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tom the customs and the opinions of men, As bis faith muet fot b. received frm mex;
to be engaged with the solemn question, nor modified and shaped, in any degree, by
What hath the Lord spoken, and what do the opinions and sentiments held by the
the precepts and the teaching of His word multitude, so with the same care must ho
enjein guard that his services, and the degre of hie

Much, indeed, would Joshua be grieved, obedience, be fot measured by the standard
had the multitudes of Israel resisted the a p- which prevails around him. He would d
peal he had made; but while this would wbat lie could, whcther they did mucl or
sorely wound his spirit, it would not, in the littie, or nothing. There cannot be a better
least, change the resolution he formed for proof that a man is truly in earnest, than te
himiself. Thus, while every true follower of see hlm so anxious aud diligent that he hat
Christ would wish that all others would em- no leisure nor inclination to notice or meddle
brace the faith and possess the hopes which with the doings of hie neiglbors. When you
sastain his own soul; and while it is his ear- meet, in a comnunity conposed, for the mout
nest prayer that they may be brouglit to the part, of profeaing Christians, a man whose re-
knowledge of the truth; yet, should they ligion cousis in following, with formai re-
despise that truth, and turn its sacred obli- verence, the religious customs established,
gations into mockery, lie must not be dis- and in giving to evcry duty the amount of
couraged, nor see in this any reason or any attention which respectabîhty denands; when
excuse for relazing his diligence. It is not vou meet there a man wbo is humble and
with men-it is with the God and the Judge éarnest, attending not only to every duty
tf all the earth--he has to do. In Ris pre- which that comnunity recognizes, but always
·sence lie must soon appear. If His favor je alive to every abject that seem intended t
enjoyed, and if assured that death will have promote the intereats of religion, and appears
no terrors, what more can lie desire ? With to be happy in being told of something addi-
his fellow-men, what has he to do ? Thev tional e cau do ;-when you se a man thus
cannot remove lis fears. They cannot le- situated unweariedly laboring, weak, but not
liver from death; nor can they prepare him discouraged-not indulging in railing at.hi.
for it. When entering the dark valley, the neighbors for their coldness and hypocrisy;
whole multitude of them, even the dearest but finding, in every proof of their indiffer-
friends, will start back and forsake him. ence, a reason for increased zeal and dii-
Wherever true religion exists, this solern gence on hie own part,-yau may safely con-
truth bas been felt, and the soul that clude of sucl a man, that, like Joshua, bis
has experienced its influence will no longer resolution is decided. Equally certain it
look to men, nor be content by being and muet le, that he ie a stranger ta the feeling
acting as others do. He will earnestly desire which prompted the words of our text, who
to do wliat good lie can to al ; but ta secure observes his neighbore to ascertain what
the interests of his soul, lie nust consult and amount of attention and elf-denial and libe-
follow the Word of God; and as he advances rality is ranifestcd by them; and is guided
in his journey, and as his years and experi- in bis religiaus duties, bis Observance of the
ences nultiply, the more earnestly does the Sabbath, and in his support ofthe ordinances,
prayer ascend, " Lord, teach me thy statutes; bywhat le thus perceives ta be thestandard
incline my heart unto thy testimonies." established. Rurely nothing can le more

Dear brethren, the religion that is fashion- unlike the spirit and the resolution ofJoshua,
able in the community, and among the class than the disposition to derive satisfaction
Vith iviioni vou associate, may satisfy while nnd think well of ourselves, from the fact
la health and at your ease, and while death that we are not behind others. And stii
in regarded as in the far distance; but, ah! more glaringly is that eontrary spirit mani-
that distance deceives you. A few steps fested, whcn it takes the fan of an excusd
only, and death nay meet you face to face. for not doing morc, that others do legs than
The religion that allowed you to rest satisfid we. But, alas! is ot this the kind ef deli-
with betglk ornihos ilte egion that extcnsively prevails among us? lawihbemng like your neighibors, will then bie
of no profit. The cold blasts from the grave flot the Bible, in mast cases, rend because we
will rend in shreds every false robe. That eaw aur fathers do so, and because custom
alone received from Chiist shall serve as a demandeit? Daesitnotrequiesanecare-
covering i the stormns of death. Whatever fui labor ta discover thc individual who hum-
else vou may crr in, makesure of it that vour lly and earnestl searches the truth ta know
religion is ihe work of God's Holy Siirit, the will of'God far his awn guidance, and b
the gift of Christ, the robes which He pre- entisfy the cravinge of a soul hungering and
pared for the covering of your naked and thirsting after righteouenesP And how is
perishing souls. Is'itnot,inthe

But, secondly, we observe that the resolu- case of the largeet numier, just as the vaice
-ion expressed'in our text not only avowed of etstoni and of public opinion directs?
the resolve to cleave to the worship of the How many wili you meet with who can truly
iving God, but, likewise, the determination eay they are tbarkful ta God for this day qf
to be aetively engaged in His service. What- rest fri worldly tutmail and careP There
@ver otJers miglit do, lie and hie wôuld serve. g a certain standard establihed among us,


