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THE COMMERCIAL.

The Flour Moih.

In Ontario, says the Torounts /i, n new
jnsect has appeared, the tlour moth, (ephestia
kuhaiclln), which threatens serions trouble a'd
injury to millers and all others whuss husiness
it is to haudle flour. The Ontaric board of
health hasdssuned o pamiphlet containing a des-
cription and cuts of the moth, an ucconnt of
its ravages, and advice as to the best measures
for its extermination ‘T'he woth, it is said,
came in with mitled gooue tmported as chilitren
foads from some port of the Meditervanean, of
whose coast it1s o dreaded scoarge.  Its first
appeacance was in the month of March, 1589,
when a single moth was scen flying about near
an Ontario mill.  In July the moths and worms
became so0 numerous that be mills wore shut
down. Later the work of taking remedial
measures, however, fel to the Torouto govern-
meunt.  Mr. Blue, the deputy minister of agri-
cultura for Qutario, visited *he mill and called
in Dr. Bryce, sceretary of the provincial board
of health, who dealt tho-oughly with the ques.
tion of prevention.  He advocates *‘a rigorous
quarantine of grains coming from Mediterranean
ports,” and advises every miller to become
thoroughly acquainted with the appearance
and habits of this moth, and destroy any thut
he sees.

Trade at Moatreal.

The weather of the past few days has rather
interfeted with the solamme of trade fur the
week. Insome lines merchants hoped fora
mederate run of business before the holiday
week, aud had some p:ospect of Jduing it until
the suft weather eusued.  Now, however, more
especialiy to the dry goods and fur trades, the
reports froa their trase lers are  not satisfac
tory, and rome have recalled theit men before
they usually do at this season. Reports con.
cerning remittances continue of a wore or less
conflicting nature, but it veems on the whole
that they are not as satisfuctory as they should
ae.  The movement in holiday goods has not
asswaed its full volume yet, but appearances
indicate that it wilbe of the usual dimen.
sions.

In the iron trade the tons 1s unaltered, both
on pig and manufactured iron.  Nuils and horse
shoes have had a tempoiary spurt during the
week, some of the wmills pushing forward the
balances of orders on hand preparatory to clos-
ing down. Itis expected that most of the mills
will do this during the early portion of next
weck.

I'he sugar market still shows strength, and a
fair busiuess has been done all around. Yel-
low retined 1s selling at 54 to Ha¢, andisinre
quest at those prices. Syrups are down and
quiet at 3} to 44c, with some sales at those
prices, while Barbadoes miolasses is strong and
held at 43¢ for rouad lots, and 474c for sma'ler
quauntities.

The tea market in - Montreal has been dull
ducing the weck. In Loudi teas are very
low, as English houses are anxious to reduce
stocks, and in consequence are offering them
very cheaply.

The features of the fruit market huive been
the activity of currants va the part of dried
fruit and oranges for green fruit. The former
have advanced fiactionally, and during the
week therc has been  considerable  business on
the basis of 5} to 3gc for new, anl 5S¢ for old.
Raisins steady ut: Valoncias 6§ to 63c, and

layers 73 to 8c. For oranges, prices have been
marke? up all round, Jamaicas $4.50 to §5.50,
and Florida $2.50 to 8$350, Valeiscias are
quoted at §4 50 to .

Wool is a vesy scarce commodity, and prices
are very firm at 1J to 2t¢ for Cape. For Au.
stralian it would certrinly cost from 20¢ to 26c
to lay it down here, and about 240 to 25c for
New Zealand,

The fur trade during the week has heen quict
and the trade are preparing for the turn down.
wards that generally takes placo after the new
year.  Beaver and otter are wanted locally,
cud good prices are paid. Bear, lynx and
skunk are much neglected aad pricesaic lower-

ing. Other lines without changs on last ..
macks.

‘The upward symptoms of glu.s noticed a
week ngo are devewoped now and the articleis
very firm at an advance of 10¢, the figures be.
ing S1.60 for first und $1.70 for se2unl break.
In New York the stock of turpentino has been
rapidly increasing, and receivers are mor: dis-
posed to me ot buyers, and prices have receded
fulls «- — Montreal Gazetto.

Raiofall in the West.

