THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

3

THE TEA HOUSE OF JAPAN,

Writtzn for The Register,

The onward march of Weatorn civi-
lization is fast supplanting native
oustoms, habits and wethods. A walk
down tho principal streets of Tokio
would now bo disappointing to tho
curious traveller intent on seecing
* thinyg Japanese * in their native and
pristino simplicity. Street cars, olec.
tric lights, telegeaph peles and bicy-
cles, all tend t2 rendor thescono too
familiar and prosaio for tho most
imaginative to grow enthusiastic over.
Among the fow institutions that have
succossfully escaped the contagion of
modern influences is tho tea-house,
There ono may enter without fear of
being confronted with electric call-
bolls, or waiters arrayed in conven-
tional dross-suits Japan under the
old regime is faithfully mirrored tnall
the surroundings, und though ono may
occasionally seo there a stray fork or
spoon yet it i8 a ‘‘ror clumantis in
deserto,’ and geems peoulinrly out of
place, a strangor in 8 strango land.
Thore are of coursec many different
grades and classes of these houses,
from the simple wayeido house where
the visitor sips his tiny cup of green
tea, and partakes of a modest plateful
of swoetmeats to the large and more
pretentious establishments with ther
retinud of servants and suwmptuous
bill-of-fare. But the differonco is
morely ono of sizo and price, and they
all closely resemble one nnother in
essontial charaoteristice. The Euro-
pean guest must remove his boots on
ontering ; the spotless mastresses aro
never defiled by contact with anything
that touches the ground in walking.
With the native of course it is an easy
matter to stop off the grta, or wooden
sandals,

Having seated yourself, you pre-
sontly see a pretty nesan or waitress
with gaily colored robes, and perhaps
a touch of rouge and a suspicion of
powder on her brown cheeks, glide into
{he room with tea and confectionery.
She squats down on the floor very
gracefully, (chairs are never seon in
theso places), and having poured out
your tea, will probably enter into con-
versation, not betraying the slightest
signs of either hesitation or shyness ;
and no matter how personal ber ques
tions become, you caunnot find it in
you to take offence, so artless and
naive i8 her manner. An English
traveller tells of how one of these
waitresses after asking him every con-
ceivable question, found bim to be a
widower with three children, and
straightway offered to marry him.

Should saveral in & party visit one
of these places, the girls respectfully
retire after supplying refreshments,
and if their presence is again required
it is quickly ubtained by the simple
natural cxpedient of clapping the
hands. A party of natives is often
reen seated in a circle and sipping
saki, Japanese wine from tiny cups in
a very mysterious and solemn manner.
In proportion as the fumes of the
wine graduslly mount to their heads
this solemnity disappears, their faces
aro relaxed into cheerful smiles and
their punctilious politeness is replaced
by a more free and easy manner.
Soon danung girls appear on the
scene, and in a very short tiue the
party are having an uproariously good
time which continves late into the
night.

Unless a regular meal is ordered tho
bili is not called for, the guests leaving
what they think sufficient on the tea-
trays. If a party make a long stay
and fare sumptuously, in addition to
the regular bill, the waitresses are
invariably rewarded by an honoranum,
in proportion to the means and gener
osity of the givers.

A tea-house of any size, usually
boasts of a beautiful littlo garden, fitted
up as only the Japaneso can, with a
little pond, spanned with tiny bridges,
and in which wild water lilica are

growing, while beautiful carp and gold
fish aro seen gleaming and darting to
and fro among tho stones and water
planta, A guest can always bo assured
of being royally treated at ono of theso
old-fashioned places of entortainment,
and a visit to ono of them cannot fail,
in tho words of the Mikado in the
opera, to afford ** a source of imnnocent
merriment, of innocent merriment."”
"When cherry blossoms are in ecason,
the tea bouses frequently servo chorry
bloasom tea, made by steeping the
blossoma in hiot water. Tl o result is
o dolicious drink, slightly bitter, set
plensant to the palate. Of sweot-
meata there is a great variety. The
onkes made of rico flour and flavored
with peppermint, cto., aro in great
favor, while other cakes of every color
and sLapo aro to bo had in abundance.
A fomiliar and {o European eyes an
unpleasant - looking article, is tho
shushi, mado of cakes of boiled rico, on
tho top of which nre laid thin layers
of raw sardines, This is o wery
Fopulnr dish, and when onco the taste
188 beon acquired — and it is an
acquired taste—thoy are not bad eat.
ing in epite of their unsavoery appear-
anco. In tho better classes of tea
houses, one can got the unaye meshi,
tho most delicious dish to the foreign
tastvin the whole Japanese menu. It
is prepared by spitting eels upon strips
of thin bamboo, and tken roasting or
frying them, and when done serving
them upon rice, with yhoyu or Japa
nese snuce to flavor. The wnayi-
meshi is a dish which the writer has
no lesitation in recommending for
trial to the most fastidious gourmet,
and is satisfied that once tried, 1t will
find lasting favor.
In the evening the verandahs are
gaily festooned with many colored
lanterns, and the guests, clothed in
their loose and flowing robes, pass the
evening in conversation or amuse
themselves by playing different games.

