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Correspondence.

SCOPE OF VERBAL CRITICISM.
To the Editor of the Enveavionat WrukLy.

SiR,~—1 very much regret having used the
expression, ‘¢ Education Department,’ as they
s0 detestably call it.” It is in bad taste, and con-
veys, morcover, a wrong impression.  \Whatever
functious he may discharge, to that of o *¢ purist
one can certainly lay no claim, who is guiliy of
such a sentence as, * llow we may best do our
work, awd what are its highest possibilities, is a
question of great moment,” or of such an amaz-
ing dormitat as Jasun for Absyrtus, or of the
ambiguous ** 72" near the close.  And I should be
far from wishing the doubiful distinction,

g

Lividently you take that unfortunate remark to
beineant as an objection to the adjectival use of
substantives.  This had not ¢ven occurred to me.
The question of propricty in the use of such
eapressions as ‘¢ Kducation Department ”” is almost
as subjective as the quantitative distinction once
urged between “qrantty” and “guiddity.” Indeed,
I am not sure that ‘¢ Education Department ” is
not the English phrase. It occuts in Herbent
Spencer’s ¢ The New Toryism.”

With regard to the expression, ¢ Toronto Uni-
versity,” it is surely as indefensible as gravely to
call William Smith, Bill Smith. Such is no more
its name than is * Paris University  that of the
¢ University of Paris,” or “Oxford University
that of the ** University of Oxford,” or, on the
other hand, the ¢ University of Harvard” that of
¢ Harvard University.”

By making that unhappy remark I fear I have
almost destroyed a protest which I wished to urge
“very strongly against all criticism of this kind, in
an alucativnal way, vn the ground that it only
tends to lower the standing of the profession and
to produce an evil educational effect.

We may leave out of the question any influence
we are likely to exert on our authors.  An educa.
tional publication is, at least, not the first thing to
which they will turn for instruction or recreation,
And we may admit, for the sake of argument, that
such verbal and grammatical criticism has its
place, though, to my mind, this is far from proven,

I have myself to acknowledge that in the'appre-
ciation and study of English literature 1 have
derived an assistance from Latin and Greek which
I cannot well over-cstimate, and which I know
not how else I conld haveobtained.  The value of
a knowledge of the Latin period is hecoming
year after year so increasingly evident to me, that
I verily believe about the best guide to formal
composition in English—in the matter of rhythm,
in the arrangement of words and clauses, and theis
combination into paragraphs, is, odd as it may
sound, Dr. Pott’s **Hints to Latin Prose Com-
position,”

Now, in the study of composition in Latin or in
any foreign language, who has ever thaught of
lyuking for errors in his great models?  And who
wouhl think of exhibiting them to his pupils as
warnings. To point out such in Cicero or Livy to
a boy studying their style, learning to compose,
in the only way which will ever be devised --by
compaosing - would, in my judgment, be the most
pernicious method imaginable.  But it would have
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another evil result. It would belittle the anthor ;
and yet the greatness of his substance and the
heauty of his style are sufliciently hard to bring ot
vividly.

Let us then grant, for the moment, that for this
negative system of teaching there is a time.
Compared with the higher duties of work how
small a place must it occupy !

Those to whom it shall fall next summer to
examine the pupils of this Province in the *“/itera-
ture” which they have studied, will probably see
that, in the majority of cascs, the most lasting
impressions received of Macaulay’s Essay, and
the few poems of Coleridge, will be very much
after the following type: Macaulay was a great
writer, who once lived in India, and wrote essays
for his living.  ilis essay on Warren Iastings is
the best of them all,  In it we see that he never
uses participles absolutely, or foreign words, or
“only ” in the wrong place, cte., ete.  Coleridge
was a great English poet, who drank a quart of
faudanum each week. He ran away from Cam-
bridge University and enlisted in a company of
soldicrs. He wrote the ‘¢ Ancient Mariner,”
because he neceded some money to visit the Valley
of Stones. This poem is a very great one, con-
taining some excellent rhymes but also some very
bad ones, and many words which are now no
longer used, etc., ctc.

I trust I may be pardoned for putting this side
uppermost.  But in sober earnest do not our in-
verted methods of studying English literature show
the same strange waant of proportion ?

