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erous spirit of suspicion and calumny against brethren in Christ, wbose opinions on
circuinstautiftl niatters, bucauise tlxuy soniewhiat differ froi Iieir lwn , they uliscrupu-
lotisly, and too hnastily, condeiii whilst there is good reason to believo titeni tu bu
wholesoiue scriptur-al truths. There is eveni reason to fuar tliat s.tch, difrerences frorn
thlemsclvecs, perhaps in eoine instances onîy secming différences, in matters oiuly of
clburch poiity, have on soute occasions been designediy magnifled or misr-elrebented
for sectarian endis. As long as siicl a spirit is chierishcd, iii any degrce, by letailig
individuals in the Preshyterian Church of Canada, nny negotiations fur union ivould
bc a wnste of tirnu, and a beating of the air.

In their Resolution they first express their earnest desire for union, provided it can
bu attained ont scriptural îprinciples. Wer cordially reciprocate this desire; but neyet
can it bc obtained oit scriptural Irriliciples while they shut theniselves Up inl the dark-
mess of sectarianisin. A union ont scriptural principlus is certainly not a union un
points conuctud with the civil magistrate's powcer, otheriwise we kunîw for certain that
there is no union aniong themiselves; for ive are quite awure of the faut that mnulti-
tudes of their people, and not a few of their mnisters, Irolti our principies on tiis
point; and ngrec with us that différence hure, evun as ivide as etin bu corfceived to
exist between those îvho rigidly inaintain the Establishment Principle, and those Wvho
as rigidly inaintain the Voluntary, shoulti stili bu matter of mutual forbearance iii
order to a scriptural union. The Fre Cltreli, wve fear, will always bu a lt..vidcd
church, a bouse dividf-Id against itsuif; while they insist ont ivhat tbey neyer had, and
neyer cati have,-a uniformity of opinion on the power of the civil magistrate in
matturs of religion :-at lcast till they faîl fromn tIre seningly arrogant and ititolerant
notions of sonte of their urinisters, aud enrbrace more miid, national, and scriptural
views. It ,vould bu Nvil that thre Fre Church would tell tire public what exactly
thuy nican by scriptural principlus. Forbearancu, christian forbearance, to a far
gru<tter uxteut than îvotld bu necessary to unite and consolidatu their denontiination
and ours, is a scriptural principle. But ive fuar they are far duficient in tIre exorcise
of this forbuarance, and even iii undurstanding ivhat it means.

la the Resolution thcy Ildeclare their wvilliingness to considur opinions on the law-
fulnuss of State-undowvments without erastian snbmnission leo the State as a inatter of
forbuaranice." Tihis nay scen to sorne a great stretcli of christian forbearance. To
us it appears to, bu no forbearance at ail. The foliowing incontrovertibie sentiments
front that admirable IlReply" to a Il Friendly .dddress to Dissenters by Ministers of the
Establislied C/turch ',l al, the tume of the Ftruggle whvlicli originated tIre Frue Cburch,
may bu hure quotcd as a lesson to thosu -%vho are able and wiliing to learu on tbis
subject: IlIf you wçill depund on State-pay youi inust bu subject to State-control. 1s
thre State to pay the clergy, preacir arid live, as thuy mnay? Yon de net thirik se.
They are paid to give bread ; must thuy bu paiti for giving poison ? Wîth your whole
hucarts, yoit say, ne. Butt must not the State then, whichi concerned itself with tire
'crceti and constitu tion' of the church, iii order to se that ail was soun d beforu it
gave its sanction, concerti itscif stili, to sce that tire crced bu not corrupted, or the
constitution invadeti or sut at nouglit; or-otheriqe desert the duty it undertookc in
taking care of the creed at the beginning ? A nd if so, is net this effective supurris-
;on and control, besidus thu pecuniiary influence ? And is that body indupendent over
wbicb this power is stretched ? Oughit the spiritunl churcir of the Redecer te bu
thus subject te aforeigu or seenlar power? W ulsresrrs,'exutsy ia
this should bu questioned, particuilarly by thosu he likre yen, have honustly, and un-
reservedly, subscribud tire Westminster Confession. In defining the duties of the
inagistrate in rugard to religion, it is flot a little rumarkablu, bis endowiing tire church
is not included, the nieney check is not thought of, but sufficient powers of a different
sort are assigned to iin. Ie bath autbority, and it is bis duty to talce order, tbat
unity and pence bu preserved in the churcb, that the truth of' God bu kept pure and
entire, that nIl blasphemnies and heresies be suppressed, aIl corruptions or abuses in
worship) and discipline irreveuteti, or reforrned, and ahi the ordinances of God dtily
setiledi adininistered, and observed. For tire butter efl'ecting whereof, lie liatii power
to cail Syiiods, to bu preseut at thein, and to provide that whatsoever is transacted in
tbem bc according to tire mind of God.'t Our friends of tire Frue Chnrcb, tell us
Iltint they do net understand the passages relating te tire duty of the civil inagistrate
as teaehing or sanctiening ant erastian control of the church by tire civil magistrate,
or thu persecution of individuals for conscience' sake."1 But what right have tbucy,, or
any one, to put any construction on Englishi words but wbat the language itself buars ;
and if tuis passage, to which, thuy subscribe in toto, dees flot involve erastian contrel


