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into bow-strings for Hannibal’s archers ; or of the Tyrian maidens when
{hey sacrificed their golden hair for cordage fur the Tyrian Navy. 1tell
ymi solemnly, that the cords of enterprise by which this Gospel is to be
carried to the ends of the earth are woven out of the very fibres of human
hearts! You cannot make them out of gold and silver, or braid them
out of commercial intereste, or twist them out of public enthusinsmn.
They are Woven on the Joom of personal consceration in the secret
place with God. We must not only have lengthened cords, but strength-
ened stakes. If there is one weak stake on the circnmierence of a tent,
and it palls out or is broken, there is put a greater stress on the other tent
pegs round it, and one by one they are loosened or pulled out, until the
whole tent collapses.  What does that mean? It means that any Church
within the circomference of Christian effort that does not plant jtself firmly
to hold up the cord of organization is responsible for the collapse of Chris-
tian missions. And it means that any man or woman or child in the Church
of God, among God’s professed believing children, that dves not become a
stake down deep into the ground and holding on, is responsible for any
dicaster that comes to the whole work of Christ by lack of personal co-
operation. Until we get that truth down into our hearts, until we get it
inscribed as with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond, I bave per-
sonally no hope for any great enlargement in the work of missions.

Now the question comes, How are you to strengthen the stakes? The
first way of strengthening the stakes is by faith in Almighty God. This
is His work ; it is only my work because it is His work. I never would
have touched it if in every fibre of my beiny I had not been convinced that
it was Goll's work ; and because I am a co-worker with God I am bound
to work where and when I know He works. You must have faith in this,
that it is God’s work. If you hang vour faith on the superficial judgment
of critics whose ignorance is very extensive, but whose knowledge is very
limited, you very likely will be discouraged. If you hang your faith on
what your neighbors do for missiens, you will very likely do little more
than they, while perhaps they are doing very much less than they ought.
If you hang your faith even on missionary boards, the best of them, thev
are all composed of fallible men.  But if you lelieve this work is God’s
work, and that God is behind it and before it and round about it, and
that the man who goes forth to *‘ preach the Gospel to every creature’ is
buttressed in his work by that giorious declaration that comes before the
command, ** Lo, all power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth,’ and
by that other promise that comes after it, *“ Lo, T am with yon always,
even unto the end of the age”—a man that goes forth in that spirit, or,
bring compelled to stay at home, nourishes the missionary cause in that
spirit, is working with God. I do not care where ke is—he may be down
on his back, a bedridden eripple—but he is working with God. If he
eannat do anvthing more, he can Lelieve in the worl;, and believe in the
il that carries on the work.,  Aud so he can add that secoud element in the



