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BLEBSED GERARD MAJELLA.

Lay Broiher of the Congregation of the
Meaat Holy Redecmer.

As we had occasion to speak of the
Triduum colebrated in honor of blessed
Gorard In a recent number, a basty
glance at tho lifo of this holy brothor
will not, it is hoped, bo uninteresting
to theo reader.

Blessed Gorard Majolln may be said
to he one of the grandest phenomenn
of tho Church of tho eighteonth cen-
tury, He is in {aot one of the purest
and most cultivated flowers of Catholio
myaticism ; one of thoso great, iu-
comprolieneiblo souls whoso deeds—
mirasles—and whose hifv constitute an
unintoerrupted intorcourao with heaven.
Ho is one of those brilliant sturs that
appear from tiuo to time in the firma
mont of the Church and usually exer-
ciso o powerful inflnonce over men
whom the nigbt of infidelity threntens
to overtako.

In Basilicate, a proviuce of the king-
dom of Naples, on the slope of the
Appennines, in & most charining spot,
lies the littlo town of Muro. In the
courso of centuries thore came forth
from this pretty hittle town many able
men, who shed lustre on their native
plaze by tho splendour of their piety,
their reputation for learning, and cven
by the laurels which they had gather-
ed on the battle field. Porhaps never
i Muro wad there born a child that
was destined 1n so extraordinary s
manner by sanctity nmi power of
miracles to become the joy of its
native place as the child known later
on as Brother Gorard Majella. This
child was born on the 6:h of April,
1726. Gerard's parents were poor in

tlis world's goods, and were obliged

by the work of their hands to support
their clnldren.  Uf the four surviving
children Gerard was by far the most
pious; and his perfect innoceuce,
united to a lively fmith, merited for
him many heavonly favors. Gerard
was hardly five years old when, kneel-
ing one day before n statue of the
Blegsed Virgin n a small solitary
church dedicated to our Blessed Lady
of Capotignagno, he sees the Infant
Jesus leaving the armsof His mother,
and after having engaged with him
for some time in child-like play, gave
him a small, dazzhing white loaf of
bread. When he was soven years old,
his heart longed to receive his Jesus
in Holy Communion. One morning,
assisting at Mass, he presented him.
sclf at the altar railing to receivo his
Jesus with the reat of the faithful.
Bat on account of his tender age be
was refused. The following night,
bowever, bis patron, St. Michael, gave
him the Divine Blood which the priest
had refused him the day before.

The first decade of Gerard's life had
passed away, and with it the purely
paradisiacal period came to an end.
Bide by side with all the graces and
favors of heaven, that which played in
hig aftar life the principal part is—the
Oross. About tins time death took
away his good father. He was ap-
prenticed to a tailor, that he might
leatn the trade of his father and be-
come the suppor: of his family. Ger-
ard sees himsell maltreated by the
foreman of the vworkshop, a brutal,
unprincipled man, but he bears up
with inviceible prtience. A little
later on he enters the service of a man
of very churlish disposttion, and here
again the principal virtue he had to
practice was patience. So ill-temper-
ed and harsh was this man towards
his servants, that bardly any one was
found willing to entec his service.
Gerard, however, joyfully embraced
this opportunity to practice self-denisal,
and served this repulsive man for
three years with great clieorfulness.

When hiz wmaster died the thought
of forsaking the world and entering a
reoro perfect sfute of lifo took posses-
sion of his soul. Meanwhile tho time
was approaching when Gerard shounld
s0o hiz most ardent wish fulfilled, and

should reach the haven of the religious
stato. Tho religious socioty for whioh
God had destsined him as one of its
first and brightest ornninents was tho
Congregution of the Most Holy Re.
deemior. In 1748 tho Redemptorists
gave a mission in his native place.
Qorard was not long in recognizin
tho oxcollent spirit which animate
these missionaries, and he held them
in such esteem that he begged to be
admitted as o Iny brother to their
order. 'I'ho Superior, however, per-
cotving liiz emactated countenanco and
wasted flgure, and considering him
unable to sustain the onorous dutivs
required by the Iustitute, refused to
receivo him.  But what avails human
prudenco against the bold and inven-
tivo love of the Sweints? Gorard
repeatedly asks to bo admitled as a
lay brother. 1lis poor mother under-
took to combunt Gerard's heart with
the weapons of matecnul tenderness,
ond begged him several times, with
tears in ber oyes, not to abandon her
who waa his mother. Yot as much as
ho loved his mother; ho loved still
moro the Beloved of his Soul. Bidding
o last farewell to his father’s house he
begs once more to be received. At
last his request is acceded to, and he
ia received into the religious order.
‘Phus, in the year 1749, Gerard began
his religious life.

