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THE~ JOYS OF THE CHRISTIAN

MINISTRY.

TI[E CLOSING DISCOII]SlE 0F THE I<RV. 'rIii.

L. (TYLERi, D. D., IN TuEF LWAYETTE

AVENUE CHIIVE, IIUGOILYN,

APflhi, 6, 1899.
"For ivhat is our hopo or joy or crowvn of rc-

joliingî . unt vny nh rsueo u
Lord Jesus <:bristat Ris ceruing t Fior yo are
our glor3' iîtiti joy." -1 !1 hce. 2, 19-CED.

The8e worcls were %vritteîî by tho niost re-
nmarkable ian ini the aiais of the Christiaxi
Churchi. Great intcrest ie attachod to tMiens
fromi the fiet that they are part of the first
inspiied e.siîisLIe that P~aul ever wiocte. Nay,
more. The lettel' t> thfi Cbiurch of Thessa-
leutica is probably the carlst aq te date of
ail the books of the New Testamenct. P'aul
wvas then at Corinth, about 52 yeurs oid. in
the foul vigor of bis rzplendid prime. HiLs
spiritual kt>n Tiinothy hî»ehim tidings
frrin the infant churuhl in Thcssalonlea. th ut
awakeus hit' sulicitude. I-le yearns te go and
sec titemi, but lie caniiot ;su ho dleUunîI)ils
to write tu tienit. und otiù day ho iays aside
lus tezît neudie, --cizes lus pet., 00(1 wl'ben that
pen touchus ibn papyliau Sheot the New
'lestiianuui beglis. 'The Ape.stlc's great,
warsji ho:îrt indles.-tud bIazes ais le go.u4 on,
andi at iongtlb bur8ts out ini tis inipaszioned
utterance "oare iiiy glory and joy. »

Paul, I tliaukz thtec for a t) ualid tîtinge,
but for sîutbinc dIo 1 î.baul theo more tîÇau
for that goiden sentence. lu îbcsec thrilling

woriste grctte.st of Christian pastürs, riîs
il)g aboie the poveirty, boiiilessaie.Qs, anid
suera tîtat surroided lîlai, r-ea.cisea fordil bis
bonds anid graspts l.is royal diadeiii. No nman
shail ro., t.he auoil hero of Ilus etowii. No
ehapiot wri by1 a oiRnaîî e lquer-or iii the
bour of bis brigliteat triunwph rivais the cor-
n'al that pastur Paul sue iiashing before liis

eyee. It is a crowa blazii:îg ivit> stars;
ever*v star an iiniortal seul pluckied froîn
the darkîîess of sin loto the llgblt and Ji Lotty
of a uhîild of God. Peor is lie? Hie in unak-
ing înany rich. 1)espisedI la lio? lie ivoîldn't,
chanse places; %itli Coeser. 1lonmeless is lie ?

Rscitizcnshîiip is in heaven. wiaere hie vili
find myriade whomn ho can ineet and say te
them, -'Ye, ye are tny iglory aad juy. " ilx-
teen centuries alter Paul uttered tiiese words,
John Bunyan re-eehaed themn when he said,
III have counted as if 1 liad goodjy buildings
ini the places where my spiritual childi-en
were born. My heart has heeîq n0 wrapt up
in tiiis excellent work, tiiat I accounted my-
self more honored of God t'aan if Ee hiîd
made me emperor of all the world, or the
lord of ail the glory of the earth without ii.

Ilo tlîat convertetlî a sinier froni tho error
of bis ways, dotlî savo a eul from death
aîîd they that bc wiso shal slie as the
brightness of the firmament."

Now the great Apnstie oxpressed wiiat
overy ambassador of Christ conistaîîsly ex-
perienees wvhen lu tho tlîiclc of the Master's
'vork. His are tlîo joya of acquisition. His
ptiree may bo scaîît, his tenching înay bu
humlie, the field of lus laor inny bu ne ob-
scure that no bulletins of ]lis aclîieve.ients
are ever pruelaimoct to au adînirinz ivorild,
<iiliicîilties nioy soldtlvi andi disouragexocot
bring hlmi ta lus kuices, but I teil you that
obscutre, toiiing înan of God lias jî'ys voucli-
qafed ta liiittiat a leredor-clz or Maibor-
ougl nover kîîew 0ui the tield of bloody triî.
uniph, or- that a Rothscild never dreatiîs of
in his iizan6inn% of spieuduor, nr ni Astor wvith
bis stores of gold. Evory nugget of frceb
trutb disenvcr-ed, makes hlm. liappier thnu
0110 %vlo linis fuiid golden spoil ; evory at-
tenitive au(litor is a deliglit ;cvery look of
iîîterest on a% liîjino utenaice, flao5bc6
hackc to illuminato Iiii own. A bave ail, w-leux
the tears of pexîltence course dowvn a clieek,
and 4) returîîing snul is led by hini to the
Saviour, tbero is great joy iii henven over a,
repenttanit vandorer ; theto e s joy in* that

iîiistei-s hieurt too exquisite to utter. Thoen
hie iî; replaid lu fulhl bneîusire, pressed down,

r(uiîgoyer into lus lînsoîli. Convertcd
seuls; aie jeavels ini tho c:iskets of falitibfnl
piarentsQ, teachiers, aud postci's. They isîuill
flashi iii tlic diaduni wliialî the riglitous

JtiIgeshat gvehei ii tht rent day. Ahi,

aîîny of yoiing Couverts, and listeils to the
fii'st titcraîîeg»s o, tlîeir nov; haro love, (U(nd
wlien lie prosides at a comunioni table
and ,ec-% hie spiritual olprinig gathe-ed
aronnil Iiiiii, moere truc j'ny that faithful pas-
tor fuels, thn "Cies-ar Nvith a Sonate at lus
bieels." Rluthierfordi of Scotloîîd only voied
the yt'ariiiîigs of every true pastor'e hteart,
wiien hoe exclaiîîîed, "0 how ricli wcre I if I
oouid obtain of iny Lord the salvation of yon
a»l. What a prey lîad I getten te have you
ail eauglit iii Christ's net. My wvitness las
above, that your heaven wouid ho two
lieavens to nie, anîd the eaivation of you ail
would ho two salvations te nie."*

Yet, n'y beloved people, -when I recail the
joy cf îny forty.four years of publie miaistry,
Io oten shudder at the fact cf how ruear I
came to, locbg i5. For very many menthes
my mind was balancing between the pulpit
and te attactions of a legal "and political
career. A single heur. in a village prayei i
meeting turned tbo ficale. But perhaps be-.
hind it ail, a beloved mother's pîayers were
moving the nuyaterioua band that- 'touuohed


