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THE FRUETEIIKERS' CONVENTION.

HAIiMONJOUS CO*OPHRATION.

To mIl parsansi, anti cispecisilly t1îco wlîo ara seokiug aftor anti
inipartîng triat, tiud teiaeling the liberty af thoughit anti expres-
sion, wo cordiaily ùxfend ant invitatiun tu attenîd utir Frcutltiukcrd'
Associaîtiou, tu be litkl lit Watkins, N. Y., on A ugtist 22, 23, 2.1
?na 25, 1878.

Otir abject in calling ttontion tuo aur first aitanal gatlîoriîîg iii
ta have it carly undorstooti thitt so fur as wvo clin iu word Sand
doci, wa shalI givo ail civi! classaes, sects, sud piarties, ant riluil ope-
portuuity to deularo thoir viows cf riglit ai 'vrang for the ý'ocd
of al. TIo licar ail sida anti thon tiecido, is tha aîiy sao way to
fitirlv gluain tha l'actas nocosîsarv te tho formation of' a %vibe con-
clusion.

Christiaus, Sjuirituîîilists, Inifiloli, MILelrialhist8 andtil1 sincore
lovos aof the Known and tho Uniktiownr shlall ho cortiially wel-
coi ta aur platfornu. We invite andt protect univarsal expression
of thought in tho naille of hauman liberty.

\Va boliuvo iL la unfair te (lieato n cmmiid, 'tyore it le
botter te inake plain ail obsorvation anti exîurience.

W 0 aro ta niet ls carnest inivostigatars of the trath, nat likie
agaotist8 andi forci' disputntats, as ignorauco and tiluerstitioni are
the greateat ceillaies aof individuitl dovelopuiont anti freedoîn.

Tito bligliting- influeceofai fable, tnyti, miracle and foar, bura
aof Tlaeology anti its vitriaus religions, inuet hore ineet tho tests af
ressort and argument.

Justice anti iciest.y as a mbl aof hasis anti action, witiî tho evo-
lutian of tiîonghit ilvh oovato air racee te Lias' religion of Science.

Conîr as investigaltors of creades and seekors aof knowladge, whice.
wiIl make botter fatliors, !lx,Wtr mothers, bptter Iosebers and botter
citizons.

Support montai liberty of kîiowledge, lova and intellect.
Equality aboula ho ruuicti e by individual rigîtao anti priviloges,
anti charity porpetuntoti by aur axparianco in doir.g as wo desîro
te ho doua by.

lUsoful culture wiii taka itli piacoin just tia dogre we meet
ont ta asci inzdividual, equai oducation for thilnmodiate wantà aof
body and mmnd.

Tlîat we invite persans af ail siiades cf opinions ta, an impartial
inîvesîtigaîtion af ait crectis anti religionîs, anti pildgo aouriolves te
<liscard tue bai, anti aceept anti adopt thiogooti fromn eari, whot lier
ut ba aclvocauted by Cliristians, Spiritualists or Inilels.

That wo enicîtirigo anti insisb upon thea tudy and abservationî
aof naturel, sanitary anti scieuîtifie kiowvledge auniong thn yaiiul,
tiiat each sutccoedling goneration inatezii aof boiug "l veaker anti
wiaer," wlI ho Il lcaltaier anti wie.er," anti pledg' curi!eives3 ta
adrocata tho puinisliniont, by strict laws, cf ail persans gitilty af pub.
hieiaing or practisin, that %ichel tendu te injue tbo nierais af
Society.

Tlîat we rocammnd ail porsoiîs ta investigate inpartialiy nnd
carefully the doctrines of Ci:u'lstiaîîity anti Infidelity, rejîectivi-ly,
as stated aînd dofoîî1dt by the standard autliors cf ench crced,
balioving ne person or sect bas a riglit te dofonti any one doctiiue
withaut inetg th ie claim Bot forth by its opponenit.

Tiiet wvo reversa tae ortiiodox obligation which'insists aoit faiLli
anti prayer tu beliavo, andi plodg0o aurselvas te discouîrago faiLi and
encourago daubf, anti luisist aut Lhe duty cf rdeubt as noessary for
tha investigation ef truth and advanenîont cf tii. hinîan race.

WCo petition tint ne ohilti shall ho petniitteti ta grew ul) with-
out a gooti alemcntary education, anti tbat all ischools shall bo
nanintainoi 'with equal justice te aIl by confining thoin strietly te
soular educatiax,.

Tiat wo haoartîly endoruo andi sympathizo with telinpristat niove-
ment te tax ail ecciosiastical proporty in wiatover it anny consist,
beiioving that Lha revenue arising frein such just taxation,. wauld.
if riglitly applioti by propor logialatian, tend ta alievate the suffer.
ings cf tua starving puer anti raggati pauporisra timat ara loft un-
naticeti te pau'sh ovon ln tha shadows cf their cathemrla

That we oxtenti aur hoarty sympathy te LIa o.laborqxs in iho

grent cause of Tornporanco, anti pledge otrsoIvos to reognizo
'Toale &.bstinenco" as oneoaf tito filit piauks in our platforin.

