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ed. We are informed, that at the death of Con-
stantine the great, there were no less than 150
of these Fossores engaged to saperintend lus fu-
ueral, and the numbers employed on 8 me other
uccasions nre also stated to have becn. very great.
¢In modern tiues many persons object to inter-
ments 1n churches, and sowetimes vith very goud
reason, as iu Jarge cities, where mterments are of
frequent occurrence, the efiluvia arising from the
decomposition of a number of dead badies, i»
Likely to produce cuntagion and diseasc. Thie
was, in parijcalar, observable in the ety of Paris,
- where, as many who now hec. me are aware, the
churchyards became so full, that to preserve the
health of the city, they were ferced v disinter
the dead who had been buried during ~everal cen-

wnies, and to convey their remawe to  the cata- |

; cumbs beneath Paris, where they wer. arranged
m proper order, and where, beaeath ‘e lhivg
city, there is now established a city of the dead.
it not, howerer, my object to enter at any
length into thns portion of the subject, as [ only
wish to lay before you the reasons of the church
for prescribing the ceremonial for ti.e benediction
of cemeteries, which we are asseinbled here on
this day to perform.  As 1 have already told you.
the custom-in the early ages was to embaim the
dead in the first instance. After embalning,
lights svere placed around the curpse, to denote
the lightef faith, by which the Christian had beea
illaminated whilst living. Jlymns were also
chaunted, and amonzst the fervent Christians of |
thuse day s, the custons was, to bury the body
with the most solewmn pomp. It was carried in
procession, and treated with every possible re-|

. ¥pect, in consequence of baving been at one pe- i
rind the temple of the Holy {ihost-—cunseerated
as such by Baptism, and especially united to

| :inate, and that they became illustrious conguer-
{orsover sin, and death, and hell, they though it
i right to celebrate the trinmph of the Christisn
cunqueror at lus funeral with lights and torches,
as it he had been a lLving hero, viclorious over
iz mortal enemies.

«Jt is unnecessary | for me to describe 1o you
the ceremonmale preseribed by the chinrel inour
own times, for the funeruls of the departed. You
are already aware of the great charity and love
of the Cathiol.e church towards her ciuidren, and
at'her solicitude for them from baptisin to extreme-
vunciion, from the cradle to the grave. Sheisever
anxious to extend her favours and lier protection
{ 1o them. And this care and affection on n.. pact
i extend to them exen beyond the grave. By be-
ing.a partaker of the Holy Eucharist during life,
the body of the Christain is raised to an incon-
. ceivable dignity by this divine ccntacet, this miys-
terious union; we becoine thereby incorporated
with the natural body of Chnist, as by Baptism
we were made mc:nbers of his miystic body the
church. Anddtherefore it 1s, that the remainsof
Christiansafter death are honoured gs having been
the tewples of the Holy Ghost whilst living.
¥When, during high mnass for the dead, you be-
‘hold us reciling the solemn prayers over the cof-
fin of the deceaxed, and going around, sprinkling
it with holy water, and cven paying to it the hon~
our of incense. do not regard it as an empty

|

| ceremonial, but as an honour preseribed  by. the

chureh to be paid 1o that body, that haidbeen at
one time the temple of the Holy Gho~t, and the
residence of the Deify.

“ Do noy, likewise, be surprised at witnessing
the ceremonial of this day, becaunse in every
word that will be utiered, there wiii be convey-
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P . . ed 2 most eloquent appeal to the heart of man.
Christ y « Sac “the | o : . N
rist in the holy and uderable Sacrament o”the 'y o langunge used hy the church on this occa-

. Eucharist.  Of this fact we find repeated men- | = A
tion in the.writings of the holy Fn{)hers. Thus | 5100, and the ceremony that she prescribes, are
we have St. Cypraian saying to the Christians of | calculated to come home to the hedrt of every

his day, « Why do you weep, or allqw the Ge:;: , one who witnesses them. You are to<day as-
. tiles to behold thos? signs of surrow, when you ; sembled to behold the sanctification of that
boast to them that vou profess a Living God® Why | moull to which, most probably, many amongst
do you weep and mourn over the departed, as if | you will one dny retuin, as your-kindred dust ;
they were dead and lost for ever ?* Again, nno- , and lieuceforth the people of this wide and po-
ther Father tells them to exchange their moura- , pulous district will have the happiness of be-
ing and lamentations fo. hymns of joy ; and 8t ) holdiug erected amongst them this- beautiful
Jerom, in describing the funeralof the holy. wa-  temple, worthy of the service of that Almghty

dow Paule, says, that * at her funeral procession
there were carried ingense and lights ;" and from
the same sacred sousce we learn, that =t the fu-
nerslsin his days, lamps were lighted,and torches
burned, in the same manaer as at the Olympic
%nms‘s among the heathens; for as at those profane
estivities, the wrestlers who were victoricus in
the games were led in procession with lighted
torcues and rejoicings, 8o the early Christians,
viewing, with holy Joh, the hfe of man asa con-
-. tinual warfare, and belieeing that it was only on
he day when they slept 1a Christ, after persavers

, #g 1o the pad, that the fight could be s3jd to ter-

| Being to whosm it is dedicated ; and they wilt
also have the consolation of having adjoining it
a cemetery, in which the ramains of{hemselves
| and of their friends will, after death, repose in
i peace under the very shadow of the sanctuary s
and while it is sufficiently remote for all pur-
poses of health, it must create atl those moving
| sensations that cannot fail to be produced by the
" sight.of a cemetery in the vicinity of a church.
The Holy Ghost tells 1.3 that it is hetter to go to
. the house of mourning than to the house of feast-
ing, and we could not hear g more moving. -



