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the peoplo than & House of Representatives,
thoso momboers afforded groat su@fnc&mn to
the Canadian peoplo gonerally s3d g after
events proved kept them from_ being drawn
into the rovolutionary vortex in.ﬂnoh the
other colonics were involved.

‘?Jnst thred ngts recewed the royal

ogx dmg groat
fxo:'n t.ho * Vd'-ﬁl%&‘y _Barty
whose conduct on tlns and other occasions
merits the most sovero sensuo as being the
direct moans of abotting the freason,and
hostility,in, the Colonies,

The House of Assembly of Massachusotts
determined to push matters to oxtremities
when they met in the beginning of the year

1774, eraployed themselves in passing mee
sutes directly contrary to their duty as
Britislrsubjects-and subversive -of all lawful
authority, their fisst actwas to send » mes.
sage to-the Judges-requiring & declaration
from themt whether they mesut. to receive
theirsalaries from.the Assembly.or the Crown;
to this all the Judgas, with the exception of
the Chief Justice truckled tothe.turbulence
of the. Assembly and..consented to receive
their salaries from them,

As thero was no redress in the case.of the
Chief Justice, the Assembly resolved to im-
peach him for an unconstitutional procecding,
a pourae which should have Loen better ap-
plied to themselves, and if the Gevernor had
been anything but the dolt he was, most of
those gentlemen would have been on their
way to England to be tried for treason and
sedition before matters had reached such a
ridiculous climax.

Charges in the form of impeachmeonts was
voted and sent to the Governor and Council
hut were sent back with o message thatno
suthority existed for any such proceeding.
The Assembly 1ot changed-tiie nlode of at-
tack and ‘presented o patition praying for
the removal of the Chief Justice, the Gover-
nor refused ‘to comply and finding the As-
sembly still intent on pursuing an illegal
coursadissolved them in the month of AMarch.

- Early in Msy intelligence atrived of theact
for closing the port of Boston and nothing
could exceedthe xage dnd consternation con-
sequent thereon, especially when the astute
commercial men of that town thoughtwhat a
fine opportunity some other port would
have of acquiring the commerce which once.
centered in theit'own pork,”

That fruitfal-sotirce of all their trouble,
town meeting, was Held, at which o vote was
passed: addxcsSedto‘the inhabitants of the
other Colonicy edtreating them to come
to a joint resclufion to give up all in-
tercourse with’Great Britain ‘in the way of
trade till ths Boston port bill was repealed ;
such o course woilld prove the salvation of
America snd hor liberties, but if they did
not there was (00 much réison to fear that
both would’ be- prostrated under an odious
tyranny; “copies of this résolution were sent
to all the other Colonies, pnd the people of
the noighbouring towns instead of attempt-

ing to profit by theirdistress, offered the use

of, thoir. warohouses and- wharves for tho

mgt;ﬁi}cammg on thoir tade
1iirg of the b had boon resisted

inunll tho Colonips and thiorofore all shared

in the-oriminalitics for’ which Boston-was
about to bo punished, and the desertion of
the causo of thoir bromom would haye bopn
ungmbeﬁxlana pusillanimotis ; tho Asqe{nbly
of Virginia which was:sifting at tho tigio set
the oxamplo of making common csuse with
the Boston Riotars and passed o vesolntion
appointing the first of Juno (the dgy on
which the Boston Part Bill was t0 come into
force) as & day of fasting, prayer, and humi-

liation * to iroplore tho divine imtarposition)
to avert the heavy calamity which threaten-

ed destructionto theircivil rights with “the

-ovils oF a civil'war and to give ére héart-and

one ming - to the people fairly to oppose
every injury to Americanrights.”” Thus the
Boston Puritans called for prayer and humi-
liation wherever they meditated & pieco of
more than'ordindry rascality, and' the Vir-
ginians, apt scholaxs in the country school,
blaspheme the divine attributes by praying
for protection in the perpetration of fraud,
treachery, treason, and opposition o all
constitatiopal law, social and, legal authority,
Just as tho Italian Brigand implores the pro-
tection of the Madonna on robbery and mur.
dor.

