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defatigable teachers, it ought, most assuredly, to b principally
ascribed to the public ministrations of Bernhar Overberg, Teacher
of the Normal School, and subsequeutly Director of the Theolog:-
cal Scminary in Mdanster, who every year, towards tho end of
suminer, heid a cuurso of lectures, not only attended by candida-
tos for the eftice of teachers in the public schoole, but also by many
others, who flocked to hear his addresses. This peculiarly gifted
individual having the faculty of rendering the most barren and or.
dinary subject s nuvel and intcresting, that numbers from the
neighboring towns, whoso interest for every thing attached to
inatruction had boen long absezbed in the carcs of the world,
were induced by curiosity to atlend his public discourses on the
subjcct of tho most approved system of cducation. But though
cariosity first led \ycrsomi of cvery class to attenc the lectures of
an unpretonding Normal school-inaster, other moives were soon
awskened, and the inclinations of the natural man were sanctificd
and confirmed by a supcrior spiritual power.

An ardont pursuit of any particular object is generally found to
be contagious; and whie Bernhard Overberg was scen prose.
cuting his darling object, the instruction of youth, others were
made purtakers, not only of the delight which ﬁc expenicnced, but
also of that heavenly fec{mg which we may supposc to antmate
thoso watchful spirits over theso  little ones,” who do always
Lehold tho fuco of “our Father who is in heaven;” and when
Ovc.rbcrg. with all the ardour of his spirit, spoke of the inward
satisfaction of mind, and the forctastc of that great roward which
was tho portion of the faithful teacher, not one of his hearers
could remam umnoved.  He led them to take a ghimpso of that
stato of indescribablo happiness and peace, which is possesscd by
souls embucd with fechings such as g own; »ud numbers im.
bibed the desire, and many expressed it, 2o becomo a teachor Lke
Bernhard Overberg.

Nor did it appear from first inpressions, so difficalt an under.
taking to spcaﬁ and teach like Overberg.  For had we uttended
with the numerous body of candidates and probatoners for the
offico of public teacher, in the #paciou, hall of the Normal sehool,
which was alwaya. oxerflowmg _with bearers, aud_after heanyg |
hun speak there with the greatest energy and cloquence, upon the
qualifications neccssaty for the office of & teacher, had we then
followed him to the Lorraine collegiate church, where he eve
Sunday afternoon catechised and instructed the young chidrea of
the city ; his method of imparting knowledge appceared 8o exceed.
ingly sunple, that we should haye supposcd cvery onc must havo
adopted exactly the same plan, if not preciscly the samne words.
As he stood in the front of the children, who formed a semi.circie
round him, the scnous dignity of his countenance assumed a
mildly cheerful expression of familiar ty. Hesaluted the cluldren
in the most fricndly manaer, took some of the younger oncs by
the hand, and placing them morc immedsately before hun, began
to talk with them upon sime subject on which they were well
conversant, but which appearcd in no way connccted with the
topic of instruction appointed for that aftemioon.  Soon, however,
ke contrived with the most pertinent skill, to conncet with this
apparently insignificant commencement, ar%:lmcnts and obscrva.
tions of womentous value, cxciting bath in ¢
audtors, the hughest interest, though from his lucid obscrvations,
the children were capable of following biin, and answenng thy,
questions pyt to them with perfect case, while at the same time
their atteution was powerfully fixéd upon some important point of
doctrine, which scemed cvey to the more advanced of the congre-
gation, to assume o new light and & decper import.  Equally sim.
ple, yet equally impressive, was the mstmuction he unparted at
the iormine Frce Schogl during the week.  The children Lstened
to what he reluted to them, und felt that he desenbed exactly
their own cxperience; and particolarly when biblical history wae
his theme, their attention was riveted for two hours as camestly
as if it had only boen a few nunotes.  Nay, even in the arithme.
tical lessons, generally so dry and dizagrecable, the ingenuity of
this amiablc man, connceted every sum so famiharly with” the
daily sports, cmployment, or domestic hzbits of the children, that
it becaine not only a pleasant cmnployment, but one in which their
reaeoning powers were called into action. .

