
THE CRITIC.

COUNT WALDEMAR.
(Cotttiticd.)

1 said 1 did flot tiîinc dtua 1 shîould bc in 11) éres vcry long, but taI
Mis. Clifrord, I believcd, intanding rimng for revenda mtontits ; aier
whicb 1 cotid'hariy avoid nddiîîg titat 1 lîaptr soon ta have lthe pk'astire
ai intraducing ni) %vifec ta Mrs. Scynlaîtr.

The truth is tuai ut>y snti.,facticani at meeting n4iti, îI..t laidy n az teti,1 ,e:ted
by saine ntisgiviiies a-; ta Ille p.robable nature ofi hrr rceiuîîuîui iy Mis.
Cliffard, irba iç not a litil I ai ticular it the tîtatter of chane acqua.îittncle,
and ttho lias nevt r iatd .1i1> c<aîai'tdeîice aI ail in lier ltusb.tn'ls -.w. sa
disceruntent. lii the pre.cîi intstaîtca, hîowvcr, ii>, fears Irot-cd tu lic
granindlcss ; for wheîci tirs. be> irIoit came ta eall, il traitislirted, ii Ilte
course af conversation, titat hefore lit:rtîarri:îga site liad been (aine (a the
Warvickshirc Grcys <wlioever tlit>' iay bc), and lit, ai cotir.-e, made il
ail rigbit. Nly %vile protnotinccd lier ta lie a iahy deliglilful pcrswai, aîîd
dcclared eiiîphatic:tlly thtat site aire.ady fait a siticere iintt rcbt ini lier future
tvchiare.

The full siçgnilicar1ce of the latter phtrase, %lîîch IL ttue tinte 1 tîtougit
rallier titcalkd fur, did not strike ite tiltil a1 iuw da)-s laier. ILu hall
lîappened that, îîp n our arrit ai at the laIoe d'O.rient tve lia.1lid alrcady
installed ilîcre at certaini > otg inaît nanmed Bhalfouîr, il hudding dîliîîali5t
witit whant I atît tîpoti tohtrably inîjittate teris, and wlhon 1 had heurt mucit
astonished to discover spî,eing bis ]cave ii a spot sa leutaote front tc
charnis ai society. It %vis flot untîl 1 liad fund out tuha i vas ini the
habit of passing the gteater part ai lus days anîd the itoie ai lits et eungs
at Mrs. -Seymiatîr's pitty villaî on the wooded hik.ide tai t> syagaicît> led
r.te ta suspect wliat Mrs. Cliffiard, tvith her liter fettîjîtinie %vit, lîad (liviiied
front lte oîîtset. Nowv, as ibis yaung ttait wis a pîritme favorite wiîh tîy
wife-for indeed lite was eoinnectçd %îilu 1 ioiv nt i a itan' nouble lhoîîes
-and as, owving ta an tinfortun.na tardiness ai birtit for wichi lie ivas iii noa
tvay responsibla, lie hiad but a laar &Iiare ai tItis wurid's ge.ur, il %vas riai
dificuit ta îînderstand ti iad>'s i.cnevoIetî i.t i..iLy ivith regard :a MIrs.
Seynmour's p)roslct-ive lippiîuess.

