THE BUSINESS SiTUATION

Winuipeg, Saturday, March 12

Spring shipments in textilo lines have
been largely sent out, and it s out of
s2nson for sorting trade. The tmple-
ment trade was very husy filling or-
ders for spring stocks, country dealers
belng anxlous to get in stocks on
account of thie fine weather which
carly In the week indicated an early
spring. Tle lheaviest snow storm of
of the winter, however set in on Wead-
nesduy, covering o large aren ot
cowutry, and this rather changed
ideas as to very early spring. This
will be an advantage, as it will give
more time to handle spring suppies,
an¢ very early sorings are not re-
garded as fovorable for tho crops, as
crops which get started very early
are more, llable to damage from late
frosts. The export oattlo trade is
becoming active again, but 8> far at~
tention has been directed mainly to
the export of stocker eattle to tho
United States. Labor is well employ-
ed. Men are wanted for the Crow's
Nest as well as for the Stikino rail-

way construction. Railway pas-
sanger traffic is theo heaviest

on reeord, but it does not directly af-
fect tho trade of the city to any ex-
tent, as the traffie is largely through
vaasengers for the Klondike, and the
amount of outfitting done liere is not
large. The aunual spring lmmigra-
tion movement has now set in, thus
adding to the heavy railway traffic.
Indirectly the city trade Is benefit-
ted by the larger number of men en-
ployed In raiiway work here, the
rallway shops belug busy for the sea-
#oN.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, March 12
FUEL.

There ix abundance of wood fuel of-
fering, with prices about the same.
Coui is unchanged.

FISH.

Prices are about the same and there
18 very little change in the variety
of fish offering. Shell oysters are
out of the market. Haddies axe of-
fering freely at low prices. The
quantity of Manitoba lake fish offer-
ed here this winter has been much
less than usual, and the season for
winter fishing ls about over.

GREEN FRUITS.

Good cranlterries are Very scarce.
Any goou unfrozen stock Is sold at
much lhigher prices. Navel oranges
arc 25¢ lower per Dox. Malaga,
grapes have a wide range as to qual-
ity, ns some are golng off  quality.
Other lines are unchanged. Prices are
as {ollows:  Mexican oranges, $3.00
o $3.50; navel oranges, $3.75
to $4.00  California secdling  or-
ranges, $3.25; Dbitter oranges, 56
per case; bananas, per bunch, $2.60
to £3.50; California lemons, $3.75 to
$4.00 per box; apples. Ontario stoek,
$4 to $4.50 per oarrel for good to

THE COMMERCIAL

cholee; southern apples $4 per bbl; off
quality, £2.00 to $3.50 per bbl. as to
condition, cranberrics, unfrozen, $8.60
o $0 a barrel, frozen steck, $4 to 57
pexr barrel, as to quality, which varles
widely;  sweet potatoes, £5.00
per barrel; Malaga grapes $7 to $10
per keg: Ontario black walnuts, S 1b.;
cocoanuts, $1 per doz.; Siclly fliberts,
large. 11 to 12¢ per b, Grenoble
walnmits, 14c; figs, fancy elemes, $1.25
to $1.50 per 10 1b, box, 30 |b. boxes,
18c; S0 b, boxes, 17c per {b.; dates,
7 to 71-2¢ per b, shelled walnuts, 25
to 27¢ per 1b.; imported eelery, 60 to
75¢ per doz.; honey, 7 1-2 to 10c.
GROCERIES.

The market is firm for most staple
goods, particularly canned goods,
which are selling here at less than
fresh supplies could be [aid down for.
Tomutoes continue very firm. Oat-
nieal s costing ligher to lay down.

Rice is firm and importations would
oost abovo parity  with  present
prices here. Lard is 1-f¢c to 1-2¢

higher, and breakfost bacon has ad-
vanced 1-2e. Mess pork is §0c¢  per
barre! higher.

IDPLEMENTS.

The change from springlike weather
to more w.ntery weather, [lollowing
the heavy snow storm of Wednesday,
was rather welcomed by the imple-
nment houses, as the farmers and coun-
try deanlers were beginming to crowd
lor their spring supplies. The change
in the weatlier will give dealers more
time 1o handle the spring trade. Be-
sides this a very early spring is not
regazded as favorable for crops, as
cond weather may seb in later and
weaken crops sown early.  Business
has been good fn spring requivements.
Binder twine is very strong and prices
tend upward. .

LEADITER.

The market holds very firm. Upper
lenther cannot e gecured at the
prices lately quoted here. This mar-
ket hax not respounded to the last ad-
vances east, but the feeling is very
firm, business is good—in fact is very
active in the harness and leather
trade, and dealers are pushed to (il
orders.

