
.Reubell Pitrves.

nIage, and farm-etead ivithitn sixty miles of*
he B3orders-to the north and to the south
nd taking in the entire breadth of the island.
%i visits became as regular as clock-work.
o0 merchant now-a-days knivs mnore exact-
vie day and almnost thelîour when he may
tpect a visit fromn the traveller of the house
iîh wvhich he deal2, accorxîpanied with an

-vitatiofl to drink a bottle of %vine, and pay
ýsaccount, than the people i the Border

l!gsknew whea Reubell ivould appear
mongst tlhem.

It %vu hrewvdly suspected that Reuiberi did
il confine himmseif molely to the eale oFrib-
-n:-, gown-pieccs, and such flie ware, but
ntthis good [y pack wils in tiset a magazi ne,
which was concealeil tea: cogniac, and to-
.rco. At ail events hie proýpered amnazing.
,Mid in the course of* three years-thoug-lî

lesened ils weight at every villa.ge hoe
-me to-bis pack overgrew hlis shoulders,
Aprosperity comnpelled hinm, first, to have
-lure to a~ pack--h-wrse, and, hefôre he had

tong.to acovered carlor caraivar. la short,
arriving at a village, instead of going

ind 'from bouse to hlouse, with his stock
en bis shoulders, as lie was wvoat to do, hie
__ round the drummer rbimnir
here nio sachl funcîlonaries ivere known, lie
-ployed smre other individual, iviti a key
îda trencher, to go round the village and
zie the proclaination-

"This is to give notice, that Mr. Reuben
ives, wiîlî bis grandl and elegatit ass-ort-
-t of the newest fashionable varieties of'
-t-ware goods. and other commnodities, ail
aghtby him for ready money, so that great
gains may be expected, ham just arrived,
rsch an ion,) and wvill reinin for tbis day

IY; therefore, those wvho îvish the real mu-
ior articles, at rnost excellent barg ains
Il1 emibrace tIno present opportunity !"D

-.t flot the reader despise Reuben, because
Practised and understood the mysteries of

~n.There is nothing done tn this world!
hout il. No gardener ever '<lichtlied"l
';vn leeks. AiL men practise, it, from the
:er of books to tbe nmak-er of slioe-black-
-or the vender of matches. From the
odiloquent advestisement of a metropoli-
auctioneer, donvn to the " only true and
iizular accouaI." or an execution, bawlIed
1, flYing stationer on the mîreots, the spirit
-ufflig, in its various degrees, !is te lie

found. TIlierelore, %ve blanuîe not Reubell
lie oisly dîdc îvbnît î>îlî<r îîeofle .tid, illougib
perliaps alter a dillerent thslîiuîî, and îviîl
better SLIcces. Il gave a proise ol lîii. suc-
cess as a îrtile-;rïati. 11e muid lie vetitured
on il as a speculaîlon, and finding it lu suit
lus purpose, he continued it. Iii trulli, scarc.e
liad the lîerald made the proclaination wvlich
1 have quoted, tintil Reuben's carl ivas liter-
ally besle-red. His cuitoiîners said, "it wvent
likie a cried fair"-" Llierc ivas ulae geltingz
forvard to it."'

Moreover, lie %vas always; civil, lie ivas
always obliging. Ile liad a smile, and a
pleamant and merry word lisr every oite. Buy
or not buy, lus courteszy nover failed lîim. la
short, lie would do anyîliiing to oblige bis cus-
tomners, save to gitve tlheu c;edit; anîd that,
as lie raid, %vas not becauise bie L<d any dou Ut
of' tlicir lioitesty, or- thai he, ivas uii.llling- tu
serve îlîem, but beuu lie hiad lId il t(uwvîî
as a ruIe rwever ta tru., a s;ngle pennly, nvhîch
rule lie rould nul break. He ivas alsu pozb-
sessed of a goodly person, ivas. ýonie five leet
ten iliches in lheigînt, lie had fair liair, a rud-
dy clicerlul counltenantee, intelli gent .bl ue
eyes, and bis ycars but littie exceeded îlîirty.

At tiîs period of' Reuben'is lîiStory, there
d %veît iii the tovii of MNoffat, one Miss Pris-
cilla Spoitisvoode. Noiv, Priscilla ivas a
portly, and iîbtal a comely personage, and
though rather stout, she wvas taîl in -propor-
tioni t0 be-r thickiiess. Nothing could surpars
the s:inotlnezs of the c1car red anud -w hite
upon lier goodly countenaulce. There ivas by
no mecans to0 inuch red, arîd constitutionat
good-nature shîed a sort of* perpelual smile
over lier features, like a snn-beamn irradiating
a tranquil lake. lai short, it ivas a reproach
to every baclielor in the lu wn and parish of
Mloflb.t, to have j>rmittedl irîy anid four muai-
miers to roll over tlee hcad of Priscilla, with-
out one amrongsî thîem having. thie inFaliness
to stop forvard anî( oflèr bis biaud to rescue
her from a state of sinîgle soîilariness. She
had been for more than twenty years the
maid, or rather 1 mig-lît saY the nurse, of ail
Cid and rich lady, whaI lier deatti, lie-
queatîîed to lier live hundred pounds.

Reubell first zaw Priscilla about thnree,
monîhs aftor mile liad reccived the Iegacy.-.
-"Five hundred pounds,'>tlioughIt lie " would
set a mnail on bis fel." lie almo gazcd oni
ber: kiad, coinely, sinifing couritenancc, and


