manifested his word through
preaching.” ‘This promise of eternal life
all men are called upon to believe. The
moment they believe, they are saved by
{aith, and are at peace ; and they that doubt
are damned; they are alrcady under con-
demnation. But shall their unbelief make
God’s promise of eternal life, of nono ef-
fect ¥ God-forbid; yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar. % For he hath con®
cluded them all in unbelief that he might
have mercy upon all.”

e have now noticed the two covenants
—the law and gospel, have pointed out the
distinction between them,~—shown that all
conditions are confined to the law, and that
the gospel is unconditional, and justly -e-
quirgs our faith and confidence. We will
now bring to view the scripture doctrine of
salvation by faith, and show that divine
truth must have an existence before we can
he called upon to believe.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is based upon cternal and un.
changing truth.  Truth is one of the at-
tributes of Jehovah, and the unshaken pil-
lar that supports the throne of oternity.—
In truthand righteousness he governs the
world, and by an omnipotent arm wiclds

the destinies of men. Trath-is the sun of
divine revelation, pouring its beams -on in-

telligent creation, and calling upon all men
to believe. If a, man assert that which
does exist, it1s a truth ; but i he assert
that which does not exist, it is a falsehood.
Whatever has an oxistence in the compass
of reality, is o truth to be believed, and
whatever has no such existence, is a false-
hood not to be believed, 1t is bayond the
power of man 10 create one solitary divine
truth. Al thathe can do, is to declare the
existence of that which may be hidden
from others, or relafe some circumstances
respecting that which does absolutely ex-
ist. An absolute truth must, therefore, bie
prescnted to the understandings of men,
before they can he called upon to believe
it, or befors they can be called delicvers

for cunwracing 11, or unbelievers for reje-
dng:t. Noman can be an unbeliever fi:
rejecting that which does not oxist. t\

Wo now commence plain argumont, ln,;
using great plainness of speech. Iy,
preaching tho Gospel of Jesns Christ, trut{i
must be the foundation. If, then, trut'%
must-exist before men can be called upe
to believe, tle question avises, what is ¢he
truth, which tho second covenant roveak
for the bolief of mankind?  Answer, it i§,
tho record God hath givon of his Son.—
Bat what is the record 7 Lot John answer,
“This is the record, that God hath given
to us clernal life, and thislife is in his
Son.” 1t then follows, that wo are to bes
liove that Ged has given us eternal lifo, in;
his Son, before the world began, and un:
changeably promised it. Paul says 5 * Infq
hiope of cternal life, which God, that car
not lie, prowised beforo tho world began.”
If wo beliove the record, we are in the &
Seriptures recognised as beficvers, and aro 4
saved by fatth, and will of course exhibit 3
in our life and conversation the righteous.
ness of faith.

‘The great error of many, who read the } 3
Bible, consists in supposing there is but -
one salvation. But there aro two, The |
first is & special solvation by belief in the [#
promise, and the second is our eternal sal-
vation beyond the grave, where we shall bo
brought 1o the knowledgo of the truth, in- (8
volved in the promise, and to know shall be |
life eternal.  Taith shall then be lost in
certainty. Now, if we disbelieve the re- §8
cord, will that make it fulse? No;
unbolief cannot alter tio truth,
record, then, be proclaimed to every creas {2
ture, seying, God has promised and given ¥
you eternal life in Christ,'before the world
began, and calls upon all to beliove it.—
But suppose they should all reject it saying
We do not believe one word of it, would
their unbelief make the promise or record
false? No. Would not then the record
prove true? It would. Then, the whole,
world would, of course, receive that cter-
nal life, which is promised and given them
in Christ. No, says the objector, they will
not believe. But can their unbelief make
God's promise of none effect?  Can it put
that truth out of existonce, and make it a
falsehood 7 'Wu would ask the objector,
what will thoy not belicve. Answer ;they
will not believe, that God has given them
cternat life in Christ, but they will not be-
lieve it, and because they will not believe
it, they nover shall obtain it! Then we
must contend (if they never obtainit), that
it was never given to them, and if not
given, then the record is false; because
the record declares, that God has given
them eternal life in his Son. It then fol-
lows, that their unbelief can make the faith-
fulness of God without effect, by rendering
the record he has given false.

4

= Pa TR

But, says the objector, it cught to be
stated conditionally as follows,—God first
calls upon men to belicve, and if they will
believe, then Christ will become their Sa-
viour, and then they will receive eternal
life in him, and not beforc. But does not
the objector see, that he has stated no trutk
for them to believe, in order to make
Christ their Saviour ¢ I ask, what does
God call upon them to believe ? There
must bo some truth presented, béfore men
can be called upon to believe. God calls
upon men to believe, what 2 That Christ
is their Saviour? But you said he was
not their Saviour, till afler they believed