LUMBER.

Dealersreport business opening out
nicely, and already there is quite a
demand from the country. The heavy
snow storm this week will be receiv-
ed with favor, as ensuring more wa-
ter to float loge in the spring. Stocks
of lumber are smaber than for many
years, and it would be a great incon-
venicnce to have logs hung up this
year for lack of water.

GRAIX AND PRODUCE.

W HEAT—Wheat hag  waseraged
tuwer. Prices took a drop on Mon-

day of about 1-2¢, recovered on Tues-
dayy, held steady on Wedncsday, g
declined nearly lc on Thursiday and
anotiter 1c on Friday, in United States
markets.,

Locally the market has been quiet,
No 1 hard has ranged from 97 to
081-2¢, afloat basis Tort William.
Yesterday 97¢ was quoted for cash
and about $1 for May delivery. Some
wheat Is going cast all rail.  Yester-
day £1.09 was quoted, North Bay,
for No. 1 hard shipped east all rail.
Receipts at Fort William last week
were 27,000 bushels and shipments
23,500 buslels, leaving in store 727,-
bushels. A rear ago Fort William
stocks were 2834.000 bushels, two
years ago 8,693,000 MDushels, three
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yeurs ago 910,838 bushels, four years
ago 2,116,000 bushels. Stocks of wheat
at lake and Interlor poluts a year
ago were estimated at 7,000,000
bushels, compared with fbout -£,400,~
000 bushels at present.  This includes
lake ports, milling points and country
elevators, country clevator stocks be-
Ing  estimated at about 3,000,000
bushels.

PLOUR—The mnrket is steadier and
unchangad,  Renewed shipments of
flour e Australia indicate that the
Australlang have learned by experi-
ence of the good qualities of Manitoba
flour for goning up and giving
strength to scft wheat flour, and
though Australia is not obliged to im-
port wieat thiy year, tley will no
doubt continue to take limited quan-

tity of the Manitoba ar-
ticle. We quote . Patent,
$2,50; st bakers $2.30; second

bakers $1.90; XXX, $1.40 Jer sack of
48 -, with discount of HC net.

MILLYELD=Prices are unchanged.
There s a good demand  for
bran and prices are firm.

We quote bran at $11 and shorts $13
per ton In bulk. Large lots §1  per
ton iess,

OATMEAL~Prices are flrm. Tho
last  Ontario meal browght in lhere
cost $1.70 lpid down for bags of roll-
od megl, but eastern millers now ask
$2. United States meal was lald
down here gb low as $1.60 some time
ago, but this week equal to §1.70 here
was refused, and round lots, freight
and duty pald, would tost $1.75 to
£1.80. Rolled wmeal is generally held
at $2 in small lots.

GROUND FLED
feed s quoted at  $22 to $24 for
rolted oat feed. Inferior mixed mill
feed, $S18 to §20 per ton. Ground corn
feed is quoted at $16 to $17 per ton,
Oll eake $22 per ton.

OATS~The market is very strong
and prices bave advauced sharply.
This is probably owing to the demand
for seed. A large quantity of oats
will te required for seed. as many
farmers are without any, and choice
ouals are very scarce. Up to 35e¢ per
bushel of 34 pounds s asked at coun-
try points {or clhioice oats, and only
ab o few points are there any to te
Mmad, This would be equal 1o about
4le. cost including froight, ou track
Winnipeg. Feed oats are held at 39
to 40e¢ and seed o6 41 to 43¢, |

BARLEY—There is some demand for
seed barley, but there is secarcely any
obtatnable. What has been offered is
not {it for sceld and very bigh prices
lave heen asked. ranging from 43 to
o0c¢  per bushel. About 45c is the
outsido idea for wa good seed bar-
ley. though more may have to be
paid. Feed barley nominal about 40c.

CORN—We quote 40c per hus. of 56
ths.. for cars on track here. Market
firm owiug to advance south.

BUTTER, creamery—A little fall
creamery Is still held, which is selling

v 2} to 231-2¢.

BUTTER-Dairy—Market is steady.
There is very little hell and receipts
ave light. We quote dealers paying 14
to 16¢ net for gool to choice dairy
tubs. anad solling at 16 to 18z on a com-
mission Lasks Iess freight and commis-
sion. Good rolls will bring about as
much as dairy.

CHEESE—Dealers are selling at 10
to 101-2¢. Stocks limited.

IGGS — Exgs are easler. Dealers
have paid i16c for receipts of [resh
country eggs. We quote 16 to
18¢ for freshi as to quality, in «mal}
lots. Limed 12 1-2¢.

DRESSED VOTLTRY~Poultry is
zotting scarce. Very little frozen

— Pure grain