As this resolution was ontirely ovtside
the power of the Assembly and & clear en-
croachmont on the Royal prerogative, tho
Governor at once dissolved the Assembly;
but before they separated a private meeting
washeldin the towz at which adeclaration wyas
subscribed that the punishment about to be
iuflicted on tho inhabitants of Boston, to
compel them to pay unconstitutional taxes,
was in truth an attempt on all the Colonir3,
and would prove des ructive to the rights
and liberties of all unless they all intended
to prevent it, and thereforo they remember-
od that an annual congress for all the colon-
ies to deliberate on such gencral measures
as the united interests of America might re.
quire, and concluded with the intention that
a rogard for their fellow subjects, the menu-
facturers of Great Britain prevented them
from giving further at that time.

Itis very evident th ¢ those ex-members
of the Assembly were guilty of sedition, and
what would have been a death blow to their
| aspiring hopes was to treet them ascom.
mon demsagogues and attempt ab least a
prosecution of ecvory one. of them .in
their own counties, a single corrcction at
thisstage would have been. more. than suffi-
cient toturn the whole.affair into. redicule,
but unfortunately the. laxity of the Colonial
Government and the total insbihty. of the
Govornor tended moro to make this incipient
rebellion formideble than the number or
acts of its Isaders. .

Al the other Colonies followed tho ex-
ampleset by v s, and the lstofJune
was very gen\,rally observed gs a-day offast,-
ing, humiliation and praying, -

In the midst of- theexcitement consequent.

Lon tho intelligence received in Boston ro.
| speoting tho closing of tho port, tho nex
Governor Gonoral Gago arrived and was .
coivod with tho usual honors, having 6l
the position of Commander.in. Chxof for many
yoars and being personally known in Bustoy,
he was rospeoted for his amiablo characte
and munners.  But popnlas excitomont nag
osched kiich a height in the Colony as
malko it impossiblo for any porsonal charse
toristio a p:;ﬁ;ﬂg groat energy, decisionang
ability fo Aif~down, and of the latter
qualifications General, Gage,.was totally des.
cient. Tho Assembly met according to cus.
tort} soon after his arrival, and in his 8pecch
delivered at the opening of tho session he
informed them that the Seat of Govornment
‘would bo removed to Salem onr the firstof
June, and thatwas in future to~bs consid.
ered tho capital of the Provinco. This ws
for from being palatable to the member
and thoy presented a petition to the Gover
nor intreating him to appoint & day of ga
eral fasting and prayer, the usual Puries
cover for treason or any othe¥ rascality of
a likenatuge. Of course he declined to com-
ply with very reasonable and anodest re.
quest and soon aftoerwards adjourned the
sossion to meet at Salem on 7th June. Dur
ing this intorval lotters were receaved frox
the other Colonies who had warmly espoused
the views of the people of Massachusens
who were by this encouragement confirmed
in their resistance to the authority of Par
liament. When the Assembly met at Salem
their first act was to pass a resolution de
claring the expediency of a General Congres
for all the Colonies, and appointing five of
the most violont of their own members to
reprosent them therein, voting a sum of
money to defray their expenses. Justly
fearing that their own dissolution would fol
Jow the moment this illegal document sar
the light thoy followed it up by anothe
declaration of their sentimentson the pre
sent state of affairs, recommending to thex
constituents whn.t. measures they wished
them to pursue, lam. .ting their presentt
uation, obliged to struggleagainst the heavy
hand of power; that their petitions to the
King and Parliament had been disregarded,
that it was apparently the design of the
British Government to destroy the free con-
stitutions of the Colonies and to erect i
their stead the systems of tyranny and arbit
ary sway incompatible with liberty and
totally subversive of their constitutional
rights. Tho people of the Prot.nces wer
required to obstruct as far as in their power
the execution of such evit desigus, and for
this purpose to give up as much as. possible
oll intercourse with Great Britamn till all
their grievances should.be completely e
drassed. This resolution,- at_oncp treason
abls, scditious and enhrely :putsnle their
funchons 28 5 ropresentative Assembly, ws
palsed on the 17th of June, tho Govemor

bem immediately informed thereof at once
dissolved the Assémbly, which was tho last

‘held under tho charter of the I’novmce of
Massachusetts.