Speaking of the dry seasuns which have pre.
vailed in the west of recent yearsa writer in
the Norttwest Magazine published at St. Paul,
Minner .asays:*I'h -expert climatologists know
that n. real chauges of climate are taking place
vn any part of the American continent. This
conclusion comes from more than a century of
observations in the vast and from nearly half o
ceatury of observations at the military posts in
the west. [t is not, therefore, true, as some
of the recent Dakota settlers seem to appre-
head, that the climate of taat region is chang.
ing for the worse. The neat five or six years
will bring the rain record up to the average of
any period of ten or twelve years prior to 1881,
The old lake beds and dry sloughs, which were
fully of water within the .ecollection of the
settlers who weut into the country prior to the
dry period nuw closing, will fill up again, and
there wiil be abundaut rain fall and s.ow fall
for the production of heavy ciops. If the
chunit lgists are correct, this alternating series
of wet und dry periods will go on indefinitely,
like the rising and falling of the tides. Five
or six years of such heavy harvests us were
reaped prior to 1883, will pay off the farners’
debts, enable them to improve their bui'dings
and lands, and give themn a surplus to carry
them over the light crop scasons. They will
increase their acreage of ' at, knowing that
the ciop will suvely be pi.  .ble. When the
perind of dimiaished ran fall begins again they
will limit their wheat acreage, 1aise more bar.
ley and roots, sow foddec cro s, rély on their
land instead of on the stores for fuod for their
families, keeping hogs and fiwis and more coxs
—making less money, perhaps, than for heavy
yields of wheat, but not running behind. The
Dakota soil is so rich and suppor s a drouth so
well that even in the dryest years the wheat
harvest averages better than in lavorable years
in the castern states.
country can be built up on tue bassis of this
rich so)l and the alternating periods of mnore or
less moistare, which are now believed to pre-
vail as soon as the climate is thoroughly under-
stood and the farming 18 made to conform to its
peculiaritics. Tho periods of ubandaut mois.

turo will be periods of active development, of

A lughly prosperous .

heavy inmigration of towns and country, and
the perinds of decroased moisture will be char
actorized by the comparative quiot, which has
prevailed in Dakota during w2 past five
years,”

Ontario’s Timber Reserve.

" North Bay is of picturesque appearance,
situuted on the north shore of Lake Nipissing,
a beautiful sheet of water 70 miles long and
twenty to thirty wide. By some ditlicult
po-tager & passage is had by Freuch River to
Geo ginn Bay, Lake Noshensing, aine miles
to the southwest, 13 also a fine sheet of water
and is surrounded by high mouatains and green
glades, forming, with Trout Lake, the head
waters of the river Mautawa. From Norih
Bay » governmont road has been constructed
a linsdue north to the head of Lake Temiscam.
ing, a distance ol 80 ma s This r0ad, al.
though not 3 ~v available for summer travel,
opens up a large and valuable timbe~ and agri.
culeural country, which up to a very receat
period has been a veritable terra incogneta
knowa ounly to the voyageur or the Hudsons
Bay teapper.  Although it can never be what
may be called a good agricultural coantry, yet
miliiens of productive acres lie betweea North
Bay and Like Temagaming, and millions mnce
between that aad Temiscaming, where already
twenty-five new townships have been sutveyed
by the Roman Catholic Colonization Company,
and albout 60 pes ceat, of this is said to Le
good laad.  Beginning abont fisteen miles north
of North Bay in a country north and west for
about fifty miles is the great timbec reserve of
Ontario. Here are thousands of miles of pine,
spruce, tamarac and hardweod yet untouchedt
by the lumbermaun’s sie, and here also is the
home of the moose, cariboo, elk and red deer,
and the otter, beaver, mink and martin  Its
only inhabitants are a few Indians, a branch of
the Algonquio tribe, who speak the Ojibway
dinlect. The climate as far norti as Temiscam.
ing lake, where vegetables and all kinds of
cereals have already been cultivated, is not
much colder than that of Moatreal, Lake Teu
agaming opens clear of ice about the first of
May. The scenery around this lake, as well as
many others is charming, varied by mountain
peak and wateefall.  Asnolargerivers traverse
this region and the small streains are obstructed
by rapids and chutes, a railroad must in the
near future be constructed to convey to market
the valuable timber aud minerals which aboand
in almost inexhaustible quautities. This has
already been surveyed aud subsidised hy the
Ontario Government to the head of Lake fem.
iscaming with a view of its being continued to
James Bay, 100 mifes further north, near which
large anthracite coal deposits have recently
been discovered. This road will be a great
hoon to the lumberman on the Kippewa aud
‘Temiscaming districts, who have now to bring
their supplies via the Canadian Pacitic Railway
to Mattawa, then by stcamur to Le Clave,
then a portage of three miles, then a water
siretch to Les Arables, another portagze, anither
water stretch to La Montaigue. then another
portage at the Sault, and another water stretch
Seven League Lake, thence by the Colinization
Railway and teams, while if the North Bay
branch was buils, supplies could be brought
direct from Toronto or any point west via the
Grand * Trunk, Northern & Pacific Junc-
tion,—Cuanadian Zumberman,