1 saiemni>' dciare thiat 1 had un objection iu tîta tvarid to tîte sciente
binted abova. 1 sintuly 'oaak it) intercet iu t hat ahi, one wi&>. or the uthuer.
It had notbi.àn, :o do %wiîl tue. anud 1 inake ut a ride neyer ta, itterfere inii iy
neiglibars' itflfirs. And 3 et Md rs. Clifiord avers ta tItis day ihal 1 cans:siteuty
opposed il titat I did so înerçly %viii tite aI)jzct ai annoying lier, aîtd tai
certain vexatious events tIlticli subsequticuy occurrcd wouid neyer have
taken pliace at ahFbut, for une. Of the. inujustice, not ta sa' the absurdit>', ai
tlîcsc acctisatiotis, I wili leave lîmose to jîîdgc Who shah itave the patience ta
Tursue tbis narrativec ta the close. Otte tiîg, at ail events, 1 can causcîen-
tiausiy aluirn ; that il tui ci so ina ..h .ts etitîcrd îîuy htead to think af Count
Waidemar in conticciion ivitît ilie sutlject :for hov could 1 possib>' foresce
tbat a lieutenant ai Gertîtan litssaif, quartcred in reite Stitgard, %votild
appear i the extrentc soutît of France wîitiouî a ntonientVs notice, and
crrate ail manner af discard and unpleasauîttcss in aur niidst ? Tis,
bawvever, is preciscly %vbat Iiappened.

It %vas a bitter cold cniug iii Deczniber. AhI day long a fürious and
icy mistral liad becît seping over the barc his, driving claîîds ai dust
before it, ripping brancies frutti the olites and evcrgrecît.oals, ciîhhng te
poor exotic plints, htursittg open windoivs, siammittg dorars, aind irritatinc:
beyand ill bcaring tihe nerves af !ickless str.tugers. 1 was siîîing ii îi.c
smoking-ioant ai the hoali ilht voîtiug .iou-, cotvering over a %wa-odÇure,
and bcwvailin- the incleiiaercy of itis quasti-ioutîhîstn cliniate.

"l1I it fa? titis," 1 iuoana'h. "titat %vu hava lait aur coioriable L.ondon
homne at thie -ncrcy ai a c Yen- c tnîrtciîied( survants ? Is it fur titis that
1 bave sacrificed iy clusb, and my rubber ai wibi~, aini lihe iinuproivtttg
sacietv ai ntv ftietuds? 1% îî foar tItis that tva have cresd the Chattnel in :1
gale ai wind, anud fâced the iit rics ai thue ntcst camlortless raii'vay jatlrtC
in the whole worid ? Is it for titis-"I

'fbhtec's the onmnibtus cie in frot lte station,'1 inîerruiuted Ilalfùtir.
Moare deltudtd ittforîtuates in sc-itn of wartiiiu, 1 sup'pose. llow lte>

mîust bc cursing ibeir docîcrs!
Thc front doer ivas flaîng olicen, lettirg in a glisi of cold air iront without

A lîaavy truffl %ras lut down with a bang tîpoît Ilte stane P )or. Somc
îuoisy, cliterful licrsc-n tanuc sîîanîin- in, lau-ing and talkung witih tht
landiard.a

<CIamr r"ii,. uan the -ti:ir'

Not mtich wroîug ivilî Uss lungs, anysiow,*" reitunrkcd Bialfour.
Coîîld 1 dotibit for a utotinst Ille arigin ùi that trentendons 1,olito-bo

IL ieded ruai Ille ltradlord'. sntiling annotinccntcnt zt Il un <liai

hîvmeer~ ad atiivcd , it nccdt iot %he sigli. of a siahvart, ftr-ciuvclopcu
figure ialhoiing closciv illyo lis liceds ta lard are Ile for Ille agôaizng gril
ai both h3nds wlàcrch)v Coti %idcitîair cvtnced lus jo>' and surparise a
this tnexlpectcd rencwval of otîr irieniîdy relations

lit 3ai down before t fire, st7cicltcd out bis intermuîinable legs, ant
exîîlalncdl ihal lie Iaad gai a nuoîthbs leave of absencn front bîis reginteni
Hc entered at oiue~ int caiut,.rs2tiou îvith wa!îradtould have divuiget
IlIle cause oi lus jouritey tu llycres ii thîc cnureic fbte l'trst five inutes i
1 liad nal contrivcd tu c.tcli his e> a, and chîeck Iiii by a stuccessiont c
hideous grimaces. lie ckaldg thesa signaIs b>' a îvink ai surpassin
crafuincss, andl a laîîgbing cjaculâtionz ai Il Srliioi rchan !' lierrde Pirlit iiidu
pltaudern7," which, sccing ltai ILalfùur spicaks Gernian ats wchI as lic doc
English, was flot exacil>' calculited ta aliny any suspicions ihiat iighl lav
bc.-un ta trouble thai young gcnlcnian's nuind. Sjill, the evcratng passc

off %viîiîout any uutoward incident, and that wus rcaliy more than I had
v'entured ta holic for at firsi.

