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A~ Tiig C. E. CoxvENTION BRANTIORD.

The moeting of this morning illustzates anothor phaso of the
O. E. movoment. Hitherto, in tho sossions of this Convention
we have seen how brethren in Christ from all Evangelical denomi.
nations can meot togethor and deliborato (without any notes of
disoord; how best in a genoral way to advanos the interests of our
common Cbristianity , while here and now, consistent with what
bas been done an? in acocrd with the model ounstitution by which
this society iv regulated, o meotas Prosbyterians to plan how this
groat movemens can bost be utilized, to advance tho causs of
Christ through that Choroh which becauso of its principles, polity
and historioal associations, affords us a oongenial home. But it
is & Presbytorian Rally.

The word Rai'y s¢ems tohave a warlikoapposition. It suggesis
soattered, disheartoncd foroos. It implics the nooed of anity and
organization aoder somo great leador to effective warfaro againat
a common and a powerfal cnemy. Buot we are not here to acknow-
ledgo defoat. We are hero to scknowledge our need of more fully
realizing tho powor of tho enemy and the necessity for united,
vigorous, continnod and well directod effort, under the guidance
of the Lord of Hosts, to vanquish the serried ranks of sin and
Batan. Nor has any charch more inspiring associations than our
own home with & grander history of devotion and adheronoo to
principlo in the midst of fiery persecution ; now possesses a galaxy
of nobler names who have suffered for Christ and the covenant,
or more sigoalized themselves in dovotion to Christ in missionary
enterprivo.

As wo think of hor venerated sainta of olden days as well as of
Lier conssoratod sons of more rooont times, who have not counted
their lives dear to them bat at ihie call of God have promptly gone
oat to heathen pations, faciog danger and endaring death for
Christ's sake, may e not roverontly in viow of such a record apply
10 oursolves tho words of Paul as ho passed in roview the achiave-
ments of tho mighty dend. ¢ Besing we also are compassed aboat
with 80 groat a clond of witnossos, let us lay asido every weight
and thoain that doth so easily bosst and run wish pationce tbe
raco that is set before us Jooking unto Joeus,”

From the vantsgo ground aopon which wo as a ohurch, in the
good providencs of God stand, thers is no oxcuse for indulging
pessimistio views as to tho fatare, ncither does it afford reasor
for rolaxing, but rather redonbling our activity and earnest, con-
soorated effort. Thore is constant ocoasion for watchlalneas, espooi-
ally in doveloping and directing tho onergies of our yoang people.
11 the ondeavorers of this docade are trained to work, the average
church membors of tho noxt generation will occupy an advanced
position, and bs bettor prepared for active servico for tho Master.
Tho Church of to day has many fislds of usefulness thrown open
but comparativoly few who stop forward saying *“ hero am I send
me sead me.” Thoe Church that enlists and wisely dircots the
enthusiastic activity charactoristio of the yonuog, in the Church
that will accomplish much for tho causs of Christ in the futare.
No other society 80 far a8 I am awarois sv well adapted fo- this
as the C, E. embracing as i$ does sach a varicty of talent, and
insisting as it does most emphatically upon loyally to Christ
throogh the Charch with which the Bocioty may be ident:fied.
Tho programme in yoar hands for thia donomination Rally indi-
oates that the deliberations of this morning are intonded to guide
Endeavorors in thsir work for the Church. Shall we not look to
God for the guidance of His Holy Bpirit that ths oonclusicns
arrived at may be for His glory.

Pastoral Instruction in the Home.

1t 18 quite passible that, in the development of tho Sabbath-
school, and the introduction of apocial meetings and ovangelistic
scrvices, the duty of pastoral instruction in the home has been
undorvalucrd and neglocted, says the Umited Presbiterian. Wo
donbt not that tho change has been with scrious loss. Rejoicing
in tho great results attained by the Sabbath-school, and the new
life infussd by the direct, personsl addr~sin the special aervices,
we fecl that the fleld of the home is sa important, that nothing
should bepermittod to encroach upanit.  Everywherolamentation
1a made that it 15 diffic °1t to secture the attendance of the children
upon tho stated servics, and that tho transition, which yoars
bring about, is often from tho Sabbath-school to tho world, instead
of into the Church.  May ot the explanation bo found, in part,
in the gap that has formed, and appears to bo widening, between
the paster and tho childrenin theirhomea® The Sabbath-school 13
in charge of athers,! ne pastor being practically subordinate. When
hoaddresses the school, he spoaksto the wholo body, but often fails
10 establish in the wdividual, the feeling of personal relationship.
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This is not 8o 2f ho in a visitor in tho home, and there comes into
the life of tho children. He meots with them personally, his
words havo a directness to the individual which they did not have
in tho public address, and, in numberless ways, the peraonal
elemont bocomes stronger, and tho power of tho pastor becomos
groator.