This too, ali apncared to an observer so suitable, and at the
samc time s obvious, that there could be no doubt asto the man.
nez in whigh it was proper and neccssary to cunvey kaowledge

] table of the Lord, ho

¢ clildren and older |

to the infant mind ; but yet should the mame person altempt to
pursuc the same plan, and adopt the same mannor, ho would soon
bo awaro that itrequired no tnfling gift or attamment, but that
to be able to impart the vivifying instruction of an Overberg thero
must also oxst the same hife of love n tho soul, which can oniy
bo acquired by umnterrupted commumon with the kverlastng
Sourco of love itsclf. ‘Tho simple and appurently natural dis.
courscs of this man would then be found, not tho result of a comn.
mon effort to teach, but a gift from the treasury of God's graco,
sought and obtained by the unvarymgy and childike dependence
upon God's love and mercy. The truth of the forcgoing remarks
will be mamfest by the perusal of a short account of thehfe of tno
children's fnend,

The father of Bernhard Overborg, a pedlar residing in the vil.
lage of Hockel, near Voltlage in Oseaburg, was a man of prayer ;
and as he travelled from ono pince to another, with his goods.
upon his shoulders, to obtamn the means of supporting lus famly,
he sweetened hus toils by dovout contemplation, and fervent pe.
titious to the throne of grace. A contuiucd lameness 1n onc foot,
prevented lum, dunng the latter years of hig hfe, from purswn
his customary rounds ; but prayer was still hus delight, and lhxougﬁ
many a sleepless mght ho reccived strength and patience, by me.
ditating on the unparallelod suffenngs of his Redeemer.  Overberg's
mother was a partaker of the same renewing grace, and therefore
ccntentment, devotion, and peace, shed ther bemign influence 1n
their poor, but bappy dwelling.

Beohard Overberg was born on the 1st of May, 1754, He
leamed o hus carhicat years tho answer to that guestion, * What
hast thou that thou didst notreceive 17  An extremo dolicacy of
constitution, held back the developement of both bodily and men.
tal powcrs, sa that he did naot Jearn to walk till his £if! year, and
when sent to school was so dull a scholar, that he woro out eight .
clementary books, before ho had learnt to read with any degrec of

uency.  When he was nine years old, the clergyman at Voltlage
dicd, and he overheard his fatit:r and mothcr converse upon his
death, upon his wseful lifc, how zealously he had laboured for tho
salvation of his flock, and also how improbablo it was, that another
80 worthy would be n;moinu:d to the church. Bemnhard, who had
listened attentively to these remarks, thought s childsh simphieity,
** How important must be this office, ¥ should like to beconte a
pastor myself”” The following day he was at wetk in the field,
and heard the bell tolling for the funeral: the sound scemed to
thrill through his soul, and he poured out his chuldlike prayer;
* Lord God'! if thou wilt help me to learmn diligently and quickly,
I will become a pastor.”  From this tme he made rapid progress,
and at the end of six months, could notonly read flucntly hunsolf,
but assisted bis muster in teaching the younger children:  His in.
creasing religious knowledge and personal devation were delight.
fully pereeptible, and when ho for the fimt tme approached tho
n rencwed s vow that, by the help of
Gad, he would devoto himeJlf 1o the work of the mmistry ; yot
the ununswerablo qucstion rose constantly to bis mind; how was
he to obtain the conscent of his parents to his wishes, since the
had alrcady scttled that he should accoropany his father on his
Jjourneys, and afterwards continuc to carry onhus trade 7 Or how
could he expeet or desire bis poor father and mother to send hum
to college, ur support hnn dunng hus studies ?

Bejng ono day alonc 1 the ficlds, winther he had driven the
cows, his desire to fit himaclf for the service of the sunctuary bo
came morc than usually urdent; “I am,” ho thought, % now
fiffcen yeamm,old, it ys, the Jutest period at which I ean think of
beginning to study, and got § cannot ventyre to tell my parents
what I wsh®  These thoughls inspired = prayer to his Heaven.
ly Father, that He would influcnce thewn, not only ta agreeto his
views, but also to make the proposal themsclves to him.

On the cvening of the same day his prayer was answered, for
his father asked him, whether ho would not prefer cotenng the
ministry to following the trade of 8 bawker. Who can desenbe
tho happiness of Bernbiard ? - On the very next day he was sent
toa dcgyman 0 Voltlage, to receive his fisst instruction in latin,
and with unremitting ardour and increasing pleasare, he now
walked, heedless of bad roads, or the nclemency of the weather,
to Voltlage (about five English mulcs) to obtan very indifferent in.
struction, which his perscvezapce alone could have rendered bene-
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