JHen Go and Japanese cards aro among

the most fawmiliar games with which
the Japaness wlula away the cool

hours of the evening. Go is chiefly
played by clderly men to whose staid

temporament the more lively games of
the young people are distasteful. In
principle it is much like chess, and is
quite as scientific. Go moku nariubi,

familiarly known in this country as
Go-bang, is & very mnuch modified form

of this game, and is considered quite

boneath the dignity of the prac-

ticed Go player. Ken 18 a very
exciting game to watch, and a group
playing it presents o very strange and
fantastic appearance to the uninitiated,

who might imagine them to be per-
forming mysterious rites to some un

known god, wero not merry peals of
laughter and o constant interchange
of pleasantries an inseparable adjunct.
As many persone as wish to play it
squat around in a crcle and make
certain signs with their hands. These
signs are in themselves no easy matter
to learn, especially whem they follow
one arother with lightning rapidity.
Every sign has its counter sign, and
the person failing to give the correct
counter-sign pays & certain penalty
previously agreed upon, Itis & never-
failing specific for a fit of the blues
snd never leads to ill-feeling or bhard
words. These and many more sights
aro to be seen in any tea-house m
Japan. The waitresses and the gen-
eral guests are always polite and good-
natured, and nothg that could offend
the sensibilicy of the most fastidious
is ever seen or heard in them.
The singing of the dancing girls in an
adjoining spartment, separated only
by a thin sliding door of bamboo net-
work covered with paper, might sound
discordant and uomelodious to ears
not trained to enjoy Eastern muaie,
and which consequently cannot appre-
ciate the besuty of the wild minor
strains, which these daughters of the
flowery land lustily chant forth, to the
great edification and delight of the
pleasure - sceking Japanese. At no

merry-making or occasious of.festivity

aro theze fair singers cover absent,
May tho tea house with ita varied
attraction and its old fashioned cus.
toms long continuo to successfully ro-
mist tho disintegrating wfluence which
tho advons of foraigners and foregn
manners is oxerting on all the customs
and institutions which have made
Japan a favorite spot for tho curious
tounst, tho travelling artist, and the
writer of books of travel.
-
Imperativo Necd of Inteliigent Faith.

Tho argumeonts advanced againat re-
ligion arg moro plausible now than for
merly, beeauso urged in tho name and
with tho authority of scienco ; tho poi-
son of crror is most subtle and ost
potont whore its existenco ie least sus-
pected. It is found in bhooks, nows.

apers, megszines ; in works of art,

istory, literature, philosophy, sud roli-
gion, as woll as acience ; it is concealed
in sormons and public discourses, avd
oft-times plays bavoo in the simplest
social gatherings. Everything that
comes under tho mnagioc spell of acicnce
—and kere I mean infidel and sgnostic
science—is affected by tho ubiquitous
poison. The wholo intellectual utmos-
phero is polluted with it, and the only
saving antidoto is a strong, heelthy, in-
telligent faith,

1 lay special stress on intolligent
faith, because this it is which is often,
alas ! 5o sadly lacking. If our people
were better instructed in the orrors and
mothods of the dominant teachings of
the day, they would not o 80 vxposed
as thoy now are. Forowarned, it is said,
is forearmed, but forewarning in the
present crisis is not suflicient. We
must arm those who look to us for help
and guidance with tho helmet of faith
snd the shield of impregnable trath.
We must meet the enemy on their own
ground, and assail them in their chosen
coigne of vantage. We must show
that thoe scicnce on which the cnemica
of the Church are wont to rest their caso
is sham science,or a scionce misapplied ;
that their proofs are but assertions
without foundation in fact; that their
premisos aro fallacious, or that their
conclusions aro false and unwarranted.

A Famous Painter to Becomo a Monk.

James Tissot, tbo world famous
French paiater, is about to become a
monk of La Grand Chartreuse. Tissot's
remarknble soriesof picturesillustrating
“The Lifc of Christ,” it will be recalled,
was one of the attractions at the salon
in the Champs do Mara this year. This
work attracted great attention, especi-
ally in the religious world, and the pic
tures wero widely commented upon.
Tissot formerly had a studio in London,
and there be painted sowo of his finust
works, among them being * Ball on
Shipboard,” *London Visitor,” and
The Thames." He isin his fifty-eighth
year.

