
TH-E OTTAWA NATURALIST.

The country east of Ottaiva, and betiveenl the Ottava and
St. Lawvrence Rivers, in which the rock formations belong to
the several divisions of the Camnbro-Silurian system, and are
largely concealed by drift, w'ras examined by Mr. N. J. Giroux.
The attemrpt wvas made to obtain here some reliable data as
to the thickness of the several for-mations, in order that a guide
might bc afforded for futurc boring operations for %vater in this
area.

lIn Quebec also, important practical %vork w~as donc by Mr.
Chalm-ers in bis study of the golcl-bearing gratvels of the Eastern
Townships, more cspecially of tho B3eauce and Ditton districts ;
wvhile in the great arca north of thc St. Laivrence, the explora-
tions of Dr. Bell rcsultcd in the mapping of the River Nottaway
to the north of the hecighlt of landi, flowving into James B3ay, and
the finding of a very considerable area of gooci land of great
value both as a source of supply for timber, and for agricul tural
pursuits.

I n the Labrador Peu insula con tin ued explorations wvere
made by Mr. A. P. Loiv in the hitiierto unkniowvn arca north of
the Gulf of St. Lawvrence, which have alrcady beeni referred to.

In Nova Scotia important wvork wvas donc both by Mr.
Fletcher, in the coal basins of casteru Cape Breton, and by,
Mr. Faribault, in connection wvith the structuie of the gYolci-
bearing rocks of the Atlantic siope. lIn both of these areas
mauy questions of great practical interest to the mining com-
munity wvere invcstigated.

The branches of PalaSontology, Zoology, Cheînistry and
Lithology are closc]y connectcd %xitl1 the wvork of the field staff
Thesê receiveci a full amount of attention, and gooi xvork xvas
done in ail. That of Chemnistry andi Minicralotgv is of special
interest to those engaged in mining, since the determination of
the value of the various ores of golci, silver, nickel, iron, etc,
is constantly being clemanclcd.

It is of interest to know t'nat the number of visitors to the
Museum increases with every year, and that the total for 1895
%vas very nearlIy27,O00. From- this it is evident that the Museuin