W, S, MILNER,

P.S.—Having just taken up the New York
Nation 1 find the most pitiable instance of this
verbal, quibbling criticism that 1 have ever seen.
It is, however, cncouraging in-one respect, for
criticism can go no further in that direction. 1
refer to the communication of ¢* \W. . B.,” who is
exercised over the “difference in meaning between
the ‘at all’ pronounced as two words, and
“at-all’”” pronounced as onc !

W. S, M,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

(ALt communications for this department suust be accom-
panied by the name and addzess of the writer, though not
neeessarily for publication.  Correspondents e requested
10 confinz their questions 10 educationnal znd literary sub-
jects.  Following the example of ** Notes and Queries,”
the  Lances,” and vther periodicals, the greater munber of
questions will be printed_without answers, correspondents
Lring invited to communicate answers, to be iucerted in fol -
fowing issues. Comvespondents answesing or referring to
uny question are requested to give the number of the ques-
tion for convenience of reference. ]

ANSWER to Q. No. 4:

1. 12 s yarn are manufactured from 137 ibs.
waol.

t Ib. yarn is manufactured from 5 ths, wool,

= B receives for spinning §§ bs. wool 11c.

= B3 receives for spinning 1 1b, wool 33 of 3
’c'—'-‘zﬂc.

= Each Ib. of wool /3 teecives, pays for spinning
35 %¥=371 lhs, wool.

Or # gets 1 1 from 43} Mbs. of wool, i.c.,
15433 of all wool, or o'y of 1501h, = 3355 1bs.
of waool.

11, Hence 3 spins 150- 329%4 = 117433 s, of
woel for A.
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From 11784 hs. wool A gets 33 of 117333
1024184 s of, yarn,—W. S. R,
Nore.—~The question is shorter by alpebra,
WS R
No. 16. Q.—At what time between g and 5
o'clock is the minute-hand twice as many minutes
past 12 as the hour-hand 2—\W', B,

N —

No. 17. Q@Q.—What woukl be counsidered a
good time table for an “ ungraded " schiool having
all classes from First to Fifth, inclusive 2—W. 11.]J.

Educational Intelligence.

Mone than sixty young men from Nova Scotia
are this year studying in colleges or universitics
ouiside that province,

Tue Vienna High School which was abolished
by the ILlgin Council of 1885, has Leen re-
established by the council at its present session,
and a grant of $700 given towards its mainten-
ance.

THE number of pupils on the Guelph Separate
School rolls for the year ending 31st December,
1885, was 375. Average attendance, 2185, Ag-
gregate number of days pupils attended school,
19,174.

Mr. GrorGr Warb, B.A., late principal of .

Brighton High School, also of Orillia Iligh
School, has been appointed classical master of
Coboury Collegiate Institute in succession to Mr.
C. C. James, who has been appointed professor of
chemistry in the Ontario Agricultural College,
Guelph.

MitcuenL High School is in a flourishing con-
dition though badly in nced of more accommoda-
tion. At present there are two wasters with 95
pupils. It has become necessary to make tempor-
ary seats and to utilize the private room of the
head master; that the pupils attending may be
seated.—AMitchell Recorder,

AT the last session of the Petorborough County
Council, that part of the Finance Committee
report recommending that no grant be given to
cither the Peterborough Collegiate Institute or the
Norwood Iigh Schoo!, was not amended.  These
two cducational institutions will, thercfore, receive
no special assistance from the County.

Tue following compose the teaching staff of the
Barrie Modcl School for 1886: Principal, T. O.
Steele.  Assistants: Messrs, R. R, Jennison and
George Henderson 5 and Misses L. D. Lee, E.
King, E. Appelbe, E. Lee, E. C. Boys, A. DBird,
A. Morris. L. Booth and J. Caldwell.  The num-
ber of teachers in training Iast scssion of model
school was 33, all of whom passcd.

INSPECTOR MALLOCH, in his report, says of the
teachers of Clinten Public and Model School :
¢ OF the staff of teachers for the year, six of these
werc in the cmploy of your board during the year
1884, and all that I reported of them, relative to
their cfficicney and success, is cqually applieable
for the year 1885.”  Hue also speaks highly of Miss
Simpson, Miss Heclyer and Miss Leslic.~~Clinton
New Era,