The earliest method of spinning was
by tunching a few fibers and rolling
them into a thread with the bands.

A cathedral is being built in honor
of St. Vincont de Paul at Tanis, on the
very spot where the saint was sold asa
slave in 1609.

The death is announced of the Abbe
Fortin, parish priest of Chalotte, near
Montargs, whose worksuponastronomy
mado bim a great authority in French
agricultural districts.

Twelve Frauciscan Fathers labor for
the salvation of souls in Alexandria
Egypt. Onevery Sunday and bolidaye
thoy doliver six sermons to tho faithful
in six different langusagea.

FaqGED OuT.— None but thoso who have
becomo fagged oat, know what a depresscd,
miscrablo gccling it is. All streogth is gone,
and dospondency has taken hold of the
sufferers They {ccl as thongh thereis noth-
ing to Hve for. Thero, howover, is a cure—
ono box of Parmelcos Vegotablo Pills will
do wonders in reateriog hoalth and atrength.
Mandrako and Dandclion are two of the
articloa ontering into the composition of

Parmeloo’s Pills,

Archbishop Corrigan,

A writer in the Now York sl
givea a graphio sketch of Most Rov.
M. A Currigan, the distingutshed me.
tropolitan of Now York, which presenta
somo intresting viows about thie char.
acter and homo lifo of this worthy son
of tho cburch. ‘'Che writer is probably
a ncn.Oatholic, but he aims to be hon.
cat and fair.  Ho writes as follows:

In speaking of himaclt his grace is
modest,

[ am only a plain pricat, not wiso
or clover," ho will toll kis visitorr. I
nover had the art to writo & book, to
originate a grent work, to ovolve a great
idea. I amcontent todo my duty asa
priest in oy own way. I am notin-
tercesting.”

His staturo is above that of the gen-
cral, and in bishop's robes, with alb and
witre, ho appeared not only tall but
almost stately.

Ring or knockat tho door of the arch-
vishop's residence on Madison avenue,
somo vvoning, and when a trim waiting
maid has looked you up and down, in-
spected your credentiols, and convine-
ed hersolf that you arec not on ovil
bent, you may be ushered through a
lofty hall into a squaro and silent ante.
room,

Shouid you be fortunate onough to
know his grace cro loog bisstop will be
heard coming down thoatairs, and pro.
sontly a quiot pricst, in a dark soutane
cdged with red, will walk towarde you,
holding out his band. This you may
grasp or kiss according to your faith,

In his expansive moments ho settles
himeelf in his chair, stretches himself
comfortably, looks you squarely in the
face and chats away.

His graco is at his best on these
occasions.

Ilo is a very firm bheliever in the
valuo and the power of prayer. He
swears by faith more than by works,
though be works constantly,

His favorits books are first, the
immortal *Linitation," and next a Span-
ish work, * Tho Spiritual Guide."”

We may imagino that, if Heaven bad
willed that he should not be what ho
is—a pricst—DMichael Augustin Cor-
rigan of Newark would bave made an
able, admirable lawyer.

In the days when ho was president of
Scton Hall, the famous college, his
choicest comrade was the future barris-
ter, Frederick R. Coudert.

Ho and Coudeit would spend bours
sud hours togethor—arguing possible
cases, thrashing out nice points, and
drawing legsl inferences.

His Graco's strength lies in his love
of detail, bis doggedness, his tenacity.
He may not fly high, but ko burrows pu.
tiently.

Ho takes deep interest in sodalities,
in rovivalg, in the adjustment of old
pious schemes to modern circumstances,

The Catholic summer school he late-
ly visited at Plattsburg is an example
of revivalism. Hisgrace would tell you
tint the early Christians bad something
very like the Plattsburg lecture plan,

You could not well imagine any man
more different than his grace from
his great forerunners, Archbishop
Hughes and Cardinal McCloskey.

Acrchtishop Hughes, all fire and flame
and light and energy ; & zealot.

Cardinal McCloskoy, more mild and
sweet ; a temporizer ; & peacemaker.

From his youth upward his heart
turned towards the church. Ho wish-
ed to bo and worked to be a priest.

“ Only a plain priest,” wholongs to
work out bis own quiet way.

But destiny has brought him more
than this. °

The Pope bas mado the plain priest
one of his high archbishops.

Tn another columo will be foppd ar open
letter fron: 8 prominent physician relating
tho facts of a curo of constmption after the
patient had reached the last staces of this
bithorto unconyuesid discaso. T.o stato-
ments made are really remarkable, and mark
another advanco in the progress of medical
scionce. Qur readers will find tho article
well worth a carcful porusal,