Gerard hved but five years after he
became n Redewmnptorisy; but what
vears! One is filled with wonder lo
read 1n ng life all that he did in such
a short spnce of time. To speak in
tho language of Rome: ¢ From his
infancy Gerard was united to Jesus
Chirist, the true spiritual vine. In his
youth he was stil more intimately
united to i, but a3 a rehigious he
united umself perfect.y to the Divine
Lover of souls,” Henceforth, to use
our Lord's own words, ** this fruitful
branch bore abundant fruit " —fruits
of virtue.

The virlues most necessary for a lay
brother, ssid St Alphonsus, are
humility, obedience and patience.
Gerard was a model of these virtues
Behold this humble lay brother how
he works witl.out comnplaining in the
different houses of the order ; anything
is gond enough for him: the mos:
menial labors, cast off garments, acts
of obedience the most unbieurd of.
He was obliged to submit to many a
reptimand, not that he deserved them,
but God, wishing him to become a
perfect disciple in the School of the
Cross, sent many severe trials. Is he
compelled to walk on the thorny road
of mortifieation —he is happy. Does
obedience bid him leave the solitude
of the cloister to mix with the noisy
world—he does it most cheerfully.
Are his inclinations contradicted —he
recalls to mind his humble origin in
the midst of the lavors God showers
upon him, Ho is the first to humble
bhimself; he seeks humilintions and
they come to him ; but not a murmur,
not & complaint escapes his lips, for
he is happy in the midst of all.

Hlis obedience was great because it
wag blind. 1lis supariors bad to be
carcful m giving him commands, for
he carricd them out to the very lotter.
1le creeps into the oven of a baker's
shop when he is told in & jocose
wmanner ** 1'a Finforna /' * Go, and
creep snto the oven.” A lady hears of
this and laughbs at what ghe calls a
foolish and extravagant act, but it was
not long before she had to bave re-
course to this poor fool’s (as sha called
him) intercession  Hig virtue is often
put to the test by a very strict Su-
perior,but his humility is only equalled
by his obedience. In a word, any one
may give Inm a command, and he
obeys immediately.

Patienco i3 another virtue which he
practised in an heroic manuer. Gerard
wus not always closed up in the con-
vont. Heis appointed to bo a gathorer
of alms ; he occasionally acts as peace-
maker botweer: families ; he goes from
door to door collecting for his convent.

Buraly ho has opportunities cnough in
theso various avocations to practico
thia virtue—to bear up with injuries.

Ono day ho was brutally beaten by
s favmer. But Gorard's meckness dis-
armnsg tho ruffisn, Ho asked him to
})lnce him on his horas and accompany
tim home. When both arrive at the
convont, ho begs the Superior to re-
ward the man for his kindness, whilst
ho himself lavishes on him all manner
of kindness, though hie kind broken the
puor brother's ribs with the but end
of his muskot. Later on in life s more
terriblo trinl awaits him. Tho venom-
ous footh of calummy attncks hie
honor, for o terrible acocusation is
brought agnainst him. Mo can casily
justify himsoelf, but he does not. When
his innocenco beeame manifest, Dt
Alphousus asked him why he remain-
ed silont under the calumny. Ho
mercly answered : ¢ My Father, I
have sworn to keep my rule, and that
tale forhids me to oxcuse mf'solf."
Ono can easily understand why 8t,
Alphonaus said later on: ¢ Gerard
wag 9 prodigy of regular obszervance.”

Tho love of God produces love of
men. Who i8 a saint if it bo not he
who loves God with his whole heart,
and his neighbor as himswvl{? Blessed
Gorard showed his for God and for
his neighbor by the wonderful con.
versions lie wrought, the reconcilia.
tions of enemies hie brought about,
and the wonderful cures he performed.
11is renown as a miracle worker was so
great that it preceded him wherever
he went, and crowds flocked from all
sides to seek bis aid.

The poor, however, were the espesial
objects of his love. For them he
worke 1 the most stupendous miracles.
Fishermen's boats were miraculously
saved. In distributivg bread to the
poor it multiplied 1n his hand, armed
with the Sign of the Cross: little
childron, and mothers in cases of
difiicult confinoments, are the speocial
object of his eare. Even now a doys
at Foggia, and wherever he is best
known, pregnant women have a pic-
ture of bim, and invoke his name with
devotion. Who can tell how many
poor sinners he converted from their
evil ways? What scandals did he not
provent ? Justly has he merited the
title of Apostle—a title which he re.
ceived even during lite.

This is but a very meagre sketch of
a life that was short in years. but full
of merit before God. Gerard was only
29 years 6 months and 7 days when
he was summoned to Ins reward.
Well may we apply to Inm the words
of Holy Writ: ** Baing made perfect
in a short epace, he fulfilled a long
time.”

A Feathered Freak.

