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THE FREETHINKERS' OONVENTION.

HARMONIOUS CO-OPRRATION.

To sl porsons, and especinlly thoss who are scokivg aftor and
imparting truth, and teaching the liberty of thought and expros-
aion, wo cordinlly extend an invitativn to attend our Freothinkers’
Associution, to be held at Watkins, N. Y., on dugust 22, 23, 24
+nd 25, 1878.

Our objecet in calling attontion to our first annual gathering is
to havo it exrly undorstood thut so fec a8 wo can in word and
doed, wo shall give all civi! clusses, sects, aud parties, an rqual op-
portunity to decluro their views of right and wrong for the ocd
of all. To hear all sides and then decido, is the only safo way to
fuirly glean tho facts so necossary to the formation of a wise con-
clusion,

Christians, Spiritunlists, Infidols, Materinlists and all sincere
lovess of the Known and the Unknown shall bo cordirlly wel-
come to our platform. We invite nnd protect universal oxpression
of thought in the name of human liborty.

Wo boliovo it is unfair to dictato and commund, where it is
bottor to make plain all observation and experienco. .

Weo aro to meet ns earnest invostigators of the truth, not like
ogotists und fierco disputants, as ignoranco aund superstition are
the greatest onomics of individual dovelopment and freedote,

The blighting influcuce of fable, myth, miracle and fear, burn
of Theology and its vurious religions, nust here meet tho tests of
reason and argument.

Justico and hciesty as a rulo of basis and action, with the evo-
lution of thought will clevate or race to the religion of Science.

Come as investigators of creeds and seckors of knowledgoe, whici.
will mako better fathers, botter mothers, better teachers and botter
citizens.

Support mental liberty of knowledge, love and intellect.
Equality should be ruled inore by individual rights and priviloges,
and charity porpetuated by our experience in doirng as wo desiro
to Le dono by.

Usoful culture will tako its placo in just the degreo we meet
out to each individual, equal oducation for the immediate wants of
body and mind.

That we invite persons of all shades of opinions to an impartial
investigation of all crecds and roligions, and plodge oursolves to
discard the bad, and accept and adopt tho good from each, whother
1t bo advocated by Christinns, Spiritualists or Infidels.

That we encournge und insist upon tho study and observation
of natural, sanitary and scientific knowledge among tho younug,
that cach succoeding genoration instead of boing ¢ weaker and
wiger,” will bo ¢ healthier and wiser,” and pledge oureelves to
sdvocato tho punishmont, by strict laws, of all porsons guilty of pub.
lishing or practising that which tends to injure tho morals of
socioty.

That we rocommend all porsons to investignte impartially and
carcfully the doctrines of Chyistianity and Infidelity, vespectively,
as stated and defondnd by the standard authors of each creed,
bolioving no person or sect has a right to dofend any one doctrine
without investigating tho claims sot forth by its opponent.

That wo roverse the orthodox obligation which insists on faith
and prayer to beliovo, aml pledgo onrselves (o discournge faith and
oncourago doubt, and jusist on tho duty of doubt as necessary for
tho investigation of truth and advancement of the human raco.

We petition that no child shall bo permitted to grow up with-
out a good elementary education, and that all schools shall bo
niintained with equal justice to all by confining thom strictly to
socular cducation.

That we heartily endorso and sympathizo with the prasent move-
ment to tax all ceclesiastical property in whatever it mny consist,
belioving that tho rovenuo arising from such just taxation, would,
if nightly applied by proper legielation, tend to alievate tho suffer
ings of the starving poor and ragged pauporism that are left un-
noticed to porish even in the shadows of their cathedrals.

