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o may roasonably concludo that the pro
posedd 50 ton gun would destroy tho heaviest
armor that it would Lo possible to place
upon an ironclad, and the question of the
utility of any armor becomes an important
one.

Moystsr artillery appears to have reached
its culminaling point whon a gun throwing
1,000lb, shot was produced. It appenrs,how-
over, possiblo to exceed ovon that tremend-
ous woight of projaclile, and the question
which arises is of wlhint possiblo advantage
will it Lo todo sn,  If acaurato precision in
rango and tho patwer of vision had increased
in proportion to the calibre of the gun and
the weight of projectile, then this ferful
weight of motal would be valuable as it
would provent the approach of any hostile
machine within its absolute range—uo siruc.
turo aver yot raised by man beingcapaulo of
resisting the impact of its projectile.  As,
lioweyer, tho doviation is not an exaotly
knowa quantity, and us the eye of tho artil-
lerist aided by tho most po verful teloscope
cannot make "tho largest ironclad floating
battery an available mark at 2Aree miles
rango,and as the caso is exactlyreversed the
monsler gan and its cover affording n safe
and stationary object to tho gunners on
board tho ironclad, thero does not appear to
boe any great advantage gained by thoin-
creaso in size, but on the contrary, consider-
abledanger; inasmuch as it is not ensy for »
gunner to bit a moving object while the
moving objéct will hit the stationary target
to a cerlainty: Any expert in artillery well
know how easily the Devastation for instance
with fwenty-five ton guns could pound such
monztor to pioces with comparative little
risk to horsolf, wwhilo every one of hershots
would be sure to inflict damage on her op-
pooent or its surroundings, Beyond tho
power of piereing tho heaviest armor afloat,
which. may be taken at fifteen inches of iron,
monsler artillery is of no use; it nevercan be
usad insiego operations and asa garrison gun
it will be morc ornamental then useful, Our
Gorman Iriends aro increasing their stock of
thase monsters on the principle of the cele.
brated regiment of Potsdam Grenadiors bo.
cwuse Lthey are tad lnrgo to be useful ; that
they ave likely to bo incfficient is acknow.
ledged by thieir originators and’ it would
secmn Vhrt their whols oxcellenco is that
they will pierce the thickest armor if thoy
chiance to hit it at u favorable range, to keep
outside of which-will be the tactics adopted
by their assailants. Altogether it reminds us
of the Irich duclist whose killing distance
wa3 twelvo paces bub who got killed by
“being put up at fifteen:

“Tho Oslee Zeitung s.ys that the German
Miustry of War has ordered of the firm of
Krupp n 87 cenlimetre coil gun, which mli
bo mnds of tho block of cst steol, weighing
82500 kilogrammes, which attracted 80
much notice at the Viennn Exhibition. This
new gun will Lo of the same calibre as thoe
Krupp 1000- pounder at the last Paris Bxhi-
bition, but it will be very much stronger

than that gum, and .will bear moro than'
double tho chargo of powder, Hithorto lhoi
hieaviost gun in tho Germun navy was 24.
contimetro gun built for tho Konig Wilheln -
nono of tho otherships hnve guns of greater
calibro than 21-centimetres. 1he now frigates
Preussen, Grosser Kurfirs, and Frielrich der
C'rosse aro, howover, to bo provided with 206 |
centimotre guns, and the two frigates now!
being built in London probably with 28
contimolro guns. Tho latter (with the ox-
caption of tho 1000pounder above -mentioned
whicls is now at Kiel) aro heaviost guns used
in tho defenco of the German roasts,  Tho
Ostee Ziitung points out that theso guus,
though useful in close combat, would be
totally incapable of protecting n seaport
ngainst tho bombardment by such ships as
tho Russian Pefer the Great or the English
Fury and Derastation, as thoy are unable to

lerco a plato of from twalve (o fourtoen
inches atb a distanco of from 1000 to 1500
molres, ‘The now 37 centimetre gun, on the
other hand, can pierco 15inch plato ata dis-
tanco of 2000 metres.”

L —— e ——————

We commend to our readers a careful
perusal of the concluding portion of a lec~
tura entitled * ‘Tho Lessons of the Franco-
Prussian War'* by Captain Howoe,R,I.,,which
we republish in this issue, for tho losson it
contains relative to the peculiar plan the
suxiliery forces of the Crown holds in the
British military system, which latter thero is
strong grounds for believing is not in a much
betterstate of organiztion than that unlucky
French army cursed with the double miss
fortunes of inefliciency and indiscipline
facing with undaunted courage, a well
appointed foe in front and assailed Ly ras-
cally trailors in rear.