'l'le next morning I lhad ta introduce thc count to Mrs. Clifford, and ta
titis liuur I cannaI imagina iîaw 1 couid hava beCfl sa insane as ta tell bier
1privately, beforeliaud, that hae was rciatcd ta the Grand Duke of Halbacker.

Sometinies I arn alinost tcînnted ta tîîink that cven white lies-anti
tis ana, I do mtainiain, %vas af biîa most hiarmless order-naver pioasper.

My %ole aitn 'vas ta give my young friand a chance of securing bird.
Clifrard's zood %viil ; but, aias i the result achieved wa; the exact ýc)ftrary,
of îIîie. For illour, %iîo, as I auglit ta have rrnenibercd, had served as
vg//q4gU rit more tin one Germiai court, assured lier that thn grand duke hiad
sio such connc.ýtioîîs, and niy lame explanation thiat I was alwaya înlakinn
iiiistakes about 1people, and that 1 nmust have been thinking of somcebody
eise, did nal auail to prcvent iîcr front scîîin; clown poor Caunt IVaIdeînar
as tri imj.ostor, atnd openiy peaking about film as sucli ta the other ininates
of the boîi. Altogather it was a most uinforlunate occurrence, and did me
intci hiarnin the estimation of timose about nie.

1 have neither ilp:îce uor desire ta speak af the bothieration which
etisted ; af the salemuii %aruing -wbiciî my %vile thought fit ta address ta
Mrs. Seymour ; af the liter's appleatl ta the persan principaliy concerned,
and af muy awn clumsy aîtempîis ta get out af an awkward predicanient.
'l'lie upshoî of a ail wvas that I believe 1 was looked upon, for sartie tinte,
as n,)re or lt.ss of a detected swindicr by cverybody, except, indecd, by my
<lear and excellent coutit, %vho would never have uinderstood the mnean
feeling whici hiad led nie to malze hîim out a greater man than hie was. Nowv
the \*on Ravensburgs ivcre of just as good descent as the Grand Dîikes ci
H-albacker, hae said :and if 1 hid nmade a uie mistake) Who was the worse
for it ? IlTell me, iîny dear Mrs. Scymour, wby does Mrs. Cleefford go out
af the -.oDn wliencver I enter ? Does shie Lake înit berhaps for a p)ccck.
1;ueLic1 1" lie roared with laughîer at titis funny notion.

'l'lie inatter-af-caurse ivay in which Mrs. Seymour liad takeu Count
W'aidamar's sudden appearance upon the scelle puzzled me so much that at
last I fêIt impeiied to ask bier whcthar site hnd not been rather astonislied ta
sec itît again.

IOh, no,' she aitsivcred quietly. Illie lias ivritten ta mie severai ties
since %va partcd at Hontburg, and hie ahvays -poke in itis letters of paying
us a ilying visit in the course af the wviiner."

