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Patronage, joined the :Relief Church, wvhere they feit they lind a botter chance
of success. Thus the Syuod of Relief injtred itself b yreanaining isu lung
-%vithlout. a Professur- of Theology for. its own students. gu antchl -%vis this tho
case that it bas been said they nover roseans a Chur-ch, liko the Secession
Cî1turehies,. to have a phaanx of' learued and talented iaaiisters amiong tiaca to
gIV? prainience ta tiacir denonlination, titi they cured this evil, nnd cstablishied
tlacir own Tiacologicat Seninary. Fraîn tisi long-continued defeet in their
systeni, it was facetiotusly reanarked, and %wo believe thitt tu sunie extent iL w'as
true, Liant there vas a v'isible inconsistency between soine of tia Relief peuple,
aaad seineo of their minister8, in tiant tic former were Relief froiu the existence
of Patronage, but the latter froan the wvnnt of iL.

It was iii the yezir 1825, that tbis defect in the constitution of the Relief
Chui'eh wvas reanedied by the institution of a Divinity Ilit, and by the appoint-
mîent of the Rev. Dr. '1'loinson of Paisley, to be the Professor ; and froni tiais
period the students were collected under lais inspection in the prosecution of
their studios for the holy ministry. Dr. Thuinson vas ai) ornainent to bis
Clanrch, andi fruan bis talents iand acc1uirements, tlae iirbanity oflahis manners,
and otlier accanîplishinents, vas weil quatified to under-ta.ko.the dutie whc
nioi devolved oan buii. Ife entered on his labours in the Chanir wvith, diligence
and zeal, and wvas the successft instrument in training miany young mon fur
Llîe gospel iiiinistry, and iaa greatly advaaacing tie reczpectability of tlae Relief
Claaarcl. HIe eontinued lais labuurs tilt lais deata, when lie ivas succceded by
Das. Lindsay and MoM'eichael, wvho stili labour in that departanont.

Tlae effects of tlîis arrangement were salutary, and wero soon felt. Tlme
Institution totd on tîmo interests of the denuniination. It made tixeni mure
compact in their organisation, it separated tlaern efflect.ually frona tîme corrupt
Estabishment, iL brouglit tlmein forward to take a muxre decided stand in advo-
cating the independence of the Churcla, which sooaî becaine tlae great subjeet
of national interest and discussion, and it bruuglit a laost of talerat.ed ministers
into their Synod, and tended greatly to pruduce closer intercursto and greater
confidence between tîmean and utlier liberal clitrebies in puslaing forivard tiause
mnensures of ecclesiasticat reforniation for i'bica Providence v'as now s0
evidently opening the way, and especially aiLla the United Secessioni for paving
tlîe Wvay ta tlant union of tlae two Clauiches wtaieh vas soun tu be realized.

'l'lae ution of the two Secession Bodies, wtîiuh took- place in I820, cuuld not
fait ta interest tlae Relief Cîmurcla, especially fruin tîxese denoaninatiuns laaviîag
s0 great a resenibtanco ta the&h in principte and admnistration ; and this
îausticious event did not fail ta snggest the idea of' union wita thenaselves.
Wc welt reaneniber ta ]lave travelted at this period ivitl tlaat respectable Relief
ininister, tîxe Rev. Mr. Barr,* of Glasgowv, to tho neiglmbuuring tomwn ot'Paisley,,
whiere tme Lord's Supper ivas to bo dispensed anîong the variaxus denoîninations,
and whtere ho iras to assist Dr. Thonason, o' dte Relief Ctaurch, and 1, Mr. Sinart,
itîo belonged to what hnd been tlxe Buargher side of tAie Secession. My tèelluw-
travetler vas niuch intercsted in the union tlant had su recently takien place,
and spake of iL witlî enthusiasni. WVe both met Dr. Thaomson as w'e entered
the towrn. Mýr. Barr reanarked ta his brother, tlîat ho race t- fnd -lt a o
called " a nei ihiig," tiat 1 vas ta assist, not as usuai ivitti ny father, but
îvith Mr. Sanart, and added, I hope the tiane is not distant Nvlien hoe will corne
ta assist you."1 This, doubtlesa, woutd bave happenied, liad I remairied in
Scottand, and had Dr. Thmnson, with whonxi 1 -as well acquainted, lived ta
tlae imie of the union between tlae Secession and Relief. 1 believe tîmat in a
sianilar mainner the greater nunaber of tlîe mnistcrs of the Relief Synoti re-
joiced in tlae union referred te, and regarded iL as a prelude ta a uniun witti
thiacnselves. lu proof of tixis it is proper to state, that at the firat meeting of
their Sjnod after tîxis unlion, in May, 1821, taey unanianausly passed the fol-

* Author of two excellent Catecbisaîs on the sealing ordinances of I3aptism and
the Lurd's Sttpper.


