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fur rny Master. 1 tbink be is in MnY heart to-day. 1 thank you for not giv-
ing nme up long ago; 1 tbank you for your prayers and close questions. They
always nmade tue fée, if 1 did not show it.»

Tears of joy filled my eyes as I read this note, and ganthouglit of the
promise, ,inu due season ye shall reap, if ye faint not."

INSANITY AS RETRIBUTIVE.
In the December number of' Ifours at ilome iB an article by Dr. I3uslmnell

on Insanity, in which he takes the ground that insanity in many cases, tiiougl
not in al, is retrièutive. 0f course lie admits that aometiwos good mon,
those who are of saintly life, bave been afflictcd 'with this terrible umalady.
But these are exceptions, and do flot dostroy the general rule. I think be sus-
tains his position. But bis treatment of the subjeet zontemplates ouly the
facts and isilosophy of insanity as witnessed in this ZH/e. May ire not go
one step further, and regard insanity, 'witb its ahinost endiesa vnriety of inani-
festations, as one of the chief instruments or elements of retributive sufferitig
in the hife to, corne?

Thiis idea was first isuggested to me sonie six years age, by a very intelligent
physician (a member of my congregation), asking nie if I bad ever thouglit
of mental derangeinent as an eleinent of torture in the world of woe? lu
illustratinu of bis meaning, he related a case whieh came under bis observa-
tion CI need not repeat it here), but I oaa nover forget bis comment upon
it. Said lie: Il t iras the only tinie in my whole Iifb that the hair of iny
head actually arose bristhing with horror, aud froin that time the phrase 'baot
soul' bas borne a new significance to, me."

What is insanity ? Ia angwering this question I shall not aum nt scientifie
or teclinical precision ; but nt a general and coniprehensive definition. In-
sanity ombraces ail those states of mental derangement which result froin a
loss of proper cond roi over one's mental faculties and actions,-intchlee-titzl,
emnotional, or vohuintnry. I amn airare thant this definition is open to criti;s.
So la every definition of insanity that bas been giron.

I suppose it is safe to assert that the severest suffrings ever experiencod
by men in this world, are those wbich accompany, and aceui to, resuit fron,
these states of mental derangemont. It le doubtful whethcrthewial of the tor-
ture rooms of the Spanish Inquisition ever echoed to such heart-rending
sbrieke and groans as may often be heard in the insane asylum, thougli,,
that asyluni bo conducted upon the most humnane principhes. No alnQunt of
mere physical agony eau wring fromn the sufforer auch yells of horror and
groane of anguish, as corne from the bosoru of the victim of delirium trem2ens.
Suoli mental anguish far surpasses ail that 'we know of physical pain and
suffering.

The sufferinges of tbe victini of delirium tremens are plainly retributive. 1
ami stronghy iuclined to thitik that thoy are also truly and ia a high dcgree
typical. Did you over know a fully devoloped case of this disease ini srhich
thre victini did flot imagine (?) that he saw serpents and devils. The
qjuestion often arises iu my mid, Why do w. find such marked uniforraity in
the experience *of this class of sufferers?1 Does it, or does it not, mean any-
thing? Is il a mere fancy, ait idl conjecture, to suppose that thie rnoa,
point to, tihe direct agency of one who, according to, thre Seriptures, bas much
to do with man's sins here, and io wilh have to do with bis punishrnent
hereafter-even "1Thse Dragon-that Old Serpent which ie thse Dovil and
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