A stranga bird which has attracted
the attontion of huudreds of peoplo, is
on exhibiton on the farm of John Rd-
ahaugh, a farmer living six miles east of
St. Mary’s, Obio. Tho bird ressmbles
an ow! very much in form, has a head
shaprd like a heart, tho face of a tnonk-
ey, & snowy white fur adoraing its face,
whilo the feathers are of a beautiful
and delicate yellowish gray, with the
tail of o turkey. The Lird was caught
a few weeks ago while the faxily were
returning home from church, and not
until it had received o load of sbot did
it allow iteelf to be taken captive, and
then its captor was fearfullylacorated in
the ight thut ensued. It utters a noise
similar to that of a pig, and it.feeds
wholly on small birds, which it takes
iato its beak alive, throwing out the
bones and foathers afterwards,

Bickle's Anti-Coosumptive Syrup atcods
at the head of tho list for all discases of the
throat and lungs. It acts like magio in
broaking ap & cold. A cough is soon sub-
dued, tightness of tho cheat iarolioved, even
the worat caso of conwumption is relioved,
while in recens cases it may Losaid never to
fail. It is a_modlcino prepared from tho
active principlos or virtucs of sovoral
medicinal herbs, and can be deponded upon
for all pulmonary ccmpleints.

Tho Year 1803,

Tho year of our Lord ono thousand
cight bundred and ninoty-threo will
rank as ono of tho most notable in the
oyclo of tho nizoteonth contury. No
man of commanding gonius—military,
litcrary or artistio—bas risen on the
horizon and shono among Lis fellows
to wark its annalse, 8uch thero may
Lo among us, but sa yet wo know him
not, No great war has davastated auy
country in Euvope, Asis, Africs, or
tho Now World, The volatilo republics
of South Awerica have kopt tho re-
volutionary irouns in.tho fire all tho
time, it is true, wo oursolvos havo had
a littlo war in Africa, not altogother
to our liking, whilo our F'rench neigh.
bors have had somo trouble in Siam.
But those avents wore partly acciden-
tal and ovanessent, and are not to bo
rozarded as of historical importance,
What then is to mark out 1893 from
tho ninety two years that bavo pro-
ceded it in thia country? Wo should
say it is tho fact of the giant of demo-
cracy beingawnkoned from his slumbers
in this year of grace. 1o i4 just now
rabbing his syes; the boginning of the
next contury will suroly fiud them ful-
ly opaned.  Although this new forco
in gocial und industrial life ias s giant's
strength, it is not going t1 uso it as
in the French Rovolution, with a giaut’s
pervereity. There is vow a wider and
more perfect recognition of the rights
of all classes. At tho same time in tho
numerous sirikes that have eccurred
during the conrso of the year there
was apparent ono elsment of supreme
danger——a tendency to class solfishness.
Tho men who labor with their bands
do their part, but only their part, of
the world’s work, The engineer in
his study, tho chemist in his laboratory
the inventor among his models, and
even the capitalist in his couuting-
housr, negutiating those billa which
make inteinational commorca possible,
algo do their share, and their work de-
serves grateful recognition, Suifish-
ness on tha part of labor is as detri-
mental to the bestinterests of mankind
as the solfishnens of capital. In fact,
there is no differonce betweon them. —
Liverpool Catholic Times.
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A Deserted Capital,

In the coursa of bis tour in Upper
Burmah tho Vicoroy of India visited
Pagan, <hu capital of otber deys, which
stands on tho left bank of the Irra-
waddy, its co'ossal temples and pa-
godas telling of the glory of former
centuries,
imposing in their immensity, extend
for six or eight miles along the river
front, with a fireadth of from two to
threo miles. The city is deserted, its
ouly occupants being jackala and wild
doge, and presents a spectacia of deso.
Intion and decay which is almost ap-
palling. Some of the chief pagodas
are kept in repiir by wealthy Budd-
hists, but most of them aro crumbling
toruin. Tho Viceroy nscended a lofty
pagods, from which he obtained a view
up aud down the broad Irrawaddy,
with its picturesque and indonted
banka,

A Simple viay to liclp Poor Cathatic Misstona

Savuall cancelled poatﬁgo stamps of overy
kind and country and secnd them to Rev. P.
M, Barral, Hammonton, Now Jersoy. Give
at oncs your address, and you will reocive
.with the noccssary oxplanation a nice Sou-

¥unir of Hammonton Missions.

Lot our old age bo childlike, and our child.
hood like old ago s that we may be wiso with-
ous being proud, snd humble without being
iguorant.—St. Augustine

Greazo may be taken out of carpet by cov
cring tho spot with powdored Frenck chalk,
hyiniz soft brown paper over tho spot, zod
covering with a warm iron.

Ar. Thomas Power, of Parado MHouse,
Kilkeany, lias been awora in 53 Bigh Sheriff
of tho city ; and, subscquently, Mr. Aloe. J.
McCreery was re-sworn as Undorsheriff.

If ono wishes to cool a hot dish ina hurry,
it will bo found that if tho dish bo placed in
a vessol full of cold ealt water, i$ will cool
moro rapidly tban if {t stood in waterJfree
from aalt.

A thousand buildings, siill