Notwithstanding tho fact that all the mis-
fortunes of that army has been made
to point a moral and adorn a tale, it has as
yet appoared to bring no warning or incen-
tivo to action to the peoplo.most intimately
concerned in being always in & stato of pro-
paration, inasmuch as thoy have most to
lose. For ouradlves whilo we may profit by
the blunders there is no reason why wo
should copy the vicious syslem inaugurated
in England to praventa sifnilnr catastrophe.

e repriat two article from Broad Arrow
of 14th March, ono on the * Lzpediency of
Short Survice,” in which that fallacy is re
commended as a panacea for tho ovils
afilicling the British Army, The olher is
styled * The Black Book of the Admiralty,”
and is valuable as to pointing to the origin
of ono naval law as well as our municipal
institutes.

41t is asserted that the slowness of our
steam vessels of war is mainly due to the
sizo of their spars and riggingy. A very sim-
pleway of proving or-disproving.this state
.ment, or of ascertaining how mgqlg“spccd is
lost through the vessels being heavily spar-
rod, would be, as one of otir correspondents
suggests, toorder several of the vessels to
develop tholr greatest apeed with all their
spara taut, and untler different conditions of

wind and wave—and then to test theirspeed

under liko circumstauccs, with tlﬁa yards
and spars sens down on deck, and {ho ships
stripped to theie lower masts,

¢ In the opinivon of our corvespondent, alt
tho steam ongines now on hoayd our ships
will havo t» bo consigned to tho acrap heap,
beforo any great speod can bo obtainad {rom
tho acknowledged tine hulls of our ships of
war, Wo agreo with.tho correspondent that
tho slow speod of our vessels s due to inef-
ficient steam machmery, and not to ** heavy
spars and rigging.” .

Tuzabove paragraph taken from the.drmy
and Navy Jouwrnal daes not hit tho true
seorot of tho causo of slow spoed, it is the
result of defective engine power and faulty
construction in the vessels themselves, tho
lines ara faultlest, but the hulls are wretch-
cdly built and therefore cannot bo driven
through the water without serious danger.
Recent experiments should tell our contem:
porary that the United States Navy a2 n
geueral rulo is not contructed as it ought to
have boen, they are merely contractors’
bialls.

A correspondont of tha *¢ Fathior of Lies"
(the N, Y. Herald) furnishes that veracious
sheet with tho following stlory, which, al-
though of course a pure mvention,is good in
its way.

It is o pity that tho effect of clover ** get«
ups'’ by Awmericans is so frequently marred
by somo blunder in names or titles, Itisto
be suppposed that every one knowvs the
family names of tho Argylo pecrago to bo
Campbell, but that is of no consequence to
an American, who puts it down Gordon, pro.
bably by roason of somo association in his
own mind, on somo such principle of
reasoning as that which leads the same in.
genious folk to almost invariably write Nor.
mandy for Normanby. For, says tho smart
American, who think his common schuol
smattering of education all-sufficient,
# Every body knows that Normandy is »
Provinca of France, but whoever heard of
such a hamoas “Normanby’'? thoss British-
ishers don’t know what they are writing 1’

However, hiere is the story s~

“ [Tero is & good story which has not yot
found its wayinto. print, but for the truth of
which I can vouch. Lord George Gordon, &
young man of four and twenty, wishing to
marry a certain young lady, went quite ro.
cently to ask tho permission of his father, tho
duko of Argylo. Tho diuke, a pompous litile
man, replied in effect : ¢ My son, since our
house has been honored by being united to
tho royal famnily I have thought it right to
delegato a dccision on all such matters
to your alder brother, the Marquis of Lorne,
Go, therefore,and congult, him. The Marquis
of Lorno on being applied to said, ¢ My
dear brothor, in a case of importance liko
this I should think it right to ask the decis-
ion of the Queen, the lioad of the royal
family into which I have married.” ‘The
Quoen, on the matter being laid be-
fore har, declared that 8imdo her torrible
bereavement sho had been in the habit of
taking no stops without consulting theDuke
of Ssxoe-Cobourg,the brother of her deceased
husband. To tho Dukp, then, the caso was
veferved and from him a letter was receiveg