Thav wo oxtend our hoarty sympathy to tho colaborgrs in %ho

!
great cause of Tomperance, and pledgo ourselves to recognizo
‘“ Total Abstinonco” as ono of tho firat planks in our platform,
That copios of thoso articles proporly signed by tho President
i und Sceratary of the Freethinkers' Association of Contral and
Western Now York be drawn up and forwarded to the following
Fruothought papers for publication, viz + Tho Boston Investigator,
Truth Secker, (Now York,) Age of Reason, (New York,) Positive
Thinker, (Now York,) Hoston Iudex, St. Louis Common Sense,
Banner of Light, B. I’. Journal, and the Lvolution, of Now York,
. and that wo extond & hearty invitation to tho Infidels of Canada
; to participato with us in our Convention, ad request that a copy
of the above bo forwarded to tho FREETIOUGHT JOURNAL of Canada,
{ who.o mottois :
“Inthings domonstrated and cortain, Unity; in whatsoevor
can bo doubted, Free Diversity ; in all taings, Charity.”
Dr, T. 1. Browx, Prosidont,
Binghampton, I¥. Y.

Epoar M. Serrow, Socrotary,
Buffalo, N. Y.

THE BELLEVILLE “INTELLIGENCER.”

In February last Mr. Underwood dolivered a courso of lectures
in the Cpera House, Bolleville. I was prescnt at the lastlecture,
which was an gxamination of the so-called evidences of a personsal
God. Thero was a good audienco, especially in point of intelli-
gence and culture, and the lecturer was frequently applauded. At
the close the clorgy present woro invited to reply if they wished,
and state objections if they had any ; but not one conld be induced
to take the platform. One ox-minister, however, made some ro-
! marks, from the rear of the hall, and after Mr. Underwool’s re-
‘ joindor and invitation to him to cowe to the platform, he admit-
, tod there was no substantial proof of the existence of & God, and

assorted that he had not come prepared to discuss tho questionsin
! jssuo, 1t is a littlo singular, to say tho least of it, that a minister
! shonld not at any timo be propared o detend the first article of
‘ his crood! But, aftor Mr. Underwood had got o safe distance oud of

Belleville, thoso guntlemen quickly fouind thomsolves prepared, or
| at least willing, to defond their dogmas, and oven primed for an
i an attack. They accordingly Jost no timo in coming to the front.

The absont Matorinlist was duly roviowed upon a Friday aftor-
! poon in one of the lurpest churches ia the city. Tho Belleville

Intelligencor, which bad carofuéy refrained from making ono word
' of note in its columns of Mr. Underwood’s loctures, was promptly
' on hand the next day with a rveport of Rev. M. 'W. McLean's ro-
! view. The liboral friends in Bulloville sont mo the Intelligencer
! containing snid report accompanied by » request to reply w tho
" Rer gentleman’s pusitions through tho same medium. 1 did so,
: and sent my MS. to tho Intelligencer. Instoad, however, of hav-
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ing thoe fairness to publish it, tho sapiont Intelligencer delivored
itself in this wiso :—

“The lotter profossing to roviow the Rov. Mr. McLean’s lecture
ou Mr. Underwood's attack on tho Bible and Christianity 1s
declined. The Intelligencer is always willing to assist in the
spread of ¢ liberal opinions,’ and to &id in ‘emancipating the press
from the bondage of popular prejudices,” but thero is such a thing
as liboralistn degenorating into liberlinism, and thero is such a
thing as peoplo in their cfforts to owancipate thomselves from
imaginary ¢ popular projudices’ plunging thomselves deeper into
arror and placing themselves under 8 worse than Egyptian  bond-
ago. Tho attempt of pigmies in science, in liternturo, in sacrod
and profano history to overthrow Christinnity by butting agaiust
tho Bible and its learned defcnders, is vory much hike tho effort of
a school-boy to batter down the walls of Gibraltar with a pop-gun.
Wo agroo with tho writer that too much of * our lughest literature
is laden with rationalistic soutiment,” and cognizant of that fact we
havo no disposition to lgnd the columus of the Intelligencer 1o 1ts
furthér sproad.”

Now, who will say that this is not an intelligent doliveranco for
a city Intelligencer ! Pigmics, indeed ! Tyndall, Darwin, Sponcer,
Huxley, Froude, Bradlaugh, Underwood, ete,, aro all liliputians in