Much has boen written of tho old.time pastoral visits, and of
tho childron s droad of tho coming of the mumister. Much of tlnus
18 caricaturo, and for what was real, the epirit of the times was
largoly resporsible. Isisian the power of tho minister to make
his vimit wolcome. If he comes with the authority of an ccclos.
1astte, with the wannor of a toacher of theology, and tho sevenity
of an oxaminor, ho may well be dreaded ; but if he comes as the
minister of Chriss, with worls of sympathy and love, with kindly
cheer, and wholesome instruction, with cordial encouragement and
fathorly confidonce, ho wiil 8ad himsell always a welcome viator,
and will seo tho children and young poople gather closo about him
in love, ‘ooking to bum for counsel and ready to stand by hum o
his work.

e hava before us a case in which a young pastor, on his first
visit to a certain home, found that the childron wore so much
afraid of him thet they had hidden from him. Afterwards tbhoy
leatned to love and trust him, he became their friend in whom
they confided, and they took their placo with mm 1in the church
and the Master s work. Other pastors, whose ministry we know,
como to our mind. They have bcen many yoars in the same charge,
and have come to tho age when vacancies would not consider thair
names, and yet their power continues to grow. The children of
their early ministry aro now tho activo workers. Their lives aro
terwoven, and the children of to-day arc walkipg in the stops of
their parcnts, with their handsin the hands of thoir pastor, and
their bearte, also, 1n his kesping. It is not strango that we find
their congregations intolligent, hiberal, full of zeal, and with
growing power.

We recently heard a pastor say that ho and his session have
rosolved not to hold special sorvices during tho coming seaton, bug
instead thereof to reaume the old time house to houso family visita.
tionand instruction. YWecommend thelatter part of theresolution,
but would combine with it, as its proper complement, the most
earncat and direct preaching of the gospel in special services for
all the people.

Rome’s Care of the Bible.

Archbishop Carr made a gallant attempt in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, Mclbourne, Australia, on Suuday night, to prove how
friendly and cven paternal, bas been the office which the Romish
Church has aiways hold over the Bible. The Bible, indced, the
Archbishop would almost have us belicve, is the private invention
of the Romish Church, its magnificent gift to the world ; and but
for it, wo aro assured, ** thers migat bono Bible to-day ™! The
Romish Church, in a word, has been a sort of ecclesiastical
Providenco which has kept the Bible from simply disappoaring.
This is, perhaps, tho most amusing inversion of history on record.
The Romish Church, it scoma, bas kept the Biblo in existenco—or
has rather preserved it from being a more source of mischief—by
modestly undertak’ag thoe duty of being its ** authoritative inter-
preter.”  Archbish)p Carr goos ob to contend that, * without the
authority of the (hurch, thero is nosafo means of proving the
inspiration of Script are.” The Chorch, in a word, is proved by
the Bible to be Divine, and then the Church in return proves the
Bible to boinspired. This is Maynoothlogic! His Graco doclares
that ¢ the principlo that the Bible isv o sole rule of faith” is
wickod, a mere dovice of the cnemies of religion, and ho claims for
his Church that, {from the beginnings of her history, she has boen
“the jealous guardian, tho faithful witnoss, tho authoritative
interpreter, and the prudent and roverent dispenser of the Bible.”
Mrs. Partington, on a famous occasion, explained how she **loved
to 800 a populous minister dispense with the gospel”! Aud while
Archbishop Carr doscribes tho Romish Chur-h as *“the prudent
dispenscr of the Bible,” a study of herhistory and hterature, we
foar, would show that the slight changoin that language 1s neces-
sary. She *prudently ” dispenses wuh the Bible!

QOne good mother is worth a hundred schoolniasters.—George
Herbert,

Tha mother's heart is the child’s schoolroom.—Henry Ward
Beecker.

All that T am, or bope to be, I owe to my angel mother.—Lin.
coln.

Tho future destiny of the child is tho work of the mother.—
Napoleon.