Tlîat copias of thosa articles proporly &.gueod by the Prosidcrit
andi Sccrotary of tho Froothinkers' Association of Contral anti
WVestern New York bo drawn up and forwardedt ta the falaewing
Fruetliotîglit papuirs for publication, viz -Tito Boston fnsiiiyzor,
Tru t/t Seckcr, (Now York,) Ag of Reason, (New York-,) Po8ilirc
Tliiiaer, (New «York,) Botion, litl=~, St. Louis Comnmon Senge,
llanner o! Lighe, B. P>. Journal, aud tho ELVolution, of New Yorkc,
andi that wu extenti a hearty invitation to tho Infide!s of Caniida
to participato with us in aur Convention, siad rcquctbt that a copy
of tho itbove bo forwardcd to tho FntETIIîauaw1r JOUNAL Of Canallda,
who.ýo motta is:

Il I things daoostrated andi certain, Uttity : lu whîîatsoevor
can ho doubtati, Frea Livrsity ; in ail t.îings, Chinrity."

Dit T. L. BRNw, l'rosidont,

EDGAR X. SELLON> Sacratary,
flufralo, N. Y.

TEE BBLLE VILLE "flNTELIMGIINOER

In February laut Mr. «Undcrwooti dolivereti a courseoaf lectures
in tho 01pera lieuse, Boelleville. I was prentat the last lectuire,
wiîich wvas au cXanaination of the no-cailoti ovidonces of a pcrsonaI
Goti. Thera wvas a gooti audienco, ospecially in point af intelli-
genco and culture, andi tha lecturor was frcquontly applaudeti. At
the cloue the clorgy prcacnt wvoro inviteti ta ropiy if thoy wisheti,
andi stato objections if thoy hati any ; but nlot ana couid bet inducod
ta take the Intf,)rz. One ox-ruinister, liowever, madie soute re-
marks, front tho rear of the hlli, andi after Mr. Underwood'a re-
jaindor and invitation te hint ta corne ta the piatform, ho admit-
tud thora wus no substantiai proaf of tho existence of a Gati, andi
sauortoti that ho hall nat camae proparati ta discueas the questions in
isuua. It is a littia singular, ta say the ieaat of it, that a ministor
shouid net at auy tCmo be lirojareti -( detond the firet article of
bis creati! But, aftor Mr. Valdcrwood, liad got a mafe di»tance out, ai
Belleville, thoso geutlemîen <juickly fou&d tiiemuolveài propared, ar
at ieast wiliing, ta defoud tlîeir dogmeas, anti aven primeti for au
an attack. They accordiiugiy let no Limao in corning ta tho front.
The ab)sout Mfatorinlist was duiy reviowad lapon a Friday aftor-
noou n one of the lîîrpest churches lia tha city. Tho Belleville
intelligencr, whiciî Lad cAireftiI]r refrained front making ana word
of note lu its coluinns of Mr'. 17nidorwaed's loctures, was pranîptly
on lianti the next day with a reoart af 'Roy. M. W. Mclena rx
view. Tite liberal frindts in flbllovilia sont nia the lntdligencer
cautaining said repart accorripanieti by rý, request ta roply to tho
R.v geutiemanWs pusitions through th diai amuedium. 1 diti 80,
andi sent nîiy MSl. ta tha hatell'genc.r. Instwat, howevor, of hav.
ing tha fairnees ta publiai it, the sapiont litie21ijcccr d.elivarat
itseif ii Luis wiso:

IlThe latter prafosuing ta roviow tho Roi'. Mr. Mclcan'iî lecture
oit M.r. Undcrwood'is attack, on tho Bible ana Christianity a.
decliti. Tha Intdigcncer la ailvays williug ta nssiat lu the
sproad of'« liberal. opinians,' and ta a*d in 'oinancipating the presa
fruni tho bondago of poptîlar Iprajudiceu,' but thorc is such a tlîing
au libaralisîn deganorating into lihortinisin, anti thero in iiicbi a
thiug as peeplo ini theïr efforts ta emancipate tlioraseivea front
iniagiuary «'popular projttdices' pluugiag thon selves deeper inte
orrîc andi pla.-iug thoînselvcni under a worse tian Egyptîan band-
age. The attampt af piginies li science, ia liteuiihturo, in sncrod
and îîrafauo history ta avertîruwv Christianity by huttiug naaîust
the Bible andi its lourri defuntders, in -,ery nuucu liko tho effort of
a jscbo-boy te battor down the waiis af Gibraîr with a pap.guîîi.
Wo agroa with tho writer fliat too rnuch of a ur hilîîlîst litcratutro
is laden with rationalistic seutiiuunt,' andi cogu-iizant of that fact wu
hava no disposition to Içn<l tha columne of tho ln(dîgciicer to ia
furtiL-r sproat."

Now, who ivili say that duis i8 not an inulZigcnt dolivoranea for
a city Ielgeer'Pignîltis, indecod! Tyndall, Darwiu, Spencer,
Humloy, Fraude, Bradlaugh, Undarwaod, etc., arc ail lilip)utiaus in


