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advance, the nuinber of mnissionaries wvas wveli-
nigli donbiedl,and tho preseixce of the missionary,
hiithierto confined ahinost exclusivcly to a, narrow
border aiong the sea const, liad by this ine
rcaclied to the farthest inland points, and scned
like a formnai occupation of the empire.

But aIl the gains that, liad been reported at
this Conifer-ence of 1890 wpereslighit coînpared wvith
the prodigiolis advance biiat, lias becu nide since
that, date, and particularly during the last few
years. M hetlier -%vo consider the opcnness of
the field) Mixe accessibility of the people, the ni-
bers peekzing aclniion to chta'ches. the number
and quaiity of timose cmployed. in% the na«tive
agtency as pastors and teachers, tic thronged
condition of mission sehiools and the highi order
of abiiity tliat, is trained in them, or the new
spirit~ tîxat is abroad iii the, empire iîxquiring after
the knowledge atîd arts a nd machi nery and met l-
ods of Western life, it is plain tîxut a crisis has
beeni reachied, tîxat China is entering upon a
new era wlxich. promnises the best tlxings for the
growtli of tlîe nissiùnary wvork as Wveil as for the
reforîxiit ion of the governimeut and the improve-
ment of the conditionis of the people.

Whcan we remnber the niinety yearsof mission-
ary service that have beemi spent upon China, the
scores and liin(lredS of able and devotcd men and

voimen w% hose lives hlave been given to hlying the
foundations, and iix wle mark the breadth and
solidity of tbe w'orlz alrecady donc, the circlies
and schiools and Iixoý,îitals anl houles whiere tho
Christian faith and life are eînbodicd, and notc.
how -%widely tlîeir ieavening influence is feit, liow
gre.t is tlir moral power, lmow ripe the lxarvest
ia a thousand fields, and how in other Hues --
political, educational, commercial, and social-
a new era, is dawning upon this great empire of
the Ea.st, wve are awvcd and thirilled as tlie plans of
God are disclosed and our duty set in clearestliglit.

It is the crifical and inspiring hour, whvlen
Bulclier's reinforcements arrive and the stubborn
contest gous at la5t against thxe Frenchi. lb is
enough to inspire enthusiasmi in the coolest, ob-
servcrs-enough to kindie faithi in the vericst
skeptics-to be on the field at timis timne and note
the sigas of change and feel the impulse of stili
greater changes just at lîand. Our mca and
womnea ab the front have toiled in patience and
waited. in hope tliroughi weary years and countless
obstacles, until at Iast, their victory is near and
the land may be wvon.

It, is not to be thought, of that at tixis janctare,
,ust, as the accumulated resaîts of years is wvith-
in grasp and the great end we have praycd and
labored for is in sight, tîxat noiv we should slackcn
our hand and -ithold. our mer, and our gifts-
and suifer the victory to slip froin our 'grasp.
Faiblh in God, loyalty to tiiehonored dead anxd the
living-equaliy deserving our honor-coasistcncy
wV;ith ourselves and our miayers, the carefol hus-

baifîding of cos' aniý lbors IgIst, these ail conspire
resistlcssly to pres-:s us oui tcm finish the wvork and
Win Uic land to G0(1.
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'rie iîxterest iii the mioveinent agaimist foot-
bincling i China is sprea<iimîg tiîrouglmout tic
country, flot omly ancîîg thi uissionaries and iii
their seixools, but auimong ail classes of the Popu-
lation. Tîxe bandages are heing- loosemîed, and
imany 1roiinleut incai say tîmat tue cuistomi shah i

cease as far as their clxildIren areceoncerned. ILt
is a nxosb significant fact thait a native official iii
soxîtlieru China lias receitly issucd a ])roclauia-
tiomu forbidding the exîxenditure of large .suins of
iioney for hertas uddiseolragixig bile custoni
o>f foothbi ni ngii(. A notimer comservative official lias
w mi tt.mil n itrodimetiomi to anl aniti-foot-bi ningt.ý
tract. I>arlor iieeting-,s have beem iheid also iii
several cities hy ngus ladie% ixterested in the
inovenient. n1 bice city cf Shauffghai a gentlemlan,
the muaager cf a siDi factory, arranged forl'a
nmeetinmg, and the v-oinen axxd girls, nuinbering
îmcarly a tlîcusand, w dr8 allow to attend. Speechles,
%veie iia(le by seveial ladies, amii a Chinese
Chîristian voian presented the subject %vith great
force, ami thme wvomiei, by uxods and wvords, coiu-
firaîied ail shme said. At a second meeting hxel
iii the sanie city, a nunxher cf Europeax ladies
w'ere in atteiidanec, aad sonie of the Cliinise
wonien said tlîey were, wilng to co-operate iii
the efforts being imade by theai, to abolish the

llastrated literature beariiig on the subjeot ma"
freely distributed. A Chinese gentleman living
ucar Tientsin lias contributed one huxu:red dol-
lars toward the expenses cf tlue iimk-vment, and
otliers liai e signified zieir %vilhîngîiess te make
(loiatiois for literature on the subjeet, te be dis-
tributed.

It -%as a miontent cf suprenie Ùchiglit to car
workers wliemx the Annual Coxiference in Foochow,
China, at the earaiest rccomniiiendatioa of tîxe
Womiîanx's Conferemice, adoptcd resol utions forbid-
ding bindimîg cf thxe feet cf axxy Chiristian clxild,
tue betrothiai cf sous te b)oiixnd-footedl girls, amxd
tixat ail Christiani woniem, vhîei pxossible, shahl
ulxbi nd tîxe feet, anxd thiat a]1 bou iîd-fooied cliildren
of Christian parents shall iluxhi.

Surely tixese are inosb infcx signs cf a
revouaticîx iii somîme cf the anicient anîd cruel cuis.
tolus of thxe old Emmie-h...1. 7. (&<u'ey Üt
Moiaa's 1Jissioaiary J"riiad.

North Africa lias omxe Protestant missionary te
125,000 Mýosîcixis-; tic Sahmara Ixas ouxe Lu 2 509, -

00), the Soadan) conc te 45,000,000, West. Af rica,
onxe to 30,000, Central Afreaca te 8(1,000;
Southx Africa, cmxc to 14,000 lieaithmexi.
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