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On fields situated on mounitains, bllis or dcii-
vities of any kind, the ridges are 'usuaiiy arraii-
ged irn a very iuijudicious manner, viz: in the
same direction wýth thie duciivity of the soiL.
Such is at ail events, the case in places where
the lanâ is very rnuch divided, an the propc rty
intermingied, probably becauso when tue divi-
sion wasfirst made, iiobody Ilad becii found wlîo
%vould take the supenior or upper part for his
portion, ail the fertiiising juices and particles
of %vhicli are washied downward, or wouid resigut
his share of the lowvcr parts, which possesýý se
maany decided advantages.

This înjudicious arrangement of the ridges is
attended with many inconveniences. When
heavy rains fail, the vegetable is easily washed
away by them and il fl unfrequently happens
that on the top of the declivity large hollows are
to be found, froiu whichi the earth bas been
w~ashed down te the bottoru where iL forros high
embankmnents, ivhen oiy light showers fail
the water ruas too rap idly fromn the upper part
of the field which is o ften suiffring from drought,
wvbile the lower portions bave a plintifut suppy
of inoistare; the cattle empioyed iripiouging
are dreadfuiiy exbausted by the up hbill work
those wbîch are naturally indolent and disin-
clined te exertion require vory severe treatmnent
to tuake theni get through tiîeir wvork, whiic
others that are active and fuli of spirit become
heated and tired, thus rendered liable te take
discease. ?Jotlîing, tîjerefore, but a minute
parceiling out of thc land can justify sucli an
arrangement of the ridges.

Tbe rnest advantageous disposition of ibeni
that can be made on an inchined surface, is to

-ie theia a horizontal, or slanting direction;
iheaformer is preferable on gentie declivities:
the latter on abrupt inclinations. By this ineans
moisture is retained longer ini the trenches on
highits exposed to drought, and more hurnidity is
communicaled to the superior ridges. Even on
rapid declivities the water fiows, slowly in
those furrows, the obliquity of which dimiinishies
their inclination. When heavy rains fali they
do not washi the eartiî frein the bottorn of the
furrows, and if the showers corne but seidein,
the land doe flot suifer so mucli from dryness.
It has somnetimes happened that the mere act
of changing the direction of the ridges has
lended considerably towards the araciioration. of
propcrty situated on hitiy places, increased the
amount of prodace obtained from it and rendered
the crop less casual.

The arrangement just rnentioned is also cal-
culied te lessen the labor of tbe drauglit cattie,
althougbh it canniot be denied that il increases
that of the iaborer. When fields situated onaa de-
clivity are ploughed by a coromon plough having
an imamovable ear which turas the.sice aller-
natciy upward anid downward, i is very diffi-
cuit te produce a proper revision of the farrow

suice wien turned from, the )ower sida, because,
in that case, it bas te describe a larger segment
of a circle before iL arrives at that point from
whicii its cwn weight wiil cause l to, fait over.
It not utifrequent[y happenetthat it faits back
int the furrow. T116 pioug-hinazî is therefore
comnpe!Med to, exert all hic; strengti to keep the
plougli inctined tovards the righlt, and is fre-

UE-ntlyobi-ed to turai over bbc slice with his
oot unless lie1- L; foliowed by some person whose,

express duty it is to, turn over the suce with his
foot, tus tîand, or with a fork. The beet thing
which can be made use of ini sucli cases, Le that
elongation of the mouid board described by
Sciruv1ertz in bis, ".Agriculture of Belgium.*'

On rapid declivities it is alrnost impossible te
turn the suice over froin beiow upward. There
the oniy thing te be donc is always to tara the
slice towards the bottom uantil the -whe field is
transformed into a series of terraces, eacb one
tower thau the other. This cannot be, eifected,
with a common plough having an immovabie
mouid-board, except by managiing- it s0 that i t
shiati a1lvnys be engaged in the soit on one side
and shahl turn ttîc sfice over on the one that
irnmediately preceded it, a mode of procediug
whici occupies a great deai of lirne and fatigý,ues
the cattie very unnecessariiy, causing them te
pass over every inch of ground twice. It Le fat
better te, mnake uise of a piough hav.no a mov-
able mouid board which cau bo turincd either
to the riglit or te the ieft, as sesins requisite;
instruments of thic description juet mentioned
are invariab]y uscd in ai t places where they
are kneown. The Meckienbere binoir Le Vary
useful in these cireumnstances; indeed La many
cases it is superior to the plough, because it
doc8 flot throw the earth se low as that instru-
ment. It will easiiy be conceived that by de-
grces the plough witi amnass ait tho good soil
at the foot of deciiv ity while thc top wiil become
barren. Judicious agriculturists remcedy this
cvii by applying ail their manure to the upper
part of the field, or at any rate distributing it La
suchi a manner that that part shall always re-
ceive the greatest proportion, but this rendors
the carraige of thic manu.re a much more labo-
nouns operation.

Wheii the rapid declivities arc ploughedi La a
sianting or incltied direction, iL is of the utinoet
importance that such an inclination shoid be
given to the ridges as wvilt prevent the plough
from having te enacounter any sudden or abrupt
declivities. Nothing but mare general rules can
be laid down for guidance on this point; the
first thino- a Jarmer should, do before laying out
the rid'es is te traverse hie lanid in ail direc-
tiens, and ask hirascif in different places how
the suices can best bo turned over. In seme
places he wiil find il neeessary te p]ougb. ont-
iward, in others te piough Lnward, and ia others
again te tura the slice over on flic same side.


