
ORIGINAL SKETCH 0F SERMON.

withl respect to inany in this particular. But our Lord lias furnishied
us wvith a ruie bÏy which fcadi ay ascertain his own condition.

"'Except your righteousness sliail exceed the rigliteousnless of the
Scribes and Phiariscs, ye shall in no0 case enter the kixîgdorn of
ileaven."1 Notice,

I. \Vîuv ARE WB TO 13-1)ERSTAND 13V Pi;r..ICt-rSNss ?
II. 'WVîxv WASï TUE RIGIITEUUSS'ESS OF TIE SCeMnEs AN1, PHARISEES ?

III. WHEREIN THIIRI''S WAS DFFICIENT.

1. The word liore rendered "ihtose,"is iii Gxreekl çixzov>7

whiich contes from the primitive sixn, signiifying- lair,rih,*.tc.
Our Englisli word is equadly expressive, iimplyiing amiioing <4lier
tliiS, the <loin9 of wlirzt is right. A very hiigh autlîority explains it
as inoaning, " purity of hocart, and rectitude of lifé."' Thie terni

riliteous" is properly applicable ouily to a being of ininiite

perfections, and in Seripture is ascribod to Jehuovah, and also used
to denote Chirist's obedience to the law, and bis fuit compliance
with his Father's wvill. But in an accoînmiodated sense, it is ascrib-
ed to the mrature whio devotes bis life to the service of God. Those
who are accepted for the salie of Christ, recogizedu as members of
the lieavenly fainily, and lieirs* of glory, arc termcd "'rigliteous."
They are placed in contrast witlitie wicked. Bntihlese twoclatsses
are known. Titere are modifications of eacli-some eceliniiin
rigi teousness, and soine in wickediiess ; but tâere is iio niettrality,
ail are eitlier the friends or the enemnies of God. Rigliteusness is
thrcefold1 : it relates to beliel, conduct, and condition, or tlieory,
practice, and a state of lieart.

By tbis 1 ineau a correct systeni of bulief. Correct viciws .should
be entertained on vital subjeots. Sonie contend that if a man does
riglit, it is no niatter wliat hoe may believe. But itis is soplxistî'y,

fltagumient. " Thero is a way whichi seernetli riglit nuito a -n,
but the end thereof are the wvays of deati. WVe mutst not, how-
ever, contcnd for correctniess iii evcry î>nrticular. There are non-
essentials in religions belief. The Bible inust le shiched. Elest
-not un maii's ipse dixit. Tie fullowing are considered as essential
doctrines.-Tlie existence of a Supreme Beiing, the Crezitor of al
t1iiigs. and the Judge of all mon ; the fall of nman' the depravity of'
bis hcnrt, and the endless punishmcnint dite to sin ;the planl oUfal
vatimn tlrouglh the \*icarius sacrifice of Christ, without any nierit
on the part of ttie crucature ; repentance, faitli, hioliniess of huart,
and lire ; and perseverance ilu due discharge of reli,.iotis diuties, and