Oh1, teaiiy," said LI. 1 didn't k-na'v ," and titan I changcd thte l~
A tuait does not reach niy lime of lifé, ncr spend the best part of bal a

cenitury priîiciîîaily in cultivating the socicty af bis feliow.creatures9, ta be
ect1di ized by the flirtations af a prelty w3rnan. Cansc.ousnes. of my own
inany iiafuinitiea lias ever :mitosed ullon nie a large measure of taieration for
tiiose of others ; and wlien ail is said and done, flirting, taken in the
abstirpct, is no very lieinous affence. Nevertbeless, Mrs. Seymaur's conduct
,n the prescrit instance disappainted me. I liad given ber credit for less
vanity and mare consideration fur thc feelings of lier netghbars. WVas il
wvorti tvhie to inflict an expansive and fruitiess journay upon ibis innocent
young Germian, ta st t a, hitherto harmoniaus party by te cars, and ta get
nia iuto trouble %vith Mrs. Clifrard, merely for the amusement of playing aoff
anc admirer against anather 1 1 wvas really vexed with Nirs. Seymour, nd
ahl the mare sa because 1 hiad sen a good deal ai lier during my sojourn at
HIyères, and hiad discovered lthe existence af many excellcnt qualities
becath lier soinewhat conventional extcrior.

At the saine tite I couid flot but admire the skill whhl wihich st
coutrivtd ta receive bath the young inîcn evcry day, and yct so ta arrange
niatters as that their visits shouid flot clasht. 1 mysel, baving so fer
sources of amusement ai comniand in the place, strolied up ta lier villa
îî;etîy frequcntiy, and inwariably found ac or other of thie iivais therc, bt
itever thte twa of tlîei together. Thiere was alwvays sorte pretext, dircctlî
îraceab]!e tu Nlrs. Seymiour'.% influence, for the dismissal af the abtscntee.
Now il w.as illfouir 'dîo liad iaken 'Miss Grey out for a ride ; naw il ras
Cuttnt W-.ihdemair tvlio had kindiy undurtaken ta exectt a (civ conmmis-
sionts ai Toulon. and wto, was ta bc driven back frani the station by Mrs.
Seymtour in lier utan> carniage. Sonictimes the German, someitimes the
Eniglibliman, ivas sent down ta the sea-share, ibrea miles away, ta pick up
the inany calaîed shelis î"hici abound on thiat coast. 1 happen ta have Zn
ecmentary knowledgc af cancboiogy, and 1 had the curiasit>' ta put a fer
attestions ta INrs. Seymour on tbe subject, theroby canvincing myseit tlut
if sbc kneîv a cruszaccan froni a molitîsk it was about as much as she did.
Sha laietgbed when 1 taxed her with deliberat dccit, and frankly admiued
ibat shc b ad faîînd it advisabia to keep lier friends as much as possible

*'lie> did not gel on iveil togeCtier froni the firt.t," she said ; ai dl1
thitîk it is nIways so tnuch better flot ta try aud make people like cach cilla
unless îbcy are inciincd that way. Cotrir %Valdemar is ntuch taa good.

? naîurcd ta, quarrai %witb anybody, but lie lias a way ai criticising you to you
it face, and oi contr.-dicting you flatly if you do flot happen ta agree witb hi,
il wbici people 'Who do not kt'ow hini are sometimes apt ici take amiss. Aatd
1then, you know? lie docs ratdier maonopalize the conversation. WVhcn bcei

t in tic roni nobody eise gals inucb chance of niaking htiniseli itcard, and
Mr. Blfour, wlîo is very wehi-iiormied nud clever, and ail Jhat, is accus

d iomed to bc listcned ta.,,
t. i«>recisciy so ; and titat, af course, is quite cnoughi ta accounit for tn

d good fclli7s listing onc anothcr like poison," said 1, îvitb delicate iran>'.
f IlWcll, you knelw, Englishmen and foreigners hardly cver do marne to
~f bit off," zlha answercd, in thc miort innocent inanner in the world "but 1
g should flot say tbat ilie> batcd one anatbcr."
r The>' did, tlîough, or someîlîing î'ery like fi. Aitliough, awing ta tkt
's able taciics above aliudcd ta, the>' seidom or cvcr met aIs cymo-,*
e cvcry day braugh. thein together balf a dozcn times at lte Haîci d'Oieut;
d and, ta use Mrs. Ciifford's epigr.initaticexpression, thcy nctcr MIu in witi


