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ing on the work of the BritishlBible Soci-
ety, thoughl the 'workcrs have been com.-
pelled to exercise miuch tact, patience,
and forbearance. The spiritual harvest
is lndeed plentiful. Denied the liber-
ties enjoyed by ail civilized people, the
Rlussiafis thirst for the botter liberty of
the sons of God.

A clergyman of the ]Russian Ortho-
dox Churcli recently wroto te a 31os-
cow paper, saying tixat the rigorousiy
suppressive laws latcly promnulgated
aglainst the Stundist sectarians are not
onljy unisuccessful, but would actually
.qppcar te have given a rcnewcd im-

petus both to the open and tW the clan-
destine spread of thie schistn ; while
tbe best efforts o! the special inissoua-
ries appointed to counteract the teacli-
icg of Stundisu', and to reattacli tbe
Orthodox apostates to that ereed, have
been absolutely fruitless. The iost
lamentable feature of this propaganda,
says the clerical 'Writer, is its evident
progress among the intelligent las of
Rossilans who bave practically aban-
doned the State Chureh, or 'who, attend
tlle Church service once or twice a ycar
as a inere habit. It is alan to this
growing public inclination toward
Stundisin thiit the wtritcr attributes the
difficnlty of getting the xnajoitY Of the
ordinary xnagistraCY to :conv¶ct the
Slnist propagandists, and for the
saine reason large employers ignore the
legal injunctions laid upion them with
regard to the exclusion of Stundist
workpeple of bobli sexes

This 'iriter maltes a significant ad-
imission 'ivhen lie candidly avows that a
large number of intelligent and cdu-
cate people who ame gradually adopt-
ing the Stundist crced would oblier-
wiise beconie f reethinkers. T3nlike
mnauy other Russian sectarians, the
Stundists, wihose Teligions tenets very
elosely resemble those of the Baptists,
do flot proselytize, andhbence the police
authorities flnd it difficuit to convict
thein. It is by thc force of example
ouly, by their exemplary lives, their

igh-toned niorality, sobriety, indlustry,
tbfltana honcaL dcalings that thcy at

tach the adherene and cohesion of
their orthodox neiglibora. Tlîeir bit-
terest opponents in the State Churcli
cannot deny these many virtues of the
"'hereties," nor eau they. if thcy bear
trutliful evidence, decline to acknowl-
edge the rcclaimed lives and muaterial
prosperity of the many thousands of
ignorant, intemperate, and dcgraded
pensants 'who have voluntarily adopted
the Stundist teaching aud copied the
manners and morals of the sectarians.
There are no more conscientiously law-
abiding subjeets in the Taar's domin-
ions.

With the exception of part o! Turkes-
tan, Siberia,* or Asiatic Russi, com-
prises the whole of Asia ]ying norLh of
tic Chinese Empire, Afghnistan, and
Persia (area% 4,M3,496 square milesf
larger than Eutrope).

The grenIer part of this " land o! ex-
ile" consists of inotnotonous lowlands
stretching nway te the liz7on, " like a
limitiesa occan plain.." B3ut toward
the east riscs a 'vast tableland, the
" Great Divide" (î.e., betwecn tlie Arc-
tic and Pacifie occans), conncctedl witli
-whici airce UicYlonovoi, or " Apple
:Plouuiins," and other ranges, In the
southwcst is thc famous mining district
o! the Little Altai Mountains.

To the north are the extensive Tuî,-
dra swanxps, covcrcd -with, snow ciglit
mnonths of Uiec year under dîjhl, leaden
skies, the long niglits now and then re-
licved by m-igniticent -N-ortliera Liglits.
The nonaclic tribes; dwelling hiere de.
pend on the reindeer for thecir existence.

South of thc 2iadra is a forest zone,
or Taigcz, rcaching almost unintcrrupt-
cdly acrosa tic. continent. Thse noted
Siberian pine is conspicuous, and berry-
producing buslies are abundant, sup-
plying f ood for man and beat, quanti-
tics of berrnes being preserved for win-
ter use.

The water systcm of Siberia is the
nmost extensive, but lcast serviceable of

*The nnim' on .qil-rix ame ta7ken [roui tht
.Rigions )kyoid.

t Ait Aeiatic lttssia conprifl 6,M000ûsquare
mh1l.